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Jews and Judaism in the Liturgies of Lent and Holy Week 
 
Introduction 
The liturgies of the Season of Lent often highlight Gospel stories which describe the 
dramatic conflicts of Jesus with both Jewish and Roman authorities, ultimately leading to 
his death. A brief review of the Church’s teaching on the correct presentation of Jews and 
Judaism in liturgical preaching and catechesis is provided here.  
 
Document Resources 
The year 2005 marked the 40th anniversary of the promulgation of the Second Vatican 
Council’s document, Nostra Aetate or “Declaration on the Relationship of the Church to 
non-Christian Religions.”  Article four of Nostra Aetate teaches that anti-Semitism has no 
theological or religious basis in Catholic teaching. Pope John Paul II re-enforced this 
notion repeatedly in the letter We Remember: A Reflection on the Shoah of March 16, 
1998 from the Pontifical Commission on Religious Relations with Jews, and in his 
dramatic visit to Israel during the Jubilee Year of 2000. 
 
Following the Second Vatican Council, a number of other documents were issued to help 
support the application of Nostra Aetate’s crucial message. Among these were the 
December 1, 1974 Guidelines and Suggestions for Implementing the Conciliar 
Declaration “Nostra Aetate”, no.4, issued by the Pontifical Commission for Religious 
Relations with Jews. In the United States, this was quickly followed by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ November 20, 1975 Statement on Catholic-Jewish 
Relations (no.12). Then, in 1988, The Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy released its 
own document, God’s Mercy Endures Forever: Guidelines on the Presentation of Jews 
and Judaism in Catholic Preaching. All of these resources can be found on the BCL 
website (www.usccb.org/liturgy). 
 
In addition, the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy together with the Bishops’ 
Committee on Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs approved a statement in 1990 for 
inclusion in worship aids as a kind of preface to the proclamation of the Passion on Palm 
Sunday and Good Friday. It reads: “The message of the Liturgy in proclaiming the 
passion narratives in full is to enable the assembly to see vividly the love of Christ for 
each person, despite their sins, a love that even death could not vanquish. The crimes 
during the Passion of Christ cannot be attributed indiscriminately to all Jews of that time, 
not to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be referred to as though rejected or 
cursed, as if this view followed from Scripture. The church ever keeps in mind that Jesus, 
his mother Mary, and the Apostles were all Jewish. As the Church has always held, 
Christ freely suffered his passion and death because of the sins of all, that all might be  
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saved.” In its January 1999 edition of the Newsletter, the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy also stated that “the 
teachings of John Paul II and recent positive developments in the dialogue between Jews and Christians generally 
have helped to create an awareness of the ways in which the misuse or misinterpretation of the Scriptures may 
have contributed to the promotion of anti-Judaism. In light of this, particular sensitivity to a potential 
misunderstanding of the crowd’s assigned cry of ‘Crucify him!’ in the Passion story, as an assertion of the 
collective guilt of the Jews, should be kept in mind by pastors and liturgists planning for the use of a four-part 
Passion reading.”  
 
Religious educators are also referred to Within Context, guidelines for the catechetical presentation of Jews and 
Judaism in the New Testament, prepared by the Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interfaith Affairs (NCCB, 1987). 
These few resources may be of assistance to pastors, catechists and liturgists in planning every aspect of 
preaching and liturgical catechesis during Lent, especially in preparation for the celebration of Holy Week.  
 
The Presentation of the Jewish People in the Liturgy 
The reform of the Roman Rite as mandated by the Second Vatican Council (Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 21) 
addressed in every liturgical book the question of how Jewish people and Judaism are presented in the liturgy. 
Most notably, the revision of the General Intercessions from the Good Friday liturgy has signaled a renewed 
understanding of the Jewish people as “the first to hear the word of God.” There, the Church prays for the Jewish 
people that they “may continue to grow in the love of his name and in faithfulness to his covenant.” Preaching, 
teaching and the preparation of all worship aids may profitably use this prayer as an example of the way in which 
to understand the role of the Jewish people in God’s plan for the redemption of the whole world, while avoiding 
any language which attributes to them a collective guilt for the death of Jesus, or the notion that God has 
abandoned the covenants he made with the Jewish people through Noah, Abraham or Moses.  
 
