
National Collection: Weekend of January 24-25 2015
(or a date set by your diocese) 

Dear Diocesan Director,

Like many Catholics throughout the world, the people of Latin America and the Caribbean also struggle to live and 
share their faith. Many Catholics do not understand the Catholic faith, or its relation to their daily lives. In order to 
share the faith, they must first have opportunities to learn about it and incorporate it into the way they live. Catechists 
perform this essential task of providing opportunities for families and others to learn about their faith and make that 
connection to daily living, so that families can then share their love of the faith with their children and the community.

The Diocese of Santa Rosa de Osos in Colombia has a long history of living with drug trafficking and criminal activity. 
Though the situation has improved, residents are still faced with poverty and violence. Thanks to a grant from the 
Collection for the Church in Latin America, a project called Nuestra Iglesia particular en camino de Iniciación Cristiana 
(Our Church Traveling the Journey of Christian Initiation) helped the faithful of the diocese to share their faith by 
training catechists and renewing the lives of communities, according to the ways of the New Evangelization. The diocese 
also formed bible study facilitators, who have in turn established bible study groups in parishes. The project envisioned 
touching all eighty-four parishes in the diocese, covering an area of 22,000 square kilometers. Training catechists in the 
parishes and providing access to bible study groups and other workshops and seminars is helping parishioners and others 
to live their faith amid challenging circumstances.

The national date for the Collection for the Church in Latin America is the weekend of January 24-25, 2015. 
However, your (arch)diocese may take up the collection on a different weekend. Through this collection, you can 
help families in Latin America deepen and share their faith. Please encourage your parishes and  your diocesan 
communications director to use the materials provided.

If you have any questions or need additional materials, please contact me at 202-541-3346 or bkennedy@usccb.org. 
Resources are available online at www.usccb.org (search “Church in Latin America Collection Resources”). Helpful items 
include bulletin announcements, web banners, and additional information about the collection and its funded projects.

On behalf of those who benefit from the collection, thank you for sharing your faith. 

Sincerely,

Bevin Kennedy
Assistant Director, Promotions 
Office of National Collections
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