
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                     
 

WORD OF LIFEWORD OF LIFEWORD OF LIFEWORD OF LIFE    
 

July 2006July 2006July 2006July 2006    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Intercessions for Life   JULY 2006 
 
 
July 2nd  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
  For all parents frustrated by their poverty: 
  That they might generously bestow on their children 
  The invaluable gifts of love, patience, and understanding; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
 
July 9th  FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  For researchers and scientists: 
  That God might plant within their hearts 
  A love for life at every moment of its miraculous existence; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
  
July 16th  FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   
  For young mothers who are afraid or alone: 
  That the blessed Virgin of Nazareth 
  Might strengthen them through her example 
  And intercede for them with her prayers; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
   
July 23rd  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   
  For mothers and children who are abused or beaten: 
  That God might give them the courage 
  To escape from the cycles of violence 
  Which threaten their lives and their souls; 
  We pray to the Lord:    
 
July 30th  SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  For everyone haunted by the memories of abortion: 
  That God might give them the grace 
  To seek his sure healing mercy; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
       
 
“We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. … Each of us is 
the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us 
is necessary.” 

Pope Benedict XVI, First Homily as Pope, 2005 
 
 



Indeed, the human person has 
been endowed with a very exalted 
dignity, which is rooted in the 
intimate bond that unites him 
with his Creator: a reflection of 
God’s own reality shines out in 
the human person, in every 
person, whatever the stage or 
condition of his life. 
Benedict XVI, Address on “The Human Embryo 

in the Preimplantation Phase” Feb. 27, 2006 
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… each of us has a unique beginning, the moment of conception.  . . .    As soon as 
the twenty-three chromosomes carried by the sperm encounter the twenty-three 
chromosomes carried by the ovum, the whole information necessary and sufficient to 
spell out all the characteristics of the new being is gathered … (W)hen this 
information carried by the sperm and by the ovum has encountered each other, then 
a new human being is defined which has never occurred before and will never occur 
again…[the zygote, and the cells produced in the succeeding divisions] is not just 
simply a non-descript cell, or a “population” or a loose “collection” of cells, but a 
specialized individual, i.e., someone who will build himself according to his own rule.”         
Dr. Jerome Lejuene, Davis v. Davis, Circuit Court, Tennessee, 1989 (As quoted in Linacre Quarterly, February, 
1993) 

The Church’s position, supported 
by reason and science, is clear: 
the human embryo is a subject 
identical to the human being 
which will be born at the term of 
its development.  Consequently 
whatever violates the integrity 
and the dignity of the embryo is 
ethically inadmissible. 
John Paul II, Address to the Diplomatic Corps, 
January 10, 2005 
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Indeed, the human person has been endowed with a very exalted dignity, 
which is rooted in the intimate bond that unites him with his Creator: a 
reflection of God’s own reality shines out in the human person, in every 
person, whatever the stage or condition of his life. 
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We also find troubling the attitudes 
resulting from the emergence of 
“reproductive technologies,” namely 
that children can be manufactured to 
fulfill perceived needs.  We are 
saddened by the direct killing of human 
life that is done under the façade of 
such terms as “pregnancy reduction” 
and the discarding of the so-called 
“extra human embryos”.  The desire of 
some to clone human life is supremely 
disconcerting, as are all the efforts to 
promote embryonic stem-cell use. 
Cardinal Justin Rigali, Homily for Pro-Life Mass, 
January 23, 2006 
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The Church’s position, supported by reason and science, is clear: the 
human embryo is a subject identical to the human being which will be 
born at the term of its development.  Consequently whatever violates the 
integrity and the dignity of the embryo is ethically inadmissible. 
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Almost all the women 
applying for therapeutic 
abortion repeated the words, 
“Oh it’s not a baby, there’s 
nothing formed, it’s only a 
blob of tissue,” or “It’s mostly 
placenta – nothing much to 
it,” 
or “I certainly don’t have any 
feelings for it.”  Those words 
imply ignorance, and 
constitute wishful thinking, 
the desire to escape reality. 
Leonard Stern quoting Canadian physician Eloise 
Jones in Abortion Wars, The Ottawa Citizen, May 

2000 
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