Suggested USCCB Prayer Resources
for Conscience Rights and Religious Freedom

Prayer for Conscience Formation

I praise you Lord for creating me in your divine image. Thank you for giving me a free will to know you
and love you. Open my heart to your teachings and help me to form my conscience according to your
will.

Please strengthen me with the virtues of faith, hope, love, and especially prudence. Grant me your loving
guidance each day and send me the graces to always do your will, even when most difficult.

Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful

For conscience rights and religious liberty;
that all people of good will may work together against the increasing threats to these fundamental rights.
We pray to the Lord.

For our lawmakers;
that they may have the wisdom and courage to uphold conscience rights and protect all people from
being forced to violate their moral and religious convictions.

We pray to the Lord.

For those called to heal and cure the sick and suffering;
that they may be free to follow their faith, while fulfilling their professional
duties.

We pray to the Lord.

For all churches, agencies, employers, healthcare providers and individuals;

that they may be free from government mandates that would compel them to compromise their beliefs.
We pray to the Lord.

Prayer for Protection of Conscience Rights

Father, we praise you and thank you for your most precious gifts of human life and human freedom.

Touch the hearts of our lawmakers with the wisdom and courage to uphold conscience rights and
religious liberty for all. Protect all people from being forced to violate their moral and religious
convictions.

In your goodness, guard our freedom to live out our faith and to follow you in all that we do. Give us
strength to be bold and joyful witnesses.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Prayer for Government

We pray you, O God of might, wisdom, and justice, through whom authority is rightly administered,
laws are enacted, and judgment decreed, assist with your Holy Spirit of counsel and fortitude the
President of these United States, that his administration may be conducted in righteousness, and be
eminently useful to your people, over whom he presides; by encouraging due respect for virtue and
religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality.
Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations of Congress, and shine forth in all the
proceedings and laws framed for our rule and government, so that they may tend to the preservation of
peace, the promotion of national happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety, and useful knowledge; and
may perpetuate to us the blessing of equal liberty.

We recommend likewise, to your unbounded mercy, all our fellow citizens throughout the United States,
that we may be blessed in the knowledge and sanctified in the observance of your most holy law; that
we may be preserved in union, and in that peace which the world cannot give; and after enjoying the
blessings of this life, be admitted to those which are eternal.

From his 1791 Prayer for Government, recited in parishes throughout his diocese.
Archbishop John Carroll, SJ

Prayer for Our Nation

God our Father in Heaven, you chose Mary as the fairest of your daughters; Holy Spirit, you
overshadowed Mary at the Annunciation; God the Son, you became incarnate in the womb of Mary,
your Mother. In union with Mary, we adore you, the Most Holy Trinity and acknowledge that you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, hold eternal dominion and authority over all nations.

Most Holy Trinity, we place the United States of America into the hands of Mary Immaculate in order
that she may present our country to you. Through her we wish to praise and thank you for the great
resources of our land and for the freedom, which has been our heritage. Through the intercession of
Mary, have mercy on the Catholic Church in the United States. Grant us peace. Have mercy on our
president and on all the officers of our government. Grant us a fruitful economy born of justice and
charity. Raise up and protect all of our families. Through the intercession of our Mother, have mercy on
the sick, the poor, the tempted, sinners—on all who are in need. Above all, we ask Mary to intercede on
our behalf that you would protect our conscience rights and religious freedom, upon which our country
was founded.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, Our Mother, Patroness of our land, we honor you and give ourselves to you.
Wrap your mantel of protection around each of us and all our fellow citizens. Protect us from all evil and
harm. Pray for us, that acting always according to your will and the Will of your Divine Son, we may
live and die pleasing to God.

Based on a Marian consecration by Patrick Cardinal O'Boyle, Archbishop of Washington,
prayed in parishes throughout the United States in November of 1959.
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Prayer for Religious Liberty
(text of National Prayer Cards)

O GOD OUR CREATOR,

from your provident hand we have received

our right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
You have called us as your people and given us

the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God,
and your Son, Jesus Christ.

Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit,
you call us to live out our faith in the midst of the world,
bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel

to every corner of society.

We ask you to bless us

in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty.

Give us the strength of mind and heart

to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened,
give us courage in making our voices heard

on behalf of the rights of your Church

and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.

Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father,

a clear and united voice to all your sons and daughters
gathered in your Church

in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,

so that, with every trial withstood

and every danger overcome—

for the sake of our children, our grandchildren,

and all who come after us—

this great land will always be “one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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