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November 20, 2008
My Friends in Christ:

As you may know, many important decisions were made byuscommittees, task forces
and the full body of bishops at our recent annual mgetile offered our congratulations to those
elected and expressed our willingness to work with thermeypessible. We also discussed the
significant possibility that a new Congress and a newiAcitnation could eliminate all the modest
pro-life protections we currently have in place. In dtirmed statement from Cardinal George,
the President of our Conference, we highlighted the eslhegrave threat posed by the “Freedom
of Choice Act” (FOCA), the most radical pro-abortiegislation that we have ever faced, stating
that “Aggressively pro-abortion policies, legislatiordaxecutive orders will permanently alienate
tens of millions of Americans, and would be seen byyr@mnan attack on the free exercise of their
religion.”

Of critical importance was a unanimous vote of thelfatly of bishops to mobilize the
resources of the Conference, dioceses and the eatih®liC community to prevent either the
passage of FOCA or the elimination of current pro-lifesland policies. As Chairman of the
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, | am so vgnateful for the tremendous support which
has been offered by my brother bishops from all actessauntry.

As we have done in the past in response to other signifthreats to human life, the
Committee on Pro-Life Activities has authorized our movimgvard with a massive postcard
campaign to communicate to Congress the message outtioee. aThe National Committee for a
Human Life Amendment and the Secretariat of Pro-Adavities will be coordinating these efforts
in collaboration with many offices at the U.S. Caorfece of Catholic Bishops. We are looking at a
January 2009 effort in the parishes, which will be precedextibgational outreach to Catholics
and the public at large on the seriousness of the tlurgadlife policies. We will be getting more
details to you soon but | wanted you to know of this develop@ag soon as possible.

Once again, | thank you for your dedication to this etiod express grateful appreciation
of your leadership. Please join me in praying for the ssoakthis effort and for true progress in
building a Culture of Life in our nation.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Cardinal Justin Rigali

Archbishop of Philadelphia
Chairman

Committee on Pro-Life Activities
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops



