INTRODUCTION
 

Driving is a privilege conferred by the state in the form of a driver’s license and recognized by the province in the use of a community-owned and insured vehicle.  Just as the state expects drivers to obey traffic laws and rules of the road, so the community expects member drivers to cooperate with the procedures designed to safeguard and serve the common good.

 

The purpose of this Driver Safety Program is to enable each Sister to drive for as long as possible with personal safety and the safety of others as primary considerations.  This concern for safety comes with the realization that the actions of individuals may have consequences for the entire community.

 

Each Sister who drives has the responsibility to observe traffic laws, cooperate with community procedures and attend to careful vehicle maintenance.  We need to take reasonable precautions in order to maintain a record of safety, continue to qualify for insurance coverage, and avoid possible lawsuits.

 

 I.   Age, health and performance are the key 

      factors influencing driver safety.  Studies indicate

      that aging plays a critical part in decisions about  

      whether to continue, limit, or cease driving.  This

      is true because aging affects key abilities related

      to driving – vision, hearing, physical reflexes, and

      mental attentiveness.  Vision acuity declines and

      sensitivity to light glare increases with age.  

      Hearing loss accompanies aging.  
      Age lengthens the time it takes the brain to 

      process information and makes it harder to ignore

      distractions.  Drivers aged 55 and over are 

      involved in more accidents per mile than those

      aged 30-54, and the number of accidents per mile

      rises sharply at about age 75.

 

 II.   Health is a second critical factor in temporary 

      and permanent decisions about whether to 

      continue, limit, or cease driving.  Major surgeries, 

      certain disease diagnoses, vision problems, 

      hearing loss, limited mobility, or any condition that

      causes loss of consciousness or involuntary 

      motion require honest personal assessment and

      consultation with others in determining if and when

      a Sister may safely resume driving.  In addition,

      drivers need to be cautious about prescription and

      over-the-counter drugs that cause drowsiness. 

      Drug interactions especially between prescription 

      and non-prescription drugs (including herbal 

      medications), can affect alertness and one’s ability

      to operate a vehicle safely.

 

      Drivers in good health can also be subject to 

      drowsiness caused by fatigue.  All drivers need

      to be conscientious about giving their full attention

      while they are behind the wheel.  Talking on the

      phone while driving should be avoided as much as

      possible to insure safe driving.

 

III. Performance is the third key consideration 

     affecting decisions about driving.  A record of 

     several accidents or moving traffic violations, as

     well as illegal actions involving driving, may lead 

     to the immediate termination of driving privileges,

     temporarily or permanently.

DRIVER  SAFETY  PROCEDURES
 

To meet our responsibilities for safety and the common good, all drivers shall cooperate with the following driver safety procedures:

 

 Each driver is expected to have a valid license
     issued by the state in which she resides.  She is 
     expected to be familiar with and comply with the

     state driving rules.  
 

 Every five years all licensed drivers under the age of 70 will take a driver refresher course or complete a self-assessment form in dialogue with a member of the Provincial Council.  
   (Information concerning these courses will be 

available from the Provincial Council)
 

 Every two years licensed drivers over the age of 70 will be required to take a driver refresher course or complete a self-assessment form in dialogue with a member of the Provincial Council.
 

 During the calendar year when a driver becomes 
     75 and every two years thereafter, she will 

     participate in an individual evaluation of her driving 

     conducted by a professional agency identified by 

     the Provincial Council.

 

 HEALTH – At any age a driver with a serious 
     medical condition should consult with her physician

     about her ability to drive safely.  Serious conditions

     such as those outlined below may also prompt the

     Provincial Council to request a medical consult 

     and/or driving evaluation.  Conditions known to
     adversely affect driver safety include, but are not 

     limited to, the following, unless or until a physician

     attests that the driver has reached an appropriate

     state of recovery or control of the condition:

         ~~ orthopedic, abdominal, ocular or other major

              surgeries

 

         ~~ diagnosis of heart disease, diabetes, stroke, 

              or dementia including early stage Alzheimer’s    

              disease

 

         ~~ vision problems such as cataracts, glaucoma, 

              or macular degeneration

 

         ~~ significant hearing loss

 

         ~~ any condition involving seizures, loss of 

              consciousness, recurrent dizziness, limited

              mobility or involuntary motion.

