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 The Church celebrates today World Marriage Sunday--showing the fundamental 

importance of marriage and the family to the life of Christianity.  The communion of 

persons that is formed by a baptized husband and wife is a Sacrament, an icon, and a 

reflection of the communion of Persons that is the Holy Trinity.
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 Marriage is fundamentally about a life of communion, sacramental communion in the 

case of baptized spouses.  Not that any married couples have achieved perfect 

communion.  Rather, marriage is the training ground, the discipline, and the school for 

growing toward that communion.  This is a key attitude for a successful marriage. 

 While we celebrate World Marriage Sunday today, throughout this year the Church is 

celebrating another special vocational discipline given to Christians for living out the 

Christian life in the world:  Consecrated Life.  When it comes to living out one’s vocation 

to love in the world, Christians recognize essentially two ways:
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  the married life and 

virginity or celibacy. The consecrated life is a special way of living virginity or celibacy 

“for the sake of the Kingdom” by the profession of the evangelical counsels (poverty, 

chastity, and obedience) within a stable state of life recognized by the Church. Those in 

consecrated life comprise both the ordained and lay faithful.  

 The vocations to marriage or to celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom complement and 

support each other. Both are ways of living out the vocation to love, a vocation all of us 

have by virtue of being created in the image of God.
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 Married life witnesses to the total, 

exclusive, and fruitful love of God; the total self-gift of the spouses is a sign of how God 

loves each of us with a lasting, personal, and life-giving love. Celibate life witnesses in a 

powerful way to the radical availability of God’s love.  While a married person commits 

to one spouse for life, St. Paul taught that a celibate person, through his or her unique gift 

of self in consecration to the Lord, remains open to all in a special, undivided way.
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Also, while the richness of family life and the abundant blessing of children witnesses to 

the joyful presence of God here on earth, the celibate, by sacrificing a spouse and 

children “for the sake of the Kingdom,” remind us that Heaven is our true home and 

lasting fulfillment. 

 The first reading, from the Book of Job, provides a sobering reminder that it is impossible 

to escape sorrows and tribulations in this life.  Even the great Job, patient and just, is at 

his wit’s end with his sufferings.  There can be days when we feel that there is no hope, 

and we want to cry out with Job that life on earth is “drudgery” and “I shall not see 

happiness again.”  But if we read the rest of Job, we find that he did not give up, he did 

                                                 
1
 St. John Paul II: “The divine ‘We’ is the eternal pattern of the human ‘we’, especially of that ‘we’ formed by the 

man and the woman created in the divine image and likeness.” (Letter to Families, no. 6) 
2
 See St. John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, no. 11. 

3
 Ibid; see also Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1604. 

4
 See St. Paul’s exhortation on virginity in 1 Cor 7:32-40. 



not run away, he did not lose faith.  In fact, Job’s response was to storm heaven all the 

more.  We can learn from Job that in our sufferings, God is still present, the God of 

communion remains with us.  Job was patient, Job was long-suffering, but Job was not 

silent.  He cried out to God and he turned to his wife and his friends for support and 

comfort.  We learn from Job to reach out to God and others, never giving up hope. 

 Psalm 147 is another reminder that God is present in the challenges of our life.  The 

Psalmist reminds us that God knows the name of each of the stars.  By implication, he 

knows our name, too.  Sometimes, it is necessary for us to become “brokenhearted” in 

order to learn wisdom from sadness, but also so that the Lord can teach us a new way to 

love.  We may not have understood before that our hearts were hard, but a broken heart is 

like Christ’s pierced heart on the cross:  opened to love in a new way and to be healed in 

a new way. 

 In his first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul writes that he can preach the Gospel 

willingly or unwillingly, but that he must preach the Gospel.  If he preaches it willingly, 

then his recompense is…the joy of preaching the Gospel.  He embraces his vocation to 

preach the Gospel so fully that his reward lies simply in fulfilling his vocation.  It’s a 

challenge to each of us in our vocation.  Do we receive our vocation willingly or with 

hesitation and reservation?  What is the recompense we explicitly or implicitly expect in 

fulfilling our vocation?  Paul preached the Gospel freely and, at times, he suffered for it, 

but he endured such suffering as part of the cost of fulfilling his vocation. And by 

accepting his God-given vocation, he let God mold him into the person God was calling 

him to be, rather than trying to mold himself into some ideal he may have had of how he 

was “supposed to be.” 

 In his zeal to fulfill his vocation, St. Paul also surrendered, at times, his own desires:  “To 

the weak I became weak, to win over the weak.  I have become all things to all.”  St. Paul 

was willing to share in the struggles of others in order to preach the Gospel to them.  

How willing are we to share in the struggles of others (especially family members and 

spouses) in order to foster communion with them, and so fulfill our vocation with them? 

 The Gospel, in one sense, is a story of family life.  Jesus enters the house of Simon, but 

it’s also the house of Simon’s brother, Andrew.  It’s also the house not only of Simon’s 

wife, but of his wife’s parents.  And this large extended family was willing to receive 

guests, James and John, and Jesus himself…and then, the whole town as people brought 

to Jesus their sick and suffering.  In one sense, the Gospel is a story of how we are called 

to share what we have with those who are in need.  Simon shared his house with his 

family, his in-laws, his brother, his friends, his Master, and to some extent, his whole 

village.  This is the true meaning of the Gospel counsel to poverty:  sharing the blessings 

we have received. 

 The Gospel illustrates how those in this family care for one another.  They share with one 

another their joys and sorrows.  As soon as Simon, Jesus, and the others enter into the 

house, they are told what’s going on with those inside.  In the words of St. Paul (Gal. 

6:2), they helped to carry each other’s burdens.  This charity was rewarded by the healing 

power of Jesus. 

 Simon let his house and his family become a starting point of healing that soon reached to 

the whole town.  The healing of Simon’s mother-in-law leads to healing overflowing to 

those even outside the house.  Sometimes, our instinct is to hide our sicknesses.  We’re 

embarrassed to seem weak before God or others.  But the Gospel teaches us powerfully 



that when we share our weaknesses and open ourselves to being healed, then that courage 

inspires others to ask for healing as well. 

 By rising early to pray on his own, Jesus shows that the healing and communion which 

he brought to Simon’s house and the town is rooted in prayerful communion with the 

heavenly Father.  Healing and health are strengthened when we make time for personal 

prayer. 

 Jesus also teaches us that he wants us not to be dependent on spectacular healings or 

exorcistic miracles, but more importantly on the miracle of the Gospel.  Everyone is 

looking for him because they have seen signs, but he has proclaimed the Gospel to them 

and so is ready to move on.  He wants the Gospel to be His abiding presence that will 

continue to help them to heal and grow strong.  How much do we make the Gospel a 

stable presence in our houses and homes?  A daily dose of the Gospel is great “medicine” 

to make and keep your marriage and family life healthy and strong. 


