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“the signs of human frailty
which are clearly connected
with advanced age become
a summons to the mutual
dependence and indispensable
solidarity which link the

different generations” pope john Paul i

Excerpts from 7999 Letter to the Elderly



“A lot of people ask ‘what happened to the nuns,’ ‘what do we owe the nuns.’ People
under 40 don’t know what we’re talking about. It’s like missing Christopher Columbus
and George Washington. We have to tell them why and how that school building came
to be there, let people know the history of the institutions that they drive by every day.
Sisters built those. Catholics have come into the middle class thanks to nuns. Lots of
good-hearted people have benefited.

“These (nuns) gave not only a good education but a loving education. They gave 24 hours
a day. They didn’t get paid much, many did it gratis.

“It’s up to us to protect them now. People who can step up to the plate ought to. Donors
can focus on this as an estate planning tool. It’s time for big gifts. If you are looking for
worthy causes, boy do we have some for you.

“Where are the nuns? In one sense, we’re the nuns. We have to carry on their mission
with dignity and build a community rather than watch it break it into little pieces.”

John J. Fialka,
Founder and Board Member, Support Our Aging Religious (SOAR),
Writer, Wall Street Journal (Washington Bureau)

On the cover:

Sister Therese of the
Infant Jesus Dugre, 91,
Monastery of the
Discalced Carmelite Nuns,
Elysburg, Pennsylvania.
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Boards

The four sponsors of the National Religious
Retirement Office appoint members to each of the
following boards. The Commission on Religious Life
and Ministry serves as board of directors for the

Commission on Religious Life and Ministry

Conference of Major Superiors of Men

Reverend Paul Lininger, OFM Conv., Executive Director
Very Reverend Dominic Izzo, OP, President

Very Reverend Thomas Picton, CSsR, President-elect
Abbot Jerome Kodell, OSB, Vice President

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC, Secretary/Treasurer
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious
Sister Gabrielle Mary Braccio, RSM, Coordinator
Mother Mary Quentin Sheridan, RSM, Chairperson
Mother M. Regina Pacis Coury, FSGM, Vice Chairperson
Mother Agnes Mary Donovan, SV, Secretary

Mother Shaun Vegauwen, FSE, Treasurer

Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Sister Carole Shinnick, SSND, Executive Director
Sister Mary Dacey, SS), President

Sister Mary Whited, CPPS, Vice President

Sister Beatrice Eichten, OSF, Past President
Sister Jeanne Bessette, OSF, Secretary

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Most Reverend ). Terry Steib, SVD, Chairman

Most Reverend Thomas Kelly, OP

Most Reverend John Kinney

Most Reverend George Lucas

Most Reverend Donald E. Pelotte, SSS

Most Reverend Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS

Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez, CMF

Reverend Monsignor David Malloy, General Secretary

National Religious Retirement Office. The Grant
Review Board recommends distributions of
Supplemental and Special Assistance Grants, while
the Management Board oversees operations.

Grant Review Board
Conference of Major Superiors of Men
Very Reverend Joseph Morrissey, OSFS (not pictured)

Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious
Sister Donna M. Welder, OSF

Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Sister Imelda Gonzalez, CDP

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Most Reverend Thomas J. Costello

Most Reverend
Costello

Sister Gonzalez

Sister Welder

Management Board

Conference of Major Superiors of Men
Reverend Paul Lininger, OFM Conv., Executive Director

Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious
Sister Gabrielle Mary Braccio, RSM, Coordinator

Leadership Conference of Women Religious
Sister Carole Shinnick, SSND, Executive Director

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Monsignor David Malloy, General Secretary

Reverend Lininger  Sister Braccio Sister Shinnick

Monsignor
Malloy
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Congregational Contact Persons
At each religious institute participating in the appeal, one member helps coordinate local campaign
committees, recruits speakers, and performs countless tasks that ensure the campaign’s success.
More than 1,000 individuals contribute their time, talent, and energy to this endeavor.

(Arch) Diocesan Coordinators
As liaisons with the National Religious Retirement Office, diocesan coordinators manage local campaigns,
recruit volunteers and professional advisors, conduct media relations, and complete annual evaluations.

