On Abortion and the African American Family

Bishop Martin D. Holley
Member of the Committee on Pro-Life Activities
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on African American Affairs
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

October 15, 2008

As an African American, | am saddened by evidence tlekBvomen continue to be
targeted by the abortion industry. A report issued recétihe Guttmacher Institute shows that
Black women have abortions at five times the ratetufe women. The loss of any child from
abortion is a tragedy, but we must ask: Why are minchtlgdren being aborted at such
disproportionate rates?

Many African Americans are not aware that sinceRbe v. Wadeéecision legalized
abortion throughout all 9 months of pregnancy, the nurobe cause of death in the African
American community has been abortion. We have lost &8 million lives. To put that in
perspective, it is one third of our present Black populattnce 1973, twice as many Black
Americans have died from abortion than from AIDS i@eats, violent crimes, cancer, and heart
disease combined.

As | noted in my recent Respect Life Program artideReflection on the African
American Family and the Culture of Lifelvw.uscchb.org/prolife/programs/rip/holley.pdbur
legitimate commitment to other social concerns muspuosh the primary moral issue of
abortion onto the back burner. It clearly must be ethibart and center of our discussion of the
survival of African American people.

The Guttmacher Institute called on policy makerséauble their efforts to improve
access to subsidized contraceptive services for thesen.”Yet studies have shown that
increased access to contraceptives, especially amensg}, t@oes not reduce unintended
pregnancy and abortion. On the contrary, several stlidiegicreased access to contraceptives
to an increase in STDs, with no decrease in aboratas

As the research arm of Planned Parenthood, the Gutémhatstitute is shamelessly
trying to build a case for receiving more of our taxpaydladn Every year the federal
government gives over $300 million to Planned Parenthoost year for the first time, Planned
Parenthood took in over one billion dollars and repaoatedofit of $51 million. | join my voice
with others in the Black community who have calledtfe defunding of the abortion industry.



We must demand an end to the victimizing of African Anaarichildren, women,
families and communities by Planned Parenthood and athtrs abortion industry. Over 80
percent of Planned Parenthood clinics are located inritymeighborhoods. Margaret Sanger,
the founder of Planned Parenthood, began the “Negro Prigaeduce the Black population.
We should be shocked and heartbroken by the findings okatrpbone investigation, that
recorded a fundraiser at an lowa Planned Parenthauod siying she was “very excited” about
a donation specifically for aborting Black babies.

My brothers and sisters, we can overcome abortiouimation. Let us defend our
community by rededicating ourselves to family life andrrage, promoting the gift of chastity
and marital fidelity, committing ourselves to prayer aadvice to others and defending the life
and dignity of each human person. We can welcome/ebald as a gift and we can overcome
abortion.



