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Catholics and Jews 
 

Significant Achievements of Pope Benedict XVI 

 

Pope Benedict continued the implementation of Nostra Aetate (1965), the Second 

Vatican Council’s statement on Catholic relations with other religions. The statement 

rejected the false teaching that the Jewish people are responsible for the death of Christ 

and affirmed the positive role that Christ’s Jewish religion played in his life.  

 

In his outreach to the traditionalist Society of St. Pius X, he insisted that acceptance of 

Nostra Aetate be a pre-condition for full communion with the Catholic Church and 

rejected the Holocaust denial of traditionalist Bishop Richard Williamson. When Pope 

Benedict allowed broader usage of the 1962 version of the Mass, he eliminated negative 

language about Jews. He removed the use of tetragrammaton (“Yaweh”) in all liturgical 

books. He has also prepared imminent opening of the Vatican Archives from1939-1946 

to help resolve lingering controversies before the beatification of Pope Pius XII. 

 

Pope Benedict demonstrated that Catholic changes towards Jews are a permanent part of 

Catholic life and not simply innovations of Pope John Paul II. He reaffirmed the Jews 

with visits to synagogues, Israel and Auschwitz. He has nearly completed all unresolved 

terms in implementation of Vatican-Israeli Accord. He also explored and profoundly 

deepened his depiction of the Judaism of Jesus in his three volume work, Jesus of 

Nazareth. 

 

Catholic-Jewish Relations Worldwide 

 

There are approximately 13.5 million Jews and approximately 1.3 billion Catholics 

worldwide. Jews make up less than 0.2 percent of the world population. The majority 

now lives in Israel; U.S. Jews are the second greatest number. The greatest threat to 

Jewish survival worldwide is inter-marriage, especially with Christians, since 

intermarriage usually ends Jewish practice and identity. 

 

The United States enjoys very strong Catholic-Jewish relations with two formal USCCB 

dialogues and numerous contacts at every level of society. Many countries in Western 

Europe observe the annual “Jewish Appreciation Day,” which is often subject to 

politicization. Relations are more difficult in Eastern Europe with the re-emergence of 

pre-World War II anti-Semitic attitudes and practices in former Soviet bloc countries. 

 



The Middle East sees continued growth in Vatican-Israeli relations, but these are 

negatively affected by the Palestinian conflict and the constant pressures of radical Islam. 

In Africa, Catholic-Jewish relations are non-existent, except in South Africa where 

relations are cordial. In Asia, they are very limited to non-existent. In Central and Latin 

America, relations are cordial at top levels, but pre-Nostra Aetate religious ideas of Jews 

are widespread in the popular imagination. 

 

Challenges Ahead 

 

 Continuation of the implementation of the teachings of Vatican Council II (Nostra 

Aetate, n. 4) relative to Jews and Judaism 

 

- Need to put into place in all Seminaries an accurate understanding of 

Catholic teaching about Jews and Judaism 

 

 Affirmation of Jews in relationship to the Church through exchange of visits to 

synagogues and Churches, Jerusalem and Rome 

 

 Continued insistence with SSPX on assent to teachings of Nostra Aetate, n.4 

as a pre-condition for full communion with Catholic Church 

 

 Full implementation of the Vatican-Israeli Accord 

 

 Opening of the Vatican Archives for the war years of 1939-1946 in order to 

proceed with beatification of Pius XII  

 

 Celebration of the 50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate  as an occasion to reaffirm 

positive relationship of Jews with the Catholic Church  

 

 Challenge to Israel to bring resolution to Palestinian conflict and to end incidents 

of bigotry against Catholic and Orthodox holy places  

 

 Securing of equal political and religious rights of Christian minorities in Israel  

 

 Assistance to Bishops’ Conferences worldwide in reducing incidents of anti-

Judaism and anti-Semitism from within the Church 

 

 Promotion of Jewish understanding of the Catholic Church and its teaching on 

Jews and Judaism 

 

 

 


