
Dear Father,

I am asking you to lend me your pulpit for a Sunday. Not physically, but spiritually; that you might take my words that 
you see in this appeal and share it with the generous people of your parish. It is about the Church in Africa, a young 
Church, a new Church, in some areas a struggling Church, but in every area a Church in real need of help. 

The Church in Africa reveals a picture of both suffering and hope. Many people face a daily reality of food insecurity, 
water shortage, unemployment, lack of medical care, and illiteracy. At the same time, Catholicism is flourishing among the 
people of Africa. There are many new vocations to the priesthood and the religious life, and many of these new priests and 
sisters come to serve the people of the United States. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa gives much needed 
aid to the Church in Africa and expresses the gratitude of the Church in the United States for the warm and generous 
assistance of the African priests and sisters in our parishes.

In Borana, Ethiopia, the people are traditionally nomadic, often living on the fringes of society with little or no 
exposure to Christianity. The Spiritan Fathers have been working for the past 40 years in this region. They run a village 
teaching program and a catechetical program for children, as well as seminars and workshops on the faith for youth and 
adults. During 2012, the Spiritans offered two weekend workshops for adults and two separate workshops for the youth 
with a grant from the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 

Workshop participants increased their sense of ownership toward their faith life and their sense of responsibility 
toward the work of the Church. In the village of Dhadim, a catechist named Fedha spoke of how the pastoral programs 
changed lives. He said that the growth of faith in the youth and their witness to the Church are two of the most visible 
signs of change in his community. Two new churches were opened and 182 parishioners received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The Spiritans also oversee Sunday school teaching programs, which give children a strong foundation in 
the faith.

In order to fund projects like these, the Collection needs your help. The most important thing you can do to help us 
promote the Collection is to tell your parishioners about it during Mass. You will soon receive any additional materials 
your diocese ordered for you. If you have any questions, please contact Bevin Kennedy, Assistant Director of Promotions 
in the Office of National Collections, at 202-541-3346 or ncpromo@usccb.org. Thank you for standing in solidarity with 
the Church in Africa.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Africa 
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“THE CHURCH IN 

AFRICA IS ITSELF 

CALLED TO PLAY AN 

ACTIVE ROLE IN GOD’S 

PLAN OF SALVATION.” 

—Pope John Paul II,

Ecclesia in Africa

    SimpleSTEPS 

                                       Here are four simple steps for promoting the  
                                       Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa: 

u	Use the bulletin announcements, parish appeal, collection envelopes, and posters that have been 
provided to educate your parishioners about the Collection and the people it supports. 

v	
Insert the flier for the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa into your bulletins.

w	
Preach about the daily hardships endured by many Africans and the work being done by the 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa to assist them. 

x	
Announce the Collection from the pulpit. This is the easiest and most effective way to help make 
the Collection successful.

y	
Pray as a community for the Church in Africa, that God will give both spiritual and material 
sustenance to relieve the burdens of those who suffer. 

ParishAPPEAL 

English

The Church in Africa reveals a picture of both suffering and hope. Many people 
face a daily reality of food insecurity, water shortage, unemployment, lack of medical 
care, and illiteracy. At the same time, Catholicism is flourishing among the people 
of Africa. There are many vocations, and many of these new priests and sisters come 

to serve the people of the United States. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in 
Africa gives much needed aid to the Church in Africa and expresses the gratitude of 

the Church in the United States for the warm and generous assistance of the African 
priests and sisters in our parishes.

Español

La Iglesia en África revela una imagen de sufrimiento y de esperanza. Muchas personas enfrentan la diaria 
realidad de la inseguridad alimentaria, la escasez de agua, el desempleo, la falta de atención médica y el 
analfabetismo. Al mismo tiempo, el catolicismo está floreciendo entre los pueblos de África. Hay muchas 
nuevas vocaciones y muchos de estos nuevos sacerdotes y religiosas vienen a servir a los fieles en Estados 
Unidos. El Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia en África le ofrece la ayuda que tanto necesita la Iglesia en 
África y expresa la gratitud de la Iglesia en los Estados Unidos por la cálida y generosa asistencia que prestan las 
religiosas y los sacerdotes africanos en nuestras parroquias. 

n  SOLIDARITY FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA  n

English

The Week before the Solidarity Fund Appeal

Next week our parish will take up a Collection for 
the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 
While those in the region are inspired by the faith, 
they face the challenges of high rates of poverty and 
unemployment, as well as illiteracy and inadequate 
education. The Solidarity Fund supports essential 
pastoral projects all over the continent that nourish 
the people of this growing Church. Please give 
generously in next week’s Collection. 

The Week of the Solidarity Fund Appeal

The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa sup-
ports pastoral projects that support the growth of the 
Church in Africa. These projects include teaching 
catechism classes, building new churches, and offering 
retreats to weary church personnel in conflict areas. 
This Collection is a way for us to express solidarity 
with our African brothers and sisters and work for 
their spiritual and material development.  Please be 
generous in this Collection. 