In a further reminder of how the reformed liturgy itself strives to avoid discriminatory language against any group 
or individual, Liturgiam Authenticam (no.29) states: “It is the task of the homily and of catechesis to set forth the 
meaning of liturgical texts, illuminating with precision the mind of the Church regarding the members of 
particular Churches or ecclesial communities separated from full communion with the Catholic Church and those 
of Jewish communities, as well as adherents of other religions – and likewise, her understanding of the dignity 
and equality of all men. Similarly, it is the task of catechists or of the homilist to transmit that right interpretation 
of the texts that excludes any prejudice or unjust discrimination on the basis of persons, gender, social condition, 
race or other criteria, which has no foundation at all in the texts of the Sacred Liturgy.”  

 
 

Hispanic Liturgy Subcommittee 
 
The Hispanic Liturgy Subcommittee of the USCCB Committee on the Liturgy met at the Clarion Hotel and Suites 
in Miami, Florida from January 9-11, 2006. 
 
The group formulated a strategy for assuring the forward movement of the Leccionario. As the pastoral need 
becomes more urgent, the need for a timely publication of the Leccionario was stressed and concrete steps were 
outlined. 
 
A discussion followed on the need for producing additional materials in Spanish and at a more rapid pace to meet 
the liturgical needs of the ever-growing Hispanic Catholic population. Names of groups, agencies and offices 
which might be of assistance were presented as a way to better meet the pastoral need. 
 
In response to a conference on publishing in the Hispanic community held in San Antonio, Texas in October, 
2005, sponsored by several entities, including the USCCB Offices of Publishing and the Secretariat for Hispanic 
Affairs, a decision was made to prepare editorial materials to address the uniform translation of texts into Spanish.  
The Subcommittee was asked to collaborate with the two above-named offices to assist in the creation of such 
materials as a Spanish language style guide and a glossary of frequently used liturgical terms. 
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At the September, 2005 meeting, the Subcommittee began work on guidelines which it planned to use in future 
translations of liturgical texts. The group has completed a detailed Style Sheet for Capitalization for texts in 
Spanish.  
 
The Subcommittee also began work on a Glossary of Liturgical terms in Spanish. The identification of terms for 
inclusion in the glossary and precision in the definitions created were drawn from a variety of sources, including 
the vast experience of the members.  

 
 

May They Rest in Peace 

 
 

Reverend Regis Duffy, OFM 
 

The Reverend Regis Duffy, OFM, a professed Franciscan for fifty years and a priest for forty four years died on 
January  4, 2006. From 1971 until 1989, he was professor at Washington Theological Union and from 1989 to 
1995 at the University of Notre Dame. For ten years he was scholar in residence at the Franciscan Institute at St. 
Bonaventure University. His first sacramental theological work in 1982 was Real Presence. In 1995 he wrote An 
American Emmaus: Faith and Sacrament in the American Culture. Sensitive to the many challenges being faced 
in the implementation of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, he wrote in 1984, On Becoming a Catholic: The 
Challenge of Christian Initiation. He made a valuable pastoral contribution in 1983 with A Roman Catholic 
Theology of Pastoral Care. His final work was Liturgy and the Universal Catechism. 

 
Reverend Thomas Julian Talley 

 
The Reverend Thomas Julian Talley, ordained an Episcopal priest in 1952, died on December 30, 2005. Professor 
of liturgics at General Theological Seminary in New York City from 1971-1990, he was also a visiting professor 
at Notre Dame University and at the Nashotah House. In 1986, he published The Origins of the Liturgical Year, 
which quickly became a standard and invaluable reference. In 1987 he was awarded the Berakah award by the 
North American Academy of Liturgy. 
 

Into your hands, O Lord, 
we humbly entrust our brothers Regis and Thomas. 

In this life you embraced them with your tender love; 
deliver them now from every evil 
and bid them enter eternal rest. 

 
The old order has passed away: 
welcome them into paradise, 

where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor pain. 
but the fullness of peace and joy 

with your Son and the Holy Spirit 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

OCF 398.4 
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