
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Life at the Poverty Line. Every day is about hanging on.
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Parish Appeal 2008 For 37 million Americans, there is a thin line: between eviction and 
home, between hunger and health, between unemployment and work, between anxiety and stability. This line 
is the poverty line, and it is set at an annual income of $20,444 for a family of four. The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development is dedicated to breaking the cycle of poverty by funding community programs that 
encourage independence. You are essential to its success. Your generous donations will give those in poverty 
the support they need to make lasting changes. The goal for our diocese is [$ per person/one hour’s wage/one 
day’s wage]. Together, we can make a difference in families and communities. Please donate prayerfully and 
generously. Thank you.

Dear Father/Parish Coordinator,

In 2006, nearly 37 million Americans were living under the poverty line, and more than one-third were children. 
The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) helps people rise above the poverty line by funding 
programs that focus on addressing root causes—not just symptoms—of poverty. In the midst of an unsure 
economic climate in America, CCHD’s efforts to break the cycle of poverty are more important than ever.

CCHD’s funding has resulted in positive, long-term community improvements since 1970. CCHD-funded groups 
work to create well-paying jobs, strengthen education programs, create affordable housing, and increase access 
to health care. These successes would not be possible without the solidarity of parishioners in the United States. 
Every year, we ask them to join our mission through a generous and prayerful donation to our annual Collection.

I hope you will review and use the enclosed materials, including the Parish Appeal printed below. We know that 
the support of parish leadership is the single greatest reason a collection is successful. Please say a few words to 
promote the Collection.

On behalf of those helped by CCHD, thank you for your generous efforts to support the Collection. Be assured of 
my prayers that your ministry will be strengthened by your acts of solidarity with the poor of our nation.

Cordially yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Roger P. Morin
Auxiliary Bishop of New Orleans
Chairman, Subcommittee on the Catholic Campaign for Human Development
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops



Five Steps to Promote 
the CCHD Collection
Use the bulletin/pulpit announcements provided. 
Additional promotion resources are available at 
www.usccb.org/cchd/resources/index.shtml.

Insert the CCHD flier into all bulletins for the 
weekend before the Collection.

Preach about the problem of poverty in America 
and the gospel call to respond to this problem 
through such Church-sponsored efforts as the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development.

Announce the Collection during Mass—
using the “Parish Appeal” on the front of this 
resource—and encourage generous participation.

Pray as a community that poor and low-income 
people, as well as all who work with them, will 
find lasting solutions to poverty.

Life at the Poverty Line. Every day is about hanging on.

Clip art for bulletins and parish newsletters, along with  
these bulletin announcements, are available at our Web site,  
www.usccb.org/cchd/resources/index.shtml. We can  
also email you a file containing the text. Contact us at 
cchdpromo@usccb.org or 202-541-3346.

For the Weekend Before the Collection
Nearly 37 million people in the United States live below 
the poverty line, and 13 million of those are children. The 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) works 
to create lasting solutions to the problem of poverty through 
real community change. Please donate prayerfully and 
generously to CCHD next weekend to help those in poverty 
help themselves. Visit www.povertyusa.org to learn more.

Para el fin de semana anterior a la Colecta
Casi 37 millones de personas en Estados Unidos viven 
hoy por debajo de la línea de la pobreza, y de ellas 13 
millones son niños. La Campaña Católica para el Desarrollo 
Humano (CCHD, por sus siglas en inglés) trabaja para crear 
soluciones duraderas al problema de la pobreza mediante un 
verdadero cambio en la comunidad. Haga una contribución 
generosa a la CCHD el próximo fin de semana para ayudar 
a los que se encuentran en la pobreza a ayudarse a sí mimos. 
Si desea saber más al respecto, visite www.povertyusa.org.

For the Collection Weekend
Of the 37 million people considered to be living below 
the poverty line, 45% work full time but still do not make 
enough money to feed their families, keep roofs over their 
heads, and pay for health care. The Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD) supports community-
based projects—founded and managed by the poor 
themselves—that work toward building a better and more 
just community where poverty does not exist. You can make 
a difference. Please donate prayerfully and generously in 
today’s CCHD Collection.

