
A Culture of Life
and the Penalty of Death
Our witness to respect for life shines most brightly when we demand respect for each and every human life, including
the lives of those who fail to show that respect for others. The antidote to violence is love, not more violence.

—Living the Gospel of Life: A Challenge to American Catholics

D
uring recent decades, we have seen that the death penalty is unnecessary and unjustified,
undermining respect for human life and dignity and supporting a culture of death. In A
Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death, the bishops call for our nation to abandon the

use of the death penalty as we move one step closer to building a culture of life. As a tool for
education and reflection, this pastoral statement is an effort to help Catholics better understand
and apply the Church’s teaching on the death penalty. All Catholics—from religious and political
leaders to the parishioner in the pew—are called to join in the efforts to bring an end to capital
punishment through prayer, outreach, education, reflection, and action. 
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Catholic Campaign to End the
Use of the Death Penalty
“It is time for U.S. Catholics to come together to work to end the use of the death penalty in our
land.” In light of Catholic teaching, we see the lack of justification for the death penalty and the
overall toll that it takes on society. This brochure or bulletin insert provides Catholics with
information that they need to participate in the “Catholic Campaign to End the Use of the Death
Penalty.” This practical resource provides facts about the death penalty and suggestions on how
to participate in the campaign.
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