Alabama

Birmingham

Very Reverend
Richard E. Donohoe

Mobile

Very Reverend
Michael L. Farmer

Colorado

Colorado Springs

Ms. Becca Grove

Denver

Sister Sharon Ford, RSM
Pueblo

Sister Andrea Vasquez, OSB

Alaska

Anchorage

Mr. James P. Caldarola, CFRE
Fairbanks

Mr. George Bowder

Juneau

Deacon Gary Horton

Arizona

Phoenix

Sister Jean Steffes, CSA
Tucson

Sister Jean Olmstead, SBS
Van Nuys (Byzantine Rite)

Sister Celestine Petruska, OSBM

Connecticut

Bridgeport

Reverend Monsignor
J. Peter Cullen

Mr. Charles J. Lewit

Hartford

Sister Mary Kelly, CS)

Norwich

Mr. Thomas O’Brien

Stamford (Ukrainian)

Monsignor John Terlecky

Delaware
Wilmington
Sister Margaret Cunniffe, OSF

Arkansas
Little Rock
Ms. Diane Brady

California

Fresno

Mr. William Lucido

Los Angeles

Sister Anncarla Costello, SND

Monterey

Stewardship Coordinator
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Ms. Casey White

Orange

Ms. Shirl Giacomi

Our Lady of Lebanon

of Los Angeles

Ms. Roxie Rask

Sacramento

RFR Diocesan Coordinator

San Bernardino

Sister Mary Esther Steckler,
0SB

San Diego

Mr. Rodrigo Valdivia

San Francisco

Mr. John Norris

San Jose

Sister Marie Gertrude Roldan,
CSJ

Santa Rosa

Ms. Pam Hawkins

Stockton

Sister Wanda M. Billion, MSC

District of Columbia
Military Services

Mr. David Levite

Washington

Most Reverend Kevin J. Farrell

Florida
Miami
Reverend Monsignor
John J. Vaughan
Orlando
Sister Rosemary Finnegan, OP
Palm Beach
Sister Margaret Jeanne Keller,
SSJ
Pensacola-Tallahassee
Sister Margaret Kuntz, ASC)
St. Augustine
Sister Maureen Kelley, OP
St. Petersburg
Sister Germaine Bevans, OSB
Venice
Sister Regis Krusniewski, SSND

Georgia

Atlanta

Ms. Christine P. Heusinger
Savannah

Mr. Stephen B. Williams

Hawaii
Honolulu
Sister Beatrice Tom, OSF

Idaho
Boise
Sister Arlene Ellis, SSC

Illinois
Belleville
Ms. Judith A. Phillips
Chicago
Sister Margaret Coleman, OSF
Joliet
Sister Theresa Galvan, CND
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Monsignor Paul Showalter
Rockford
Mr. David J. Hougan
Sister James Marie O’Connor,
SSND
Springfield
Reverend Monsignor
Carl A. Kemme

Indiana

Evansville

Mr. Paul R. Leingang

Fort Wayne-South Bend
Sister Colleen Bauer, SSND
Gary

Reverend Jon J. Plavcan
Indianapolis

Ms. Sharon K. Donohue
Lafayette

Sister Rosemary Eyler, SP

lowa
Davenport
Sister Marcia Eckerman, CHM
Des Moines
Mr. Thomas Chapman
Dubuque
Ms. Betty Schueller
Sioux City
Reverend Monsignor
Michael D. Sernett

Kansas

Dodge City

Reverend Robert A. Schremmer
Kansas City

Father Thomas Tank

Salina

Sister Margaret Rourke, CS)
Wichita

Mr. Bryan Coulter

Kentucky

Covington

Mrs. Sue Grethel

Lexington

Ms. Jane Guentert

Louisville

Ms. Cecelia H. Price

Owensboro

Sister Joseph Angela Boone,
0osu

Louisiana

Alexandria

Reverend Monsignor
Joseph M. Susi

Baton Rouge

Sister Lucy Silvio, CS)

Houma-Thibodaux

Mr. Jeremy Punch

Lafayette

Ms. Eleanor Bourgeois

Lake Charles

Mrs. Karen G. Drewett

New Orleans

Sister Suellen Tennyson, MSC

Shreveport

Very Reverend David T. Richter,
Vicar General

Maine

Portland

Sister Rita-Mae Bissonnette,
RSR

Maryland
Baltimore
Sister Rosalie Murphy, SND

Massachusetts

Boston

Sister Marian Batho, CS)
Fall River

Sister Elaine Heffernan, RSM
Newton

Mr. Andre St. Germain
Springfield

Sister Judith O’Connell, SS)
Worcester

Sister Paula A. Kelleher, SS)

