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myth: Most abortions are done because of UISFEE\ISS -
matemal or fetal health problems, or in HERREELD VA
cases of rape or incest. PERMIT NO. 6250
fact: Abortions are rarely done for these
reasons.

According to an Alan Guttmacher Institute survey, wormen cite these as the
main reason for an abortion in a very small percentage of cases each year:

¢ 1% “rape or incest”
¢ 3% “woman has health problem” (physical or mental)
s 3% “fetus has possible health problermn”?

For all other abortions, the main reason cited is:

21% “unready for responsibility”

21% “can't afford baby now”

16% “concerned about how having a baby could change her life”
12% “has problems with relationship or wants to avoid single
parenthood”

11% “is not mature enough, or is foo young to have a child”

8% "has all the children she wanted, or has all grown-up children”
1% “husband or partner wants woman to have abortion”

1% “doesn't want others to know she has had sex or is pregnant”
<0.5% “woman's parents want her to have abortion”

3% ‘“other”

Under Roe v. Wade, abortions for these reasons or any other reason
must be legally permitted.®
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