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Pope Benedict XVI on Contemporary Challenges  

for Eucharist and Priesthood 
 
On May 11, 2006, Pope Benedict XVI addressed the Bishops of the Eastern Canadian 
Provinces on the occasion of their meeting ad limina apostolorum.  His comments are 
provided for the information of our readers. 
 
The Eucharist, source and summit of Christian life, unites us and conforms us to the Son 
of God. It also builds the Church and strengthens her unity as the Body of Christ; no 
Christian community can be established if it is not founded and centered in the 
Eucharistic celebration.  
 
In spite of the ever greater difficulties that you are experiencing, it is the duty of Pastors 
to offer to all the effective possibility of fulfilling the Sunday precept and to invite them 
to participate. Gathered in church to celebrate the Pasch of the Lord, the faithful draw 
from this Sacrament light and strength in order to live their baptismal vocation to the full.  
 
Furthermore, the meaning of the Sacrament does not end with the celebration. In 
"receiving the Bread of Life, the disciples of Christ ready themselves to undertake with 
the strength of the Risen Lord and his Spirit the tasks which await them in their ordinary 
life" (Dies Domini, n. 45). Having lived and proclaimed the presence of the Risen One, 
the faithful will have at heart to be evangelizers and witnesses in their daily life.  
 
However, the decline in the number of priests, which sometimes makes the celebration of 
Sunday Mass impossible in certain places, disconcertingly calls into question the place of 
sacramentality in the life of the Church. The needs of pastoral organization must not 
compromise the authenticity of the ecclesiology that is expressed in it. The central role of 
the priest, who teaches, sanctifies and governs the community in persona Christi capitis, 
must not be minimized. The ministerial priesthood is indispensable to the existence of an 
ecclesial community. The importance of the role of lay people, whose generous service to 
the Christian communities I acknowledge, must never overshadow the ministry of priests, 
which is absolutely indispensable to the life of the Church. Thus, the ministry of the 
priest cannot be entrusted to others without damaging the authenticity of the very 
existence of the Church. Furthermore, how can young men desire to become priests if the 
role of the ordained ministry is not clearly defined and recognized?  
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Meeting of National Directors of Liturgy of Latin America  
 
Forty-five National Directors of Episcopal Commissions on the Liturgy from twenty-one countries gathered in 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic from June 19-23, 2006. Sister Doris Mary Turek, SSND, represented the 
USCCB Secretariat for the Liturgy and gave the report for the United States. The gathering, sponsored by the 
Consejo Episcopal Latinoamericano (CELAM) had as the theme: La Liturgia: Fuente y Cumbre del Discipulado 
y de la Misión/The Liturgy: Source and Summit of Discipleship and Mission. The theme of this meeting was 
chosen to reflect liturgical preparations for the V General Conference of CELAM which will be held in 
Aparecida, Brasil in 2007.  

 
The conference began with 
Vespers, followed by a brief 
introduction and the 
presentation of attendees. Rev. 
Efraín Martinez Delgado, 
Director of the Department of 
Mission and Spirituality of 
CELAM, welcomed the group. 
Archbishop Juan Francisco 
Sarasti, head of the Liturgy 
Section of CELAM, greeted the 
delegates, explained the topics 
to be covered and gave an 
overview of the process that 

would be used during the course of the gathering.  
 
The group received a warm welcome from the Most Rev. Gregorio Nicanor Peña Rodríguez, Bishop of 
Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia en Higüey and Bishop President of the National Commission on the Liturgy. The 
Bishop offered us the traditional hospitality of the Dominican people and invited the group to visit the National 
Shrine of Nuestra Señora de la Altagracia in his diocese, some three hours away.  
 
His Emminence Nicolás de Jesús López Rodríguez, Cardinal Archbishop of Santo Domingo, celebrated the 
opening liturgy and joined the group for breakfast afterward. He emphasized the importance of well-celebrated 
liturgy in the life of the people and noted his support of the work of the liturgists gathered for the meeting. 
 
The presence of the Apostolic Nuncio to the Dominican Republic and Apostolic Delegate to Puerto Rico, 
Archbishop Timothy Paul Andrew Broglio, reflected the vital role of liturgy in the life of the Church in the 
country and in the world. 
 
Presentations, discussions and small group sessions centered on the following areas: 
 

·  The liturgical dimension in the document of participation in the V General Conference; 
 

·  Initial and permanent formation of the disciple through the liturgy; 
 

·  Christian initiation; 
 

·  The role of the Sunday liturgy and the liturgical year in the forming of disciples; 
 

·  The formation of the president of the assembly and the other ministers of the celebration; 
 

·  “Ite missa est”: The role of liturgy in forming missionaries of Jesus Christ; 
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·  The liturgy: source of the spirituality of the missionary; 

 
·  The challenges which mission brings to the liturgy; 

 
·  The contributions that liturgy makes to mission on the American continent.  

 
Rev. Guillermo Rosas, sscc gave the first presentation on the topic: Los Cantos de le Misa: Su Lugar y su Sentido. 
His talk focused on Songs for the Liturgy, The Liturgical Seasons and Music and Mary in the Liturgical Year.  
 
Rev. Dr. Roberto Russo addressed the group on Christian Initiation. He focused on the celebratory and theological 
unity of the RCIA as well as its relation to the paschal Mystery. He examined the various stages of the process, 
noting the duration, content, goal, celebrations, functions and categories of each. 
 
La Eucaristía Dominical y el Año Litúrgico was the theme of a presentation given by Fr. Franciso Escobar who 
explained the importance of the Sunday Liturgy and its relation to the Liturgical Year. 
 