 

 PERFORMANCE –Drivers with poor driving 

     performance may also be asked to take a driver 

     refresher course or to take appropriate medical

     tests.  Other situations that may indicate the need 

     for termination of driving privileges, a medical or

     driving evaluation include, but are not limited to, 

     the following:

 

~~ three moving violations within three years

~~ three or more accidents within three years

~~ two accidents within two years in which the 

     Sister was at fault

 

 Any single instance of DUI (driving under the 

     influence of alcohol or drugs), hit and run, 

     permitting an unlicensed person to drive, driving 

     on a suspended or revoked license or any 

     criminal charge involving a vehicle will necessitate

     an immediate termination of driving privileges and

     further evaluation or assessment.

 

DRIVER  RESPONSIBILITIES
 

 Use of Vehicle:  It is the responsibility of each driver:            
 



 ~~ to obtain and maintain a valid driver’s license
            ~~ to remain informed about and to comply 

                 with traffic rules and automobile safety

                 requirements, including the wearing of seat

                 belts by all occupants

 

            ~~ to retain in the vehicle the papers required by 

                 the state (e.g. insurance card, copy of vehicle 

                 registration) and apply the yearly registration 

                 sticker to license tag prior to expiration of the

                 previous sticker

 

            ~~ to limit the use of the assigned vehicle only 

                 to members of the community or when an 

                 emergency  arises only to legally qualified 

                 and generally safe drivers personally

                 known to the Sister


 ~~ to seek and comply with the advice of 

                 physicians regarding temporarily or 

                 permanently restricted driving because of 

                 various health reasons

           ~~ to exercise concern for personal safety, the

                safety of others, and the good of the 

                community in assessing their own driving 

                ability and limiting their driving in accord

                with changing circumstances of health, vision,

                agility, or mental alertness

 

 Auto Maintenance: It is the responsibility of each driver:

 

          ~~ to maintain the vehicle’s use in accord with 

    the vehicle’s manual and the  maintenance

               schedule sheet from the provincial car liaison
          ~~ to communicate with provincial car liaison  

               regarding major repairs and concerns 

               about the vehicle

 

 Accident Reporting:  It is the responsibility of each 



  driver:            
 

         ~~ Review and understand accident procedures 

              information (will be included with community

              maintenance sheet)

 

        ~~ Report accidents as mandated by law to the 

             police and to community treasurer for 

             the purpose of complying with legal and 

             insurance requirements

 

        ~~ Report to the provincial car liaison, even 

             when the damage may seem insignificant ,

             any damage to the vehicle, including hail 

             damage, vandalism, etc. 

 
 

DRIVER  RETIREMENT
 

The decision to stop driving or to terminate driving 

privileges is a difficult one.  The best situation is one that comes from an honest assessment of one’s skills and the recognition of the need for personal safety, 

the safety of others, and the good of the community.

 

 Personal Decision:  Often this decision comes after a period of self-limited driving during which a driver has eliminated driving at night, driving long distances, driving on the freeway, driving during bad weather, 
driving during rush hour, etc.  In other words, she, herself,  has restricted her driving to avoid situations that make her nervous and therefore more likely to be involved in an accident.  
 

 Assistance of Others:  Sometimes a driver needs the assistance of others to recognize the value of limiting her driving or to come to the difficult decision to stop driving.  Friends, community members, and others in a position to observe a Sister’s driving ability should express their concern to the Sister.  Suggestions about 
taking a safe driver or defensive driving course may lead 
the Sister to a more objective assessment of her skills.  Conversations exploring the possibility that certain 
health concerns may be affecting a Sister’s abilities may 
lead to consultation with a physician or occupational therapist.  Kindness, tact and empathy, combined

with clarity and truth-telling, can help a Sister open herself to the possibility of limiting  or ending her driving.
 

 Direct Intervention:  Occasionally, direct intervention by the Provincial Council is 
needed to resolve a question of restricting or terminating driving privileges.  Such    direct intervention usually comes after others express concern about a Sister’s driver safety and have been unsuccessful in persuading the Sister to

     take corrective action.
 

 Photo Identification Card:  When a Sister retires 
     from driving, she should obtain a government issued

     photo ID to replace her driver’s license.  It is best to

     obtain the photo ID before a driver’s license expires

     because the driver’s license will provide the proof of 

     identity required for issuance of a state ID card.
 

 

 

 

 