The Week after the Solidarity Fund Appeal

Thank you for your support of the Solidarity Fund 
for the Church in Africa. Your generosity will 
provide care for the people of Africa by funding the 
construction of new churches, as well as catechesis, 
workshops, retreats, and other programs. Amidst the 
challenges of this region, the Church continues to 
grow rapidly. Your gift is an expression of support, 
strengthening them in their faith. Please visit www.
usccb.org (search “Church in Africa”), to learn more 
about the projects supported by the Solidarity Fund.

BulletinANNOUNCEMENTS

Español

La semana antes de la Colecta para el Fondo 

de Solidaridad

La próxima semana nuestra parroquia realizará la 
Colecta para el Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia 
en África. Aunque los de esa región están inspirados 
por la fe, ellos enfrentan los desafíos de una alta 
tasa de pobreza y de desempleo, el analfabetismo y 
una educación deficiente. El Fondo de Solidaridad 
financia proyectos pastorales básicos en todo el 
continente que nutren a las personas de esta Iglesia en 
crecimiento. Por favor, contribuya generosamente a la 
Colecta de la próxima semana.

La semana de la Colecta para el Fondo  
de Solidaridad

El Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia en África 
financia proyectos pastorales que apoyan el crecimien-
to de la Iglesia en África.  Estos proyectos incluyen la 
enseñanza en clases de catequesis, la construcción de 
nuevas iglesias y los retiros que se ofrecen al personal 
de la Iglesia en zonas de conflicto. Esta Colecta es 
una forma de expresar nuestra solidaridad con nues-
tras hermanas y hermanos africanos y trabajar por su 
desarrollo espiritual y material. Por favor, contribuya 
generosamente a esta Colecta. 

La semana después de la Colecta para el Fondo 
de Solidaridad

Muchas gracias por su apoyo al Fondo de Solidaridad 
para la Iglesia en África. Su generosidad les brindará 
asistencia a las personas en África al financiar la 
construcción de nuevas iglesias, así como catequesis, 
talleres, retiros y otros programas. En medio de los 
desafíos en esta región, la Iglesia continúa creciendo 
rápidamente. Su donativo es una expresión de apoyo, 
fortaleciéndoles a ellos en su fe. Por favor, visite 
www.usccb.org (busque “Church in Africa”), para 
informarse más acerca de los proyectos financiados 
por el Fondo de Solidaridad. 

n  SOLIDARITY FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA  n
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Dear Father,

I am asking you to lend me your pulpit for a Sunday. Not physically, but spiritually; that you might take my words that 
you see in this appeal and share it with the generous people of your parish. It is about the Church in Africa, a young 
Church, a new Church, in some areas a struggling Church, but in every area a Church in real need of help. 

The Church in Africa reveals a picture of both suffering and hope. Many people face a daily reality of food insecurity, 
water shortage, unemployment, lack of medical care, and illiteracy. At the same time, Catholicism is flourishing among the 
people of Africa. There are many new vocations to the priesthood and the religious life, and many of these new priests and 
sisters come to serve the people of the United States. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa gives much needed 
aid to the Church in Africa and expresses the gratitude of the Church in the United States for the warm and generous 
assistance of the African priests and sisters in our parishes.

In Borana, Ethiopia, the people are traditionally nomadic, often living on the fringes of society with little or no 
exposure to Christianity. The Spiritan Fathers have been working for the past 40 years in this region. They run a village 
teaching program and a catechetical program for children, as well as seminars and workshops on the faith for youth and 
adults. During 2012, the Spiritans offered two weekend workshops for adults and two separate workshops for the youth 
with a grant from the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 

Workshop participants increased their sense of ownership toward their faith life and their sense of responsibility 
toward the work of the Church. In the village of Dhadim, a catechist named Fedha spoke of how the pastoral programs 
changed lives. He said that the growth of faith in the youth and their witness to the Church are two of the most visible 
signs of change in his community. Two new churches were opened and 182 parishioners received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. The Spiritans also oversee Sunday school teaching programs, which give children a strong foundation in 
the faith.

In order to fund projects like these, the Collection needs your help. The most important thing you can do to help us 
promote the Collection is to tell your parishioners about it during Mass. You will soon receive any additional materials 
your diocese ordered for you. If you have any questions, please contact Bevin Kennedy, Assistant Director of Promotions 
in the Office of National Collections, at 202-541-3346 or ncpromo@usccb.org. Thank you for standing in solidarity with 
the Church in Africa.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Africa 

Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa
Office of National Collections  |  United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 Fourth Street NE  |  Washington, DC 20017-1194

Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa | Office of National Collections | www.usccb.org/nationalcollections
3211 Fourth Street NE | Washington, DC 20017-1194 | (202) 541-3346 | Fax (202) 541-3460   104001-14
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“THE CHURCH IN 

AFRICA IS ITSELF 

CALLED TO PLAY AN 

ACTIVE ROLE IN GOD’S 

PLAN OF SALVATION.” 

