
The Catholic Relief Services Collection
Office of National Collections
3211 Fourth Street NE  •  Washington, DC 20017-1194

202-541-3400  •  fax 202-541-3460  •  www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

Dear Editor/Communications Director,

The Catholic Relief Services Collection funds six Catholic agencies that work to serve our suffering brothers 
and sisters around the world. Through humanitarian aid, resettling displaced individuals and families, and 
providing legal and advocacy services for migrants, the Catholic Relief Services Collection allows us to see 
every encounter with a person who is suffering as an opportunity to help Jesus in disguise. 

After living a quiet life for years, one man in West Darfur, Sudan, had to take his family and flee his home 
because of violence in the region. In a new town, the family found refuge in a compound filled with other 
displaced families. They lived for two years in a rough shelter of cardboard, sticks, and plastic. Some fathers 
slept outside in order to make room for their families inside. The living conditions were unsanitary and 
humiliating. Many children became sick. 

In response to this situation, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) worked with local authorities to relocate these 
families, numbering more than 2,300 people. CRS staff provided plans for simple houses, with frames that 
could be collapsed. The families contributed labor and local materials. Together with CRS staff, they built 
clean and spacious dwellings, which have dramatically changed their quality of life. When the families return 
to their villages one day, they plan to take their new houses with them.  

Religious Immigration Services (RIS), a division of Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) 
helps members of religious communities navigate the complicated system of visa requirements and 
immigration laws. In the United States, a community of three elderly sisters faced declining health, which 
made it difficult for them to carry out the activities of the convent and to travel for doctor’s appointments. 
RIS advocates helped this community bring two younger sisters over from the Philippines. These new sisters 
will be able to take care of the convent and help the older sisters continue their religious service.  

You can make this collection more successful by promoting the collection through your publication(s), 
website, and any other outlets available to you. In most dioceses, this collection will occur the weekend 
of March 14-15, though your (arch)diocese may schedule it at a different time. Materials to promote the 
collection are available at www.usccb.org (search “Catholic Relief Services Collection Resources”). There 
you will find ads, web banners, and other useful information. 

For more information, please contact me at 202-541-3365 or bkennedy@usccb.org. We truly appreciate your 
support of the Catholic Relief Services Collection. 

With gratitude,

Bevin Kennedy 
Assistant Director, Promotions, Office of National Collections 

HELP     esus
IN DISGUISE

“Amen, I sAy to you, whAtever you dId  
for one of these leAst brothers 

of mIne, you dId for me.” (mt 25:40)