Michigan

Detroit

Sister Evelyn Booms, IHM
Mr. Michael Murphy
Gaylord

Sister Barbara Hubeny, OP
Grand Rapids

Sister Patrice Konwinski, OP
Kalamazoo

Sister Susan Ridley, OP
Lansing

Ms. Donna Queen
Marquette

Mrs. Mary Jeske

Saginaw

Mr. Mark DeWolf-Ott
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(Arch) Diocesan Coordinators, continued

Minnesota
Crookston

Monsignor Roger L. Grundhaus,

Vicar General
Duluth
Monsignor Lawrence O’Shea
New Ulm
Sister Margaret McHugh, DSMP
St. Cloud
Reverend Robert Rolfes
St. Paul-Minneapolis
Sister Anne Elise Tschida, CS)
Winona
Reverend Charlie Collins

Mississippi

Biloxi

Monsignor Andrew Murray
Jackson

Mrs. Rosemary Grantham

Missouri
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Reverend Monsignor
Michael J. Wilbers
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Ms. Paula Moss

Mr. Greg Vranicar

Springfield-Cape Girardeau

Monsignor Thomas E. Reidy

St. Louis

Sister Eva-Marie Ackerman,
FSGM

Montana

Great Falls-Billings
Mr. Joseph Loncki
Helena

Ms. Glenna W. Obie

Nebraska
Grand Island
Most Reverend
William J. Dendinger
Lincoln
Reverend Mark Huber
Omaha
Reverend Ryan P. Lewis

Nevada
Las Vegas
Very Reverend
Kevin McAuliffe, JCL
Reno
Ms. Joan Topoian

New Hampshire

Manchester

Sister Mary Elizabeth Whalen,
SNDdeN

New Jersey
Camden
Sister Marian Frantz
Metuchen
Mr. Ronald C. Rak
Newark
Sister Margaret Thomas
McGovern, OP
Passaic (ER)
Ms. Vicki Windsor
Very Reverend
Robert J. Hospodar, JCL
Paterson
Sr. Anne Peach, SCC
Trenton
Sister Jean Scharf, GNSH

New Mexico

Gallup

Deacon Timoteo Lujan

Las Cruces

Reverend Monsignor
John E. Anderson

Santa Fe

Very Reverend
Timothy A. Martinez

New York
Albany
Sister Nola Brunner, CSJ
Brooklyn
Sister Maryann Lopiccolo, SCH
Buffalo
Sister Mary Charlene Nowak,
CSSF
Reverend James J. Ruddick, S)
New York
Reverend Monsignor
Thomas E. Gelleece
Ogdensburg
Mr. Scott Wilson
Rochester
Most Reverend
Matthew H. Clark
Rockville Centre
Ms. Enes Carnesecca
St. Maron (ER)
Most Reverend
Gregory John Mansour
Syracuse
Mr. Jerry Farnsworth

North Carolina

Charlotte

Ms. Barbara Gaddy

Raleigh

Sister Mary Jean Korejwo, SND

North Dakota

Bismarck

Mr. Ronald W. Schatz
Fargo

Mr. Scott A. Hoselton, CPA

Ohio

Cincinnati

Sister Mary Garke, CPPS
Cleveland

Sister Marietta Starrie, CS)
Columbus

Deacon James Rouse
Parma (Byzantine Rite)
Mrs. Jennifer Clair
Steubenville

Sister Mary Ann Corr, SC
Toledo

Sister Nancy Mathias, OSU
Youngstown

Sister Joyce Candidi, OSH)

Oklahoma
Oklahoma City

Ms. Marlene Rosbach
Tulsa

Mr. Aaron Inlow

Oregon

Baker

Mr. John Schiemer

Portland

Sister M. Grace Schonlau,
SSMO

Sister Jane Lord, SNJM

Pennsylvania

Allentown

Ms. Charlene Young

Altoona-Johnstown

Mr. Larry Sutton

Reverend Bonaventure Midili,
TOR

Erie

Sister Mary Rita Kuhn, SS}J

Greensburg

Monsignor Lawrence T. Persico

Harrisburg

Reverend William Waltersheid

Philadelphia

Reverend Monsignor
Alexander Palmieri, JCL

Pittsburgh

Sister Patricia Rogan, OSF

Pittsburgh (Byzantine Rite)

