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March 5th  FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT     
For doctors and all who have assisted 
in the abortion of a child, 
or in the suicide of a person who was old or weak: 
that they might turn from the shadow of death 
and embrace the light of the Gospel of Life; 
We pray to the Lord:    
 
March 12th  SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
     
For those who are old and sick and in pain: 
that they might seek solace in the cross of Christ, 
and trust every day in our love and respect  
for the great gift which they are to us;  
We pray to the Lord:      
 
March 19th  THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
That through the intercession of Our Lady of the 
Annunciation, 
all expectant mothers might trust 
in the love of God for the child in their womb; 
We pray to the Lord:      
 
March 26th  FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
That God might give us the grace 
to repent of all sins against life, 
to renounce all shadows of the culture of death 
and to rejoice in the Gospel of Life which God has given to us; 
We pray to the Lord:   
    
 
“None of us know what will happen on our planet, in our Europe, in 
the next 50, 60 or 70 years, but there is something of which we are 
certain: that the family of God will always be present and that those 
who belong to this family are never alone, but have the sure 
friendship of him who is life.” 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, Homily for the Baptism of the Lord, 2006 



Children truly are the 
family’s greatest 
treasure and most 
precious good. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI, Address at 
Meeting on Family and Life Issues 
in Latin America, Dec. 3, 2005 
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It is no secret that the Supreme Court’s abortion jurisprudence has been 
subjected to exceptionally severe and sustained criticism.  Quite apart 
from the highly visible political controversies revolving around the 
morality of abortion, the major judicial decisions in this area have been 
vigorously attacked—from within the Court as well as by a broad range 
of distinguished constitutional scholars—for the manner in which they 
interpret the Constitution. 
Pro-choice New York Times columnist David Brooks, “Roe’s Birth, and Death,” New York Times, 
April 21, 2005 

[Everyone] must be helped to become aware of the intrinsic evil of the 
crime of abortion.  In attacking human life in its very first stages, it is also 
an aggression against society itself.  Politicians and legislators, therefore, 
as servants of the common good, are duty bound to defend the 
fundamental right to life, the fruit of God’s love. 
Pope Benedict XVI, Address at Meeting on Family & Life Issues in Latin America, 
Dec.  3, 2005 

God already sees the entire 
future of [the] embryo, still 
“unformed substance.”  …  The 
days which that creature will 
live and fill with deeds 
throughout his earthly existence 
are already written in the Lord’s 
book of life.  …  [The] greatness 
of this little unborn human 
creature, formed by God’s hands 
and surrounded by his love …  
[is] a biblical tribute to the 
human being from the first 
moment of his existence. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI, Address, Wednesday 
General Audience, Dec. 28, 2005 (reflecting 
on Psalm 139) 
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