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Dear Diocesan Coordinator,

The Czech association for women and girls and the protection of unborn life (Obcanske sdruzeni ONZ—
pomoc a poradenstvi pro zeny a divky) has worked for 23 years to reduce the rate of abortions in the Czech 
Republic. When the association opened its doors in 1990 after the Velvet Revolution, half of all pregnancies 
in the country ended in abortion. Through innovative counseling and support programs at six regional 
centers for women in difficult situations, the association has played a major role in reducing the abortion 
rate from 50 percent to 20 percent. The centers work to protect the human dignity of both mothers and 
children, advocating for the right to life of the unborn.

Recently, the association experienced a crisis when the Czech government withdrew operational support for 
its programs. The Subcommittee on the Church in Central and Eastern Europe provided a critical bridge 
grant that allowed the association to continue its operations while searching for a permanent funding 
solution. In 2014, the Czech Bishops’ Conference announced that it would fund the association’s operating 
expenses from its own budget, thereby guaranteeing the future of the association and its crucial work. 

In order to continue funding projects like this one, the collection needs your help. Most dioceses hold the 
collection on Ash Wednesday, February 18. Please encourage your parishes to use the posters, fliers, and 
bulletin announcements. Speaking about the collection at Mass is the most important thing parishes 
can do. Additional materials, such as ads and web banners, are available at www.usccb.org (search “Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe Resources”).  

For more information please contact me at 202-541-3346 or bkennedy@usccb.org. We truly appreciate your 
support of the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. 

With gratitude,

Bevin Kennedy 
Assistant Director, Promotions, Office of National Collections
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