Sister Elaine Kisinko, OSBM

Scranton

Monsignor
William ). Feldcamp,
Episcopal Vicar

Rhode Island
Providence
Sister Jacqueline Dickey, SSCh

South Carolina
Charleston
Sister Patricia Keating, OP

South Dakota

Rapid City

Reverend Paul G. Dahms
Sioux Falls

Texas, continued

San Antonio

Sister Janet Abbacchi, SSND
Tyler

Mr. Jim Smith

Victoria

Monsignor Thomas McLaughlin

Utah

Salt Lake City
Deacon Silvio Mayo

Vermont
Burlington
Sister Ruth Ravey, RSM

Virgin Islands
St. Thomas
Ms. Mary Beth Arceneaux, Esq.

Virginia

Arlington

Reverend Frank J. Ready,
Vicar General

Richmond

Sister Cora Marie Billings

Washington

Seattle

Sister Joyce M. Cox, BVM

Spokane

Mr. Mike Miller

Yakima

Reverend Monsignor
Ronald W. Metha

West Virginia
Wheeling-Charleston

Mr. Jerry Klein Sister Marian Madden, SC

Tennessee Wisconsin

Knoxville Green Bay

Reverend Vann Johnston, Jr. Sister Mary Jo Kirt, OSF

Memphis La Crosse

Reverend Robert Ponticello Sister Stephania Newell, FSGM

Nashville Madison

Deacon Hans M. Toecker Ms. Sylvia E. Minnaert
Milwaukee

Texaf Ms. Jan Parrott

Amar!llo ) Superior

Ms. Kim Richard Mr. Steve Tarnowski

Austin

Brother Joel Giallanza, CSC Wyoming

Beaumont Cheyenne

Sister Esther Dunegan, IWBS
Brownsville
Mr. Rolando Martinez
Corpus Christi
Sister Annette Wagner, IWBS
Dallas
Sister Nancy Sullivan, DC
El Paso
Sister Isabel Fierro, DC
Fort Worth
Ms. Laura Judd
Galveston-Houston
Reverend Monsignor

Frank H. Rossi
Laredo
Brother John Allen, FMS
Lubbock
Reverend Nicolas Rendon
San Angelo

Sister Marie Malachy Griffin, OP

Mr. Les Maiman, Jr.

Ms. Dorene Mclintyre
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National Religious Retirement Office

The NRRO staff (below) administers the grant
program and related services to 951 religious
institutes, and coordinates a parish-based
Retirement Fund for Religious national appeal.

Sister Janice Bader, CPPS  Sister Andrée Fries, CPPS Mrs. Monica Glover Mrs. Jean Smith Brother Hank Sammon, FMS
Project Director Executive Director Database Staff Assistant Associate Director
Retirement Services Administrator
For more information Retirement Fund for Religious To learn more about our mission to
about the Retirement National Religious Retirement Office  elderly women and men religious:
Fund for Religious 3211 Fourth Street NE www.retiredreligious.org
or about making Washington DC 20017-1194
a bequest, please To download campaign resources for

b
contact: Telephone (202) 541-3215 parish use or media relations:

Fax (202) 541-3053 www.usccb.org/nrro
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“(Donating) is not just about feeling good. It’s a responsibility we have. Every worker is
worth his hire. That’s what it says in Scripture. They gave up their life for me. They did
the Christ thing. I’m very much in awe of them. . . . The stuff given to us as kids stuck.
It got me through a lot of tough times. . . . They don’t even know.

“1 never made a lot of money. I’m on a fixed income now. But | have to bring to the
storehouse 10 percent. It says that in Scripture, too. | found out through that type of
giving | am rich beyond belief.”

Paul J. LaFreniere,
Musician and retired machinist,
Salem, Oregon

Project Management and Writing: Ginny Cunningham « Design and Print Coordination: Rob Henning Design
Photography: Jim Judkis, Matthew Conley (page 10 photo of groundbreaking) - Account Management: Ann Marino
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