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Theme 6: The Master who accompanies you
1 – Welcome–Hymn 

2 – Presentation of the theme

There are many different roads for men and women to take, and they often end up being very different 
from what we first imagined. The Master, the Risen One, walks alongside many of our brothers and sisters 
that we dare to judge for their choices.  While it is important for us to judge people’s actions, we must resile 
from judging the actual person, leaving that to the Master who alone knows the hidden motives in each 
heart. The Master is their traveling companion, an attentive and sympathetic listener. Through the warmth 
of his word, he dispels all doubts and cheers even the most bewildered heart.

3 – Hymn 

4. Invocation to the Holy Spirit for hearing the Word

T – Lord Jesus, send us your Spirit so that we may be helped to read the Scriptures with the same insight 
you shared with your disciples on the road to Emmaus. With the light of your Word revealed in the Bible, 
you helped your disciples discover God’s presence in the disturbing events of your condemnation and 
death. Thus the cross, which seemed to mark the death of hope, became for them a source of life and 
resurrection.

Create in us a stillness so we can hear your voice in creation and in Scripture, in events and in people, 
especially in the poor and suffering. May your word guide us so that we too, like the two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus, may know the power of your resurrection and witness to others that you live now among 
us, the true source of fraternity, justice and peace. This we ask you, Jesus, Son of Mary, you who revealed 
the Father to us and sent us your Spirit. Amen.



LECTIO DIVINA TOWARDS THE  WYD RIO2013
“Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations” (Mt 28,19)

www.rio2013.com 2

5 – A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke (Lk 24, 13-35)

Reader 1 -   Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, 
and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred.  And it happened that while they were 
conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing him. He asked them, "What are you discussing as you walk along?" They stopped, looking downcast. 
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of 
the things that have taken place there in these days?" And he replied to them, "What sort of things?" They said to 
him, "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people,  how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified 
him.  But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since this took place.  Some women from our group, however, have astounded us they were at the tomb early 
in the morning  and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who announced that he was alive.  Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just 
as the women had described, but him they did not see." And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are! How 

slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer  these things and enter into his glory?" Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the 
scriptures. As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the 
impression that he was going on farther.  But they urged him, "Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening and the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. And it 
happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, "Were not 
our hearts burning (within us) while he spoke to us on the way and opened the 
scriptures to us?" So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they 
found gathered together the eleven and those with them who were saying, "The 
Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!" Then the two recounted 
what had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.

6–Silence (3’)

7–Short commentary on the text

Reader 2 – The well known account of the disciples on the way to Emmaus is a story of a distancing that is 
born of a kind of disillusionment or disappointment, resulting even a lack of hope itself : “we were hoping that 
he would be the one to redeem Israel” (v. 21). The disciples were leaving the holy city, the place par excellence 
in which they had placed their joy and hope, the place of God’s dwelling. Now even this place did not seem to 
matter. The stone before the tomb sealed off their hope in the Master, the liberating Messiah.

Reader 3 – The only thing they have is the amazing news of the women who saw Jesus alive, but they had 
not seen him. This account does not speak of some apparition, but of a recognition. It tells us how to recognize 
the Master today on our journey. Jesus is walking with him, He is at their side, listening to them with empathy, 
rebuking them mildly, but most of all warming their heart with his words. The recognition comes through the 
everyday event of breaking bread, recalling a sharing with the Master that they had experienced countless time. 

Reader 4 – At this very moment the Master once again removes himself from their sight. A physical presence opens 
up a spiritual absence, and this absence takes on the sign of the Word and Bread of Life. The two disciples’ return to 
Jerusalem marks the beginning of a daily life warmed by the Word and nourished with the bread of sharing. 
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8 – Silence (2’)

9 – Hymn

10 – Read or listen to  the Word again  – – Reader 1 – Gospel according to Mark (Mk 5: 21-43) 

11 – Sharing (with questions and intercessory prayers)
Some questions for us

1. “Two of them were on their way”.  Have there been, or are their even still reasons that motivated you to 
turn away from your Jerusalem? Why do many young people distance themselves from the practice of their 
religion, thus almost losing confidence?
2. “Jesus himself drew near and walked with them”. Have you met people who, like Jesus, walked with you, 
listening to you, warming your heart, instilling confidence in you, even with an occasional rebuke?
3. “So they set out at once”. Have you also been a wayfarer like Jesus to your traveling companions and those 
you met along the road?

12 – Psalm 121

I raise my eyes toward the mountains. 
From where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,  the maker of heaven and earth.
God will not allow your foot to slip;  your guardian does not sleep.
Truly, the guardian of Israel  never slumbers nor sleeps.
The LORD is your guardian;  the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
By day the sun cannot harm you,  nor the moon by night.
The LORD will guard you from all evil, will always guard your life.
The LORD will guard your coming and going  both now and forever.

13 – Mandate (personal commitment to practice until the next meeting)

14- Final hymn and sign of peace.


