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DATE: June 20, 1995
FROM: William Ryan 5
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ORIENTAL ORTHODOX-ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUE MEETS

WASHINGTON--Clergy and scholars representing the Roman Catholic Church and the Oriental
Orthodox Churches in the United States held their annual dialogue session at the Cardinal
Spellman Retreat House in New York, June 5-6. The group was led by the two co-chairmen,
Syrian Orthodox Chorbishop John Meno and Roman Catholic Bishop Howard Hubbard of
Albany.

At the meeting, the commission finalized plans for a book on inter-church marriages and
other pastoral relationships which will be issued in September by the publishing arm of the
Catholic Bishops' Conference. The book gathers together several important church documents
concerning the reltionship between the two communions, and provides pastoral guidelines for
clergy and others who are involved in preparing Catholic-Oriental Orthodox couples for marriage.

Among other topics discussed were the joint christological declaration signed last
November by Pope John Paul I and Mar Dinkha IV, the Patriarch of the Assyrian Chuch of the
East; the ecumenical significance of the election of Karekin I as Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch
of All Armenians last April; and two recent papal documents, the apostolic letter Orientale Lumen
and the encyclical Ut Unum Sint. i

Having comleted this phase of the dialogue, the consultation considered topics for élture
study. It was decided that the next meeting, scheduled for June 17-18, 1996, will focus on
monasticism as it relates to the growing unity between the two churches. Two papers will be
prepared, one from the perspective of each tradition.

Dialogue members visited St. Mark's Syrian Orthodox Cathedral in Teaneck, New Jersey
for a prayer service in memory of a long-time member of the consultation, His Eminence Mar
Athanasius Yeshue Samuel, the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of the United States and Canada,
who died April 16, 1995. The service was followed by a meal prepared by the parishoners.
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The official Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation in the United States held its
first meeting in 1978. It is sponsored by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the
Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches, which includes the Armenian Apostolic, the
Coptic Orthodx, the Ethiopian Orthodox, and the Syrian Orthodox Churches in this country.

NOTE: Available upon request are a letter of Cardinal Edward Cassidy to Catholicos *
Vasken I; a letter of Pope John Paul II to Catholicos Karekin I on the occasion of his election; .
and a letter of Cardinal William Keeler, President of the National Conference of Catholic )
Bishops, to Catholicos Karekin I on the occasion of his election.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bill Ryan : %
FROM: Brother Jeffrey Gros, FSC *
DATE: June 12, 1995

RE: REPORT ON THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX DIALOGUE

Attached you have some background for a press release on the
recent Oriental Orthodox/ Catholic dialogue in the Bronx. If you
need more background, you may wish to call Father Ronald
Roberson, CSP 269-2506, as I will be out of town, and he prepared
this release.

The significance of the Cassidy letter is that it was done in
response to a 1992 concern of the Armenian Church about Roman
Catholic activities in Armenia, and an encyclical by the Armenian
catholic Patriarch, Jean Pierre. The Armenian Archbishop in the
United States, Khajag Barsamian, lead a delegation of Bishops to
visit the Holy Father to discuss with the Holy See the situation.
The US dialogue, in 1992, discussed the interchange in some
detail and Bishop Hubbard wrote to Cardinal Cassidy. This
correspondence has not been made public, but it has played a part
in the communication of the Holy See, and this positive response.
Another note as to why this letter is still "news:" it was lost
in the mails, apparently, and was only received in 1994 when it
was sent a second time through the nunciature. It has come to
our attention through its release in Armenia. The carefully
crafted letter again reiterates the Roman Catholic policy toward
our relations in Eastern Europe, and Armenia in particular, what
ever might be the experience of Catholic behavior in actual
practice.

t
The other two letters of greeting are self explanatory. We have
received a very positive response to Cardinal Keeler, dated May
29. RAgain Father Roberson helped the Cardinal in the
formulation, and plans to visit in Armenia this summer, so he can
£ill out further detail, should that be of help.
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Department of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The book, due to appear
next September, gathers together a number of important church documents and papers .-
concerning the relationship between the two communions, and provides pastoral guide-
lines for the clergy and others who are involved in preparing Catholic-Oriental Orthodox

couples for marriage.

In addition, a wide variety of topics of mutual interest were discussed. Among
these were the joint christological declaration signed last November in Rome by Pope
John Paul II and Mar Dinkha IV, the Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East; the
ecumenical significance of the election of Karekin I as Catholicos and Supreme Patriarch
of All Armenians last April; and two recent papal documents, the Apostolic Letter Orien-
tale Lumen and the Encyclical Ut Unum Sint.

Having completed this important phase of the dialogue, the consultation consid-
ered topics that could be studied in the future. It was decided that the next meeting,
scheduled for June 17-18, 1996, will focus on monasticism as it relates to the growing
unity between our churches. Two papers will be prepared, one from the perspective of
each of our traditions.

The dialogue members visited St. Mark's Syrian Orthodox Cathedral in Teaneck,
NJ, on the evening of June 5th and attended a prayer service in the cathedral in memory of
a long-time member of the consultation, His Eminence Mar Athanasius Yeshue Samuel,
the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop of the United States and Canada, who passed away on
April 16, 1995. The service was followed by a meal prepared by the parishioners.

The Official Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation in the United States
of America held its first meeting in 1978. It is sponsored by the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the Standing Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches, which in-
cludes the Armenian Apostolic, the Coptic Orthodox, the Ethiopian Orthodox, and the
Syrian Orthodox Churches in this country. ‘
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Appendices: :
o The letter of Edward Cardinal Cassidy to Catholicos Vasken I 5
e The letter of Pope John Paul II to Catholicos Karekin I on the occasion of his election.
e The letter of William Cardinal Keeler to Catholicos Karekin I on the occasion of his
election.



