—Pope John Paul II,

Ecclesia in Africa

    SimpleSTEPS 

                                       Here are four simple steps for promoting the  
                                       Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa: 

u	Use the bulletin announcements, parish appeal, collection envelopes, and posters that have been 
provided to educate your parishioners about the Collection and the people it supports. 

v	
Insert the flier for the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa into your bulletins.

w	
Preach about the daily hardships endured by many Africans and the work being done by the 
Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa to assist them. 

x	
Announce the Collection from the pulpit. This is the easiest and most effective way to help make 
the Collection successful.

y	
Pray as a community for the Church in Africa, that God will give both spiritual and material 
sustenance to relieve the burdens of those who suffer. 

ParishAPPEAL 

English

The Church in Africa reveals a picture of both suffering and hope. Many people 
face a daily reality of food insecurity, water shortage, unemployment, lack of medical 
care, and illiteracy. At the same time, Catholicism is flourishing among the people 
of Africa. There are many vocations, and many of these new priests and sisters come 

to serve the people of the United States. The Solidarity Fund for the Church in 
Africa gives much needed aid to the Church in Africa and expresses the gratitude of 

the Church in the United States for the warm and generous assistance of the African 
priests and sisters in our parishes.

Español

La Iglesia en África revela una imagen de sufrimiento y de esperanza. Muchas personas enfrentan la diaria 
realidad de la inseguridad alimentaria, la escasez de agua, el desempleo, la falta de atención médica y el 
analfabetismo. Al mismo tiempo, el catolicismo está floreciendo entre los pueblos de África. Hay muchas 
nuevas vocaciones y muchos de estos nuevos sacerdotes y religiosas vienen a servir a los fieles en Estados 
Unidos. El Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia en África le ofrece la ayuda que tanto necesita la Iglesia en 
África y expresa la gratitud de la Iglesia en los Estados Unidos por la cálida y generosa asistencia que prestan las 
religiosas y los sacerdotes africanos en nuestras parroquias. 

n  SOLIDARITY FUND FOR THE CHURCH IN AFRICA  n

English

The Week before the Solidarity Fund Appeal

Next week our parish will take up a Collection for 
the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa. 
While those in the region are inspired by the faith, 
they face the challenges of high rates of poverty and 
unemployment, as well as illiteracy and inadequate 
education. The Solidarity Fund supports essential 
pastoral projects all over the continent that nourish 
the people of this growing Church. Please give 
generously in next week’s Collection. 

The Week of the Solidarity Fund Appeal

The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa sup-
ports pastoral projects that support the growth of the 
Church in Africa. These projects include teaching 
catechism classes, building new churches, and offering 
retreats to weary church personnel in conflict areas. 
This Collection is a way for us to express solidarity 
with our African brothers and sisters and work for 
their spiritual and material development.  Please be 
generous in this Collection. 

The Week after the Solidarity Fund Appeal

Thank you for your support of the Solidarity Fund 
for the Church in Africa. Your generosity will 
provide care for the people of Africa by funding the 
construction of new churches, as well as catechesis, 
workshops, retreats, and other programs. Amidst the 
challenges of this region, the Church continues to 
grow rapidly. Your gift is an expression of support, 
strengthening them in their faith. Please visit www.
usccb.org (search “Church in Africa”), to learn more 
about the projects supported by the Solidarity Fund.

BulletinANNOUNCEMENTS

Español

La semana antes de la Colecta para el Fondo 

de Solidaridad

La próxima semana nuestra parroquia realizará la 
Colecta para el Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia 
en África. Aunque los de esa región están inspirados 
por la fe, ellos enfrentan los desafíos de una alta 
tasa de pobreza y de desempleo, el analfabetismo y 
una educación deficiente. El Fondo de Solidaridad 
financia proyectos pastorales básicos en todo el 
continente que nutren a las personas de esta Iglesia en 
crecimiento. Por favor, contribuya generosamente a la 
Colecta de la próxima semana.

La semana de la Colecta para el Fondo  
de Solidaridad

El Fondo de Solidaridad para la Iglesia en África 
financia proyectos pastorales que apoyan el crecimien-
to de la Iglesia en África.  Estos proyectos incluyen la 
enseñanza en clases de catequesis, la construcción de 
nuevas iglesias y los retiros que se ofrecen al personal 
de la Iglesia en zonas de conflicto. Esta Colecta es 
una forma de expresar nuestra solidaridad con nues-
tras hermanas y hermanos africanos y trabajar por su 
desarrollo espiritual y material. Por favor, contribuya 
generosamente a esta Colecta. 

La semana después de la Colecta para el Fondo 
de Solidaridad

Muchas gracias por su apoyo al Fondo de Solidaridad 
para la Iglesia en África. Su generosidad les brindará 
asistencia a las personas en África al financiar la 
construcción de nuevas iglesias, así como catequesis, 
talleres, retiros y otros programas. En medio de los 
desafíos en esta región, la Iglesia continúa creciendo 
rápidamente. Su donativo es una expresión de apoyo, 
fortaleciéndoles a ellos en su fe. Por favor, visite 
www.usccb.org (busque “Church in Africa”), para 
informarse más acerca de los proyectos financiados 
por el Fondo de Solidaridad. 
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