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INITIAL RESPONSE GIVEN
TO AUTHORITY STATEMENT

WASHINGTON--The Anglican/Roman Catholic Consultation in the
United States (ARC-USA) has issued an "initial response" to the
so-called Venice statement, terming it "a significant challenge
to both our churches" which "merits prayerful study on the part
of all Anglicans and Roman Catholics concerned about the unity of
the Body of Christ."

The Venice statement, entitled Agreed Statement on Authority

in the Church, was made public last week by the Anglican-Roman

Catholic International Commission (ARCIC), a high level study group
established by Pope Paul VI and the Archbishop of Canterbury. The
international commission, while saying that it had not been able to
resolve all of the difficulties of Anglicans concerning Roman
Catholic belief relating to the office of the Bishop of Rome,
reported that it had arrived at a basic consensus" on the guestion
of authority in the Church.

The ARCIC statement, like its Agreed Statement on the Eucharist,
Windsor, 1971, and an Agreed Statement on Ministry, Canterbury,

1973, will be submitted to authorities of the two Churches for
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