El Rev. Dr. Ignacio Rovalo, S.J. gave a historical overview of the Texto Unificado del ordinario de la Misa.  An 
understanding of the Texto Unico is a most important area as each country prepares the translation of the Ordo 
Missae into Spanish. 
 
Rev. Dr.Leonardo J. Rodríguez Jimenes, SLD spoke 
on the Formation of the President and other 
Ministers. He gave the historical background of the 
president of the assembly, including liturgical, 
eucological and theological sources. He concluded 
with the celebratory and pastoral consequences of 
the theology of the presidency. 
 
The Most Rev. Victor Sánchez gave a presentation 
on the Liturgy as the Source of Spirituality. He 
emphasized the profound effect that the Eucharist 
can and should have on the life and mission of the Church and on those who participate actively in this prayer. 
 
The Liturgy and the Formation of Missionaries of Jesus Christ was the title of the presentation by the Most Rev. 
Manoel João Francisco. He spoke on the liturgy and mission, the liturgy as the source of spirituality of the 
missionary and the challenges for liturgy arising from the mission. His very practical talk, given in Portuguese, 
led to a lively discussion on the role of the laity in the life and mission of the Church in today’s society. 
 
The vibrant faith of the Dominican people was reflected in the reception of participants at the airport by Marriage 
Encounter couples, in informal discussions with them and in the liturgy celebrated in Saint Anthony of Padua 
Parish on Thursday evening, with music typical of the country. The Eucharist and Liturgy of the Hours united the 
group in prayer while, through informal conversations, participants shared ideas and experiences, strengthened 
bonds between countries and left renewed to resume their ministries throughout the American continent.   
 
 

Advisory to Bishops on a Possible “Bird Flu” Pandemic 
 

In recent years, the USCCB Secretariat for the Liturgy has worked closely with the United States Centers for 
Disease Control and medical advisors to provide appropriate advisories concerning the Liturgy and public health.  
Such advisories have summarized current medical judgments concerning specific practices (Communion from the 
Cup, Communion on the Tongue, Kiss of Peace, etc.) and diseases (influenza, SARS). The most recent advisory 
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was published in the December, 2005 edition of the BCL Newsletter at the outset of the annual “flu season” and 
was particularly concerned with the distinction between typical annual outbreaks of influenza and the much 
discussed potential “bird flu” pandemic. 
 
Following the June, 2006 meeting of the Committee on the Liturgy, Bishop Trautman wrote to all Bishops, 
recommending possible courses of action on this question.  In addition to practical suggestions for diocesan 
planning, Bishop Trautman recommended two reliable websites on the question, both associated with the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention: http://pandemicflu.gov and http://pandemicflu.gov/plan/faithcomchecklist.html/ 
 
Among the most important recommendations offered to the Bishops is important advice which applies to all 
circumstances where the potential for the transmission of pathogens is a significant risk: 
 

All parishioners should be encouraged to remain home at the first sign of illness, out of respect 
for their brothers and sisters. During the time of the pandemic, even if schools and public 
institutions are not closed, parishioners should be reminded of the importance of basic health 
measures.  
 
Hand-washing is a necessary and effective means of preventing the delivery of infectious material 
(e.g., nasal secretions, saliva or other body fluids that may contain viruses) from soiled hands to 
the mouth, nose or eyes, where it can enter the body. Cleaning one’s hands with soap and water 
removes potentially infectious material from one’s skin. Hands should be cleaned before 
preparing food, eating, or touching one’s face and after handling soiled material (e.g., used 
tissues, lavatory surfaces, and door knobs), shaking hands, coughing or sneezing, and using the 
toilet. Waterless alcohol-based hand gels may be used when soap is not available and hands are 
not visibly soiled. 

 
Most importantly, Bishop Trauman encouraged all Bishops to convey a clear, considered, and careful response to 
any potential pandemic and to avoid any possibilities of panic in the face of a potential pandemic.  
 
 

Fourth Consultation on the ICEL Translation of the Missale Romanum 
 
On July 1, 2006, Bishop Donald Trautman, Chairman of the USCCB Committee on the Liturgy, published a 
consultation on Order of Mass II, the latest portion of ICEL’s translation of the Missale Romanum, editio typica 
tertia.  Since the publication of the Missale Romanum, editio typica tertia on March 18, 2002, three previous 
consultations have been conducted on the “Green Book” translations of the Order of Mass I and the Proper of 
Seasons. In his letter inviting the Bishops to participate in this consultation, Bishop Trautman recalled that “to 
produce a translation of the Missal which is at once precise, proclaimable, understandable, and memorable, in 
accord with the instruction Liturgiam authenticam, is an enormous task and challenge.”   
 
The consultation has been posted to the “Bishops-only” website, and respondents may submit their comments 
either electronically or in written form.  The Bishops have been given eight weeks to respond, and are encouraged 
to consult with whatever groups may be helpful in formulating an effective response to these texts.  Once the 
response shave been redacted, the Committee on the Liturgy will review the results and send them to ICEL along 
with the comments of the BCL. The texts of the Order of Mass II consist of the Eucharistic Prayers for 
Reconciliation and for Various Needs and Occasions, as well as Prayers Over the People and Solemn Blessings.  
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy Newsletter are available for $15.00 per 
year.  Please make checks payable to Bishops Committee on the Liturgy and mail to Sr. Clelia Cecchetti, 
3211 Fourth Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017-1194.  Please include your name and address along 
with your check for $15.00.   Bulk rates are also available upon request. 