Para el fin de semana de la Colecta
De los 37 millones de personas que se considera viven 
por debajo de la línea de la pobreza, 45% trabaja a tiempo 
completo pero aun así no gana dinero suficiente para 
alimentar a sus familias, mantener un techo sobre sus 
cabezas y pagar atención en salud. La Campaña Católica 
para el Desarrollo Humano (CCHD, por sus siglas en inglés) 
apoya proyectos basados en la comunidad —fundados 
y manejados por los pobres mismos— que trabajan para 
construir una comunidad mejor y más justa donde no exista 
la pobreza. Usted puede marcar la diferencia. Haga una 
contribución generosa en la Colecta de hoy de la CCHD.

For the Weekend After the Collection
Thank you! The national and diocesan offices of the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) wish to thank 
you for your generosity in this year’s Collection. Please 
continue to pray for our sisters and brothers living below 
the poverty line right here in the United States and for the 
community groups funded by CCHD that work to end the 
cycle of poverty. Please visit www.usccb.org/cchd to learn more 
and to see how your support is truly making a difference.

Para el fin de semana después de la Colecta
¡Muchas gracias! Las oficinas nacionales y diocesanas de la 
Campaña Católica para el Desarrollo Humano (CCHD, por 
sus siglas en inglés) desean expresarle su agradecimiento por 
su generosidad en la Colecta de este año. Le exhortamos a 
seguir orando por nuestros hermanos y hermanas que viven 
por debajo de la línea de pobreza aquí mismo en Estados 
Unidos, y por los grupos comunales financiados por la 
CCHD que trabajan para acabar con el ciclo de la pobreza. 
Visite www.usccb.org/cchd para conocer más y ver cómo su 
apoyo está verdaderamente marcando la diferencia.

Bulletin/Pulpit Announcements in English and Spanish



Intercessions in English and Spanish

Life at the Poverty Line. Every day is about hanging on.

R/. Lord, hear our prayer.

For our Holy Father, N., our bishop, N., and all Church 
leaders, that they will continue to proclaim Christ’s love 
and compassion for the poor as they lead the Church in 
its work to promote justice in our world, let us pray to the 
Lord. R/.

For the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, for 
all who work to address poverty in this country, and for our 
parish community, that we may follow Christ’s example of 
love and solidarity with the poor. R/.

That we, the people of God, will open our hearts and 
souls to justice so that we will speak and act in ways that 
will eliminate poverty and injustice in this country and 
throughout the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/.

For the 37 million poor and low-income people in our 
country who experience the pain and suffering of poverty 
every day, that we may join with them to break the cycle 
of poverty and create peaceful and just communities, let us 
pray to the Lord. R/.

R/. Señor, escucha nuestra oración.

Por nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa, N., nuestro obispo, 
Mons. N., y todos los líderes de la Iglesia, para que sigan 
proclamando el amor y compasión de Cristo por los pobres y 
guiando a la Iglesia en su trabajo de promover la justicia en 
nuestro mundo, oremos al Señor. R/.

Por la Campaña Católica para el Desarrollo Humano, por 
todos los que trabajan para hacer frente a la pobreza en 
este país, y por la comunidad de nuestra parroquia, para 
que sigan el ejemplo de amor y solidaridad de Cristo con los 
pobres. R/.

Para que nosotros, el pueblo de Dios, abramos nuestro 
corazón a la justicia y hablemos y actuemos de formas que 
eliminen la pobreza y la injusticia en este país y en todo el 
mundo, oremos al Señor. R/.

Por los 37 millones de personas pobres y de bajos ingresos 
que en nuestro país experimentan el dolor y sufrimiento de 
la pobreza cotidianamente, para que nos unamos con ellos 
y así romper el ciclo de la pobreza y crear comunidades 
pacíficas y justas, oremos al Señor. R/.

For use on Appeal and Collection Sundays for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development or at any time 
during the year. Intercession text is available at www.usccb.org/cchd/resources/index.shtml.

“Within the community of 
believers there can never 
be room for a poverty that 

denies anyone what is 
needed for a dignified life.”  
(Pope Benedict XVI, God Is Love [Deus Caritas Est], no. 20)


