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Project Information

A Collaboration

— JPII Cultural Center Grant

— Bishops’ Committee on Vocations

— Bishops’ Committee on Priestly Life and Ministry

— NCDVD, NRVC , NOCERRC, NFPC, Military Archdiocese

# Premise & Objective: Personal invitations by
priests are vital in creating a vocation culture
and increasing priestly vocations




The gqift and power of the
Priesthood

In persona Christi...

we use the words of Christ
— This Is my body...

— This Is my blood...

— | absolve you...




The gqift and power of the
Priesthood

Come follow me...
| will make you fishers of men.




The gqift and power of the
Priesthood

* Fan into