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Intercessions for Life    APRIL 2006 

 
 
April 2nd  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT         
For those for whom age has become a burden, 
that we might cherish them, learn from them, 
and protect and nurture them every day; 
We pray to the Lord:    
 
April 9th  PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION         
For all who carry the cross with Christ:  
for the child killed through abortion, 
the old man with no one to love him, 
the sick woman we are ready to dispose of, 
and the child whom no one loves: 
that the mysteries of this Holy Week 
will give us the grace to love them: 
We pray to the Lord:  
           
April 16th  EASTER SUNDAY  
That the glory of this Easter morning 
will shatter the darkness of the Culture of Death, 
and transform the world with God’s victorious light: 
We pray to the Lord:  
 
April 23rd  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
That we might rejoice in the mercy of God, 
and pray for all who have sinned against life, 
that they might repent, God might forgive, 
and we might live with them in the joy of heaven: 
We pray to the Lord:  
 
April 30th  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER          
For all who dwell in the shadow of death, 
and especially for those who languish on death rows: 
that they might turn from their sin, 
and trust in the justice and mercy of God; 
We pray to the Lord:  
 
“We can say that also in our time a 'no' is necessary to the prevailing culture of death, an 
anti-culture that manifests itself, for example, in the escape in drugs…Escape from reality 
in the illusory, in a false happiness that manifests itself in lies, in fraud, in injustice, in 
contempt for others, for solidarity, for responsibility vis-à-vis the poor and the suffering.” 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Homily for the Baptism of the Lord, 2006 



[Children] have the right 
to be born and to be 
raised in a family 
founded on marriage.  

Pope Benedict XVI, Address at 
Meeting on Family and Life Issues in 
Latin America, Dec. 3, 2005  

April 2006: Bulletin Briefs          Prepared by the USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A Day of Prayer and Penance for Life 

The balance of expert opinion viewed the [abortion] liberty [found in Roe 
and Doe] as a disaster.  …  The judgment was remarkably harsh: without 
principle, a failure; a refusal of the Court’s own discipline, a transgression 
of all limits, something that will not do; naked political preference, 
comprehensive legislation, invisible standards; … an advertising agent’s 
view of doctors, Pickwickian, beyond the outer limit of legitimate authority; 
none of its business, a bad decision.  …  John T. Noonan, Jr.  A Private Choice: 
Abortion in America in the Seventies.  New York: The Free Press, 1976, at 32 
 

As Catholics we know that 
the truth of human life is 
infinitely greater than any 
narrow view that dismisses 
some lives as disposable.  
 
Cardinal William H. Keeler, Respect  Life 
Sunday, October 2, 2005 

[The] elimination of embryos or 
their arbitrary use in the name 
of scientific progress, which 
fails to recognize its own limits 
and to accept all the moral 
principles that make it possible 
to safeguard the dignity of the 
person, becomes a threat to the 
human being who is reduced to 
an object or a mere instrument. 
When such levels are reached, 
society itself is affected and 
every kind of risk shakes its 
foundations.    Pope Benedict XVI, 
Address at Meeting on Family and Life 
Issues in Latin America, Dec. 3, 2005  
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To be sure, Roe has its defenders in terms of the Court’s result; 
many law professors and activists like legal abortion on demand—
unfettered private ‘choice’.  But I cannot recall ever seeing a serious 
scholarly defense of Roe’s legal reasoning, on its own terms, by a 
distinguished legal academic (or even by an undistinguished one).”  
Michael Stokes Paulsen  “The Worst Constitutional Decision of All Time”  Notre 
Dame Law Review 78 (2003); 995-1043, at 1008 
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