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May 22, 2011  falls on a Sunday.  When Mass is celebrated on this day in observance of the National Day of 
Prayer and Remembrance for mariners and all people of the sea, the text for the 5th Sunday of Easter is used and 
the Liturgy of the Word is from Year A. This liturgy guide  provides the proper readings: First Reading: Acts 6: 1-
7; Responsorial Psalm: 33:1-2; 4-5, 18-19; Second Reading: 1Peter 2: 4-9; Gospel: John 14:1-12. 

 

When Mass is celebrated on a day other than Sunday, May 22nd,  in observance of the National Day of Prayer 
and Remembrance for mariners and all people of the sea, the text for the Votive Mass, The Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Star of the Sea is used, when there is no solemnity, feast or obligatory memorial on that day, and/or the diocese 
office of Divine Worship/Liturgy has been consulted. For the text, refer to the Liturgy Guide with the front cover 
and title: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of the Sea. 

 

The text for the Mass, The Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of the Sea,  was approved permanently for use in 
the USA on 21 March 2006 and authorized  by the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, in a Decree signed by Francis Cardinal Arinze, Rome, 2 February 2005.  

 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 

“Stella Maris (‘Star of the Sea’) has long been the favorite title by which seafaring people have called on her in whose 
protection they have always trusted: the Blessed Virgin Mary. Jesus Christ, her Son, accompanied his disciples in 
their boat, helped them in their labours and calmed the storms. Thus the Church also accompanies seafarers, taking 
care of the specific spiritual needs of those who for various reasons live and work in the maritime world”. 

(From the Apostolic Letter Motu Propio ‘On the Apostleship of the Sea’, Pope John Paul II, 31 January 1997). 

 

National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for mariners and all people of the sea 

May 22nd is National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for mariners and all people of the sea. This was designated 
and approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops on November 14, 2005 to encourage the faithful 
in the United States to support, remember and pray for maritime workers such as merchant mariners/seafarers,  

fishermen, port personnel and those in the maritime industry.  
 

May 22nd coincides with National Maritime Day in the United States, celebrated since 1933 to honor those who 
serve merchant mariners and to recognize the benefits of the maritime industry. Ninety percent of the world’s goods  

are transported by sea and the waterways and there are an estimated 1.2 million merchant mariners/seafarers  

worldwide.   

 

The Apostleship of the Sea logo denotes the three beacons guiding and welcoming mariners to a safe haven, 
now and for eternity. The rays of light (faith) reach for and touch the life preserver (hope) while emanating from a 
warm heart (charity) upon the anchor of stability.   

 

Front cover :The front cover design was created by Joe Klinker, USCG who designed the Apostleship of the 
Sea posters for the National Office of the Apostleship of the Sea for 2010 and 2011, to announce the National 
Day of Prayer  and Remembrance for mariners and all people of the sea. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

— May 22, 2011 —  

Entrance Antiphon 

Sing to the Lord a new song,  
for he has done marvelous deeds; 
he has revealed to the nations his saving power; 
Alleluia 
       

Liturgy of  the Word 

Acts of  the Apostles 6:1-7  
 

                       "A reading from the Acts of  the Apostles ".  
 
As the number of  disciples continued to grow, 
the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews 
because their widows 
were being neglected in the daily distribution. 
So the Twelve called together the community of  the disciples and said, 
“It is not right for us to neglect the word of  God to serve at table. 
Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, 
filled with the Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we shall appoint to this task, 
whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of  the word.” 
The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, 
so they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, 
also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas of  Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
They presented these men to the apostles 
who prayed and laid hands on them. 
The word of  God continued to spread, 
and the number of  the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; 
even a large group of  priests were becoming obedient to the faith. 

 
The Word of  the Lord. 
 

R/  Thanks be to God 
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Responsorial Psalm  
        Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 
 

R. (22) Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
or: Alleluia.  
 

Exult, you just, in the LORD; praise from the upright is fitting. 
Give thanks to the LORD on the harp; with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
or: Alleluia. 
 
Upright is the word of  the LORD, and all his works are trustworthy. 
He loves justice and right; of  the kindness of  the LORD the earth is full. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
or: Alleluia. 
 
See, the eyes of  the LORD are upon those who fear him, upon those who hope for 
his kindness, 
To deliver them from death and preserve them in spite of  famine. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
or: Alleluia. 
 

Second Reading 

 1 Peter 2:4-9  
                       "A reading from the First Letter of  St. Peter ".  
Beloved: 
Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in 
the sight of  God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it says in Scripture: 
Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.  
Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, and 
A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall.  
They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. 

You are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of  his own, 
so that you may announce the praises” of  him who called you out of  darkness into 
his wonderful light. 

The Word of  the Lord. R/  Thanks be to God 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/psalms/psalm33.htm#v1
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord; no one comes to the Father,  

           except through me.   

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel   John 14:1-12  
                   
 Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
You have faith in God; have faith also in me. 
In my Father‟s house there are many dwelling places. 
If  there were not, would I have told you that I am going to  
prepare a place for you? And if  I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back again and take you to myself, 
so that where I am you also may be. Where I am going you know the way.” 
Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; 
how can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If  you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him, 
“Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you for so long a time 
and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, „Show us the Father‟? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. 
The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 
or else, believe because of  the works themselves. 
Amen, amen, I say to you, 
whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, 
and will do greater ones than these, 
because I am going to the Father.” 

 

 The Gospel of  the Lord.       R/  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Prayer over the gifts 

Lord God, 
By this holy exchange of  gifts 
You share with us your divine life. 
Grant that everything we do 
May be directed by the knowledge of  your truth.  
We ask this in the name of  Jesus the Lord. 
 

Preface 
 

Communion antiphon  John 15:5  

I am the vine and you are the branches, says the Lord; he who lives in me, and I in 
him, will bear much fruit, alleluia.  
 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Merciful Father, 
May these mysteries give us new purpose 
And bring us to a new life in you. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer over the people 
 

Lord, 
Help your people to seek you with all their hearts 
And to deserve what you promise. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Icon of Our Lady Star of the Sea was painted in the neo-Coptic style by internationally renowned iconog-
rapher Dr. Stephane Rene. The Coptic icon is the direct heir to the spirituality of the Desert Fathers who were the 
first Christian Monks (Coptic period 2nd to 7th centuries) and lived in the deserts of the Middle East. St. Jerome 
was a Desert Father and he indentified in his writings that Mary, the Mother of God was the ‘Star of the Sea’. 
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