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June 5th  TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

For those who seek to teach the Gospel of Life 
  by the example of their lives: 
  that we might all learn to cherish  

the littlest the most vulnerable among us; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
 
June 12th  ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
  For all who are close to death today: 
  That from them we might learn the value of life; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
 
June 19th  TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  For a growing understanding of what it means to be a father: 
  that following the example of good Saint Joseph, 
  every man who is called to this noble vocation 
  may cherish the gift given him in sons and daughters; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
 
June 26th  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
  For all have been condemned to die: 
  That we may learn to cherish all human life, 
  And defend those most in need of God’s mercy; 
  We pray to the Lord: 
 
 
 
 

“This level of dignity and quality belongs to the ontological 
order and is a constitutive part of the human being; it endures 
through every moment of life, from the very moment of 
conception until natural death, and is brought to complete 
fulfillment in the dimension of eternal life. Consequently, the 
human person should be recognized and respected in any 
condition of health, infirmity or disability.”  
 
Pope John Paul II (February 19, 2005)



It is necessary to raise the 
awareness in public opinion that 
the elderly represent, in any 
case, a resource to be valued.  
For this reason, economic 
support and legislative 
initiatives, which allow them not 
to be excluded from social life, 
must be strengthened. 
 
Pope John Paul II, Message for Lent 
2005 
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At the heart of the Holy See’s diplomatic activity stands a steadfast commitment 
to defending the dignity of the human person.  This promotion of human rights, 
social justice and solidarity, arises out of the recognition of the common origin of 
all life and points to the common destiny of all men and women.  In this broad 
perspective, humanity’s transcendent dimension is brought to light, countering 
the social fragmentation and secularism so sadly prevalent in many societies 
today and providing a sure foundation for solidarity and harmony in our world. 
 
Pope John Paul II, Address to the New Norwegian Ambassador, December 16, 2004 
 

The handicapped person who accepts 
his handicap shows me the difficulty I 
have in accepting my own weaknesses, 
in a similar way as people who are 
dying, who accept their death, reveal to 
those who are looking after them their 
own fear of dying.  It is undeniable that 
the person who is different bothers us, 
and many handle this by putting such 
people in institutions or killing them 
before they are born. 
 
Jean Vanier, Talk given at a retreat in 
Barcelona, Spain, January 22, 2005 

One does not come to the truth of 
man only with the means offered by 
science in its different disciplines.  
You know well that it is only possible 
to discover the whole truth about 
man, the truth about ourselves, thanks 
to Christ’s look full of love.  Never 
cease, therefore, to seek him and you 
will discover in his eyes an attractive 
reflection of the goodness and beauty 
that he himself has infused in your 
hearts with the gift of His Spirit. 
 
Pope John Paul II, Homily at Mass for 
Rome’s University Students, 
 December 14, 2004 
 It is necessary to raise the awareness in public opinion that the elderly 

represent, in any case, a resource to be valued.  For this reason, economic 
support and legislative initiatives, which allow them not to be excluded 
from social life, must be strengthened. 
 
Pope John Paul II, Message for Lent, 2005 

 
At the heart of the Holy See’s 
diplomatic activity stands a 
steadfast commitment to defending 
the dignity of the human person.  
This promotion of human rights, 
social justice and solidarity, arises 
out of the recognition of the 
common origin of all life and points 
to the common destiny of all men 
and women.  In this broad 
perspective, humanity’s 
transcendent dimension is brought 
to light, countering the social 
fragmentation and secularism so 
sadly prevalent in many societies 
today and providing a sure 
foundation for solidarity and 
harmony in our world. 
Pope John Paul II, Address to the New 
Norwegian Ambassador 
 December 16, 2004 

One does not come to the truth of man only with the means offered by science in 
its different disciplines.  You know well that it is only possible to discover the 
whole truth about man, the truth about ourselves, thanks to Christ’s look full of 
love.  Never cease, therefore, to seek him and you will discover in his eyes an 
attractive reflection of the goodness and beauty that he himself has infused in your 
hearts with the gift of His Spirit. 
 
Pope John Paul II, Homily at Mass for Rome’s University Students, December 14, 2004 
 

The handicapped person who accepts his handicap shows me the difficulty I have in 
accepting my own weaknesses, in a similar way as people who are dying, who accept 
their death, reveal to those who are looking after them their own fear of dying.  It is 
undeniable that the person who is different bothers us, and many handle this by putting 
such people in institutions or killing them before they are born. 
 
Jean Vanier, Talk given at a retreat in Barcelona, Spain, January 22, 2005 


