
 
Bible Quotes Related to the Priesthood 

 
Exodus 19:6  

"but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites." 
 
Numbers 1:48-53   

"The Lord had said to Moses: 'Only the tribe of Levi you shall not enroll, and you shall not take a census of them with the other Israelites. Rather 
you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the covenant, and over all its equipment, and over all that belongs to it; they are to carry the 
tabernacle and all its equipment, and they shall tend it, and shall camp around the tabernacle. When the tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall 
take it down; and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up. And any outsider who comes near shall be put to death. The other 
Israelites shall camp in their respective regimental camps, by companies; but the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle of the covenant,* so 
that there may be no wrath on the congregation of the Israelites; and the Levites shall perform the guard duty of the tabernacle of the covenant." 

 
(Letter to the) Hebrews 5: 1-4   

"Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is 
able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own 
sins as well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honour, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was." 

 
Leviticus 5:1, 5-6   

"When any of you sin in that you have heard a public adjuration to testify and—though able to testify as one who has seen or learned of the 
matter—do not speak up, you are subject to punishment. ... When you realize your guilt in any of these, you shall confess the sin that you have 
committed. And you shall bring to the LORD, as your penalty for the sin that you have committed, a female from the flock, a sheep or a goat, as a 
sin-offering; and the priest shall make atonement on your behalf for your sin." 

 
1 Peter 3: 18-22    

"For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 
John 6: 48-58 

“’I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a man 
may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread 
which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he 
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he 
who eats me will live because of me. This is the bread which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread 
will live for ever.’" 
 

Genesis 14:18-20 
And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High. 19He blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by 
God Most High, maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High,  who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’ 
And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 

 
Psalm 110 

The Lord says to my lord,   ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.’  
The Lord sends out from Zion your mighty sceptre.  Rule in the midst of your foes.  
Your people will offer themselves willingly  on the day you lead your forces  on the holy mountains. 
From the womb of the morning,    like dew, your youth will come to you.  
The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,  ‘You are a priest for ever according to the order of Melchizedek.’*  
The Lord is at your right hand;  he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.  
He will execute judgement among the nations, filling them with corpses; he will shatter heads over the wide earth.  
He will drink from the stream by the path;  therefore he will lift up his head. 

 
Hebrews 6:17 - 7:22 (long quote on legitimacy of Christ as High Priest citing Mechizekek): 

"...when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it by an 
oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be strongly 
encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind 
the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest for ever according to the order of Melchizedek. 
   This ‘King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed him’; and 
to him Abraham apportioned ‘one-tenth of everything’. His name, in the first place, means ‘king of righteousness’; next he is also king of Salem, that 
is, ‘king of peace’. Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of 
God, he remains a priest for ever.  
   See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of the spoils. And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office 
have a commandment in the law to collect tithes* from the people, that is, from their kindred, though these also are descended from Abraham. But 
this man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had received the promises. It is beyond 
dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. In the one case, tithes are received by those who are mortal; in the other, by one of whom it is 



testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his 
ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  
   Another Priest, Like Melchizedek.  Now if perfection had been attainable through the levitical priesthood—for the people received the law under 
this priesthood—what further need would there have been to speak of another priest arising according to the order of Melchizedek, rather than one 
according to the order of Aaron? For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. Now the one of 
whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was 
descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.  
    It is even more obvious when another priest arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not through a legal requirement 
concerning physical descent, but through the power of an indestructible life. For it is attested of him, 
   ‘You are a priest for ever,  according to the order of Melchizedek.’  
   There is, on the one hand, the abrogation of an earlier commandment because it was weak and ineffectual (for the law made nothing perfect); 
there is, on the other hand, the introduction of a better hope, through which we approach God.  
This was confirmed with an oath; for others who became priests took their office without an oath, but this one became a priest with an oath, 
because of the one who said to him, 
   ‘The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest for ever” ’— accordingly Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better 
covenant. 
 

Mark 2: 5-7   
“And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘My Son, you sins are forgiven.’  Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning 
in their hearts ‘why does this man speak thus?  It is blasphemy!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?’” 

 
John 20:21-23 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.’ And when he had said this, he breathed on them, 
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’” 

 
Mark 6: 7, 12-13 

And Christ called to him the twelve, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over unclean spirits…  So they went out and 
preached that men should repent.  And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many that were sick and healed them.   
 

Luke 22: 8-20 
“So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the passover for us, that we may eat it.’ They said to him, ‘Where will you have us prepare 
it?’ He said to them, ‘Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house which he 
enters, and tell the householder, `The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I am to eat the passover with my disciples?' And he 
will show you a large upper room furnished; there make ready.’ And they went, and found it as he had told them; and they prepared the passover. 
And when the hour came, he sat at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer; for I tell you I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
‘Take this, and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ 
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ And likewise the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.’” 

 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29 

“I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, 
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who 
eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon himself.” 
 

2 Timothy 1: 5-14 
“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lo'is and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you. 
Hence I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a 
spirit of power and love and self-control. Do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the 
gospel in the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose and the grace 
which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer 
as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to 
me. Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has 
been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. “ 
 

Matthew 19: 11-12 
“Jesus said to them, ‘Not all men can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, 
and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven. He who is able to receive this, let him receive it.’” 
 

1 Corinthians 7:32-35  
“I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; but the married man is 
anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the unmarried woman or girl is anxious about the affairs of 
the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit; but the married woman is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please her husband. I say this for your 
own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.”  
 

Revelation 14:1-5    
“Then I looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s name 
written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard was 
like the sound of harpers playing on their harps, and they sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the 
elders. No one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women for they are chaste; it is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes; these have been redeemed from mankind as 
first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless.”  


