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Dear Diocesan Coordinator,

In the predominantly Orthodox Russian Siberia, the Catholic 
Church makes up just a tiny portion of the faithful population. 
Yet, many Catholic religious communities from around the globe continue to make their homes in 
Siberia despite its rural terrain and di�  cult climate. � ese communities tirelessly provide necessary care 
for orphans and the homeless, and aid to families in need—all in addition to spiritually shepherding a 
remote community. 

In the Diocese of Irkutsk, the Sister Servants of the Immaculate Conception in Angarsk, Siberia are no 
di� erent. Operating out of a small, single family home, the sisters began to care for local children during the 
day while parents or guardians went out to � nd employment or to report to work. Many of these children 
were hungry when they arrived in the morning and were poorly clothed during the harsh winters. � e 
sisters, providing for more and more children, began to outgrow their small home. With the help of the 
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, the sisters built a new, larger daycare center, 
complete with heat, indoor plumbing, and a kitchen. � e sisters also constructed a small garden that the 
children are able to help care for in-between their lessons. 

In order to fund projects like these, the Collection needs your help. It will occur in most dioceses on Ash 
Wednesday, March 5. Your support is vital to its success. Please encourage your parishes to use the posters, 
� iers, and bulletin announcements. Speaking about the Collection at Mass is the most important thing 
parishes can do. Additional materials, such as ads and web banners, are available at www.usccb.org (search 
“Church in Central and Eastern Europe Resources”). 

For more information, please contact me at 202-541-3346 or bkennedy@usccb.org. We truly appreciate your 
support of the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. 

With gratitude,

Bevin Kennedy
Assistant Director, Promotions, O�  ce of National Collections
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