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Unitive and procreative nature of intercourse 
 

That teaching, often set forth by the magisterium, is founded upon the inseparable 
connection, willed by God and unable to be broken by man on his own initiative, between 
the two meanings of the conjugal act: the unitive meaning and the procreative meaning.  
(HV, #12) 

 
By safeguarding both these essential aspects, the unitive and procreative, the conjugal act 
preserves in its fullness the sense of true mutual love and its ordination towards man's 
most high calling to parenthood.  (HV, # 12) 

 
The spouses’ union achieves the twofold end of marriage: the good of the spouses 
themselves and the transmission of life.  These two meanings or values of marriage 
cannot be separated without altering the couple’s spiritual life and compromising the 
goods of marriage and the future of the family.  The conjugal love of man and woman 
thus stands under the twofold obligation of fidelity and fecundity.  (Catechism, 2363) 

 


