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LUTHERANS, ROMAN CATHOLICS COMPLETE

COMMON STATEMENT ON SAINTS, MARY

WASHINGTON--Culminating seven years of study and discussion,
scholars representing Lutherans and Roman Catholics in the United
States have approved a common statement setting forth their
doctrinal agreements and differences on the role of the saints,
especially Mary, the mother of Jesus, in the life of faith.

The document, titled "The One Mediator, the Saints, and Mary,"
was unanimously approved Feb. 17 by the 20-member dialogue during

a working session in Lantana, Florida.

Completion of the 223-page report was announced by the dialogue
co-chairs, Archbishop J. Francis Stafford of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Denver and Dr. H. George Anderson, president of

Luther College, Decorah, Iowa.

The document explores convergences and divergences between the
two church traditions on the place of the saints and Mary in the
life of the churches in light of their common belief that Christ
is the "sole mediator" between the believer and God the Father.

In a section titled "Next Steps," signers of the document say:
"Building upon our prior consensus about Jesus Christ and the
gospel as the source and center of all Christian life, we have in

this round of dialogue come to a deeper appreciation of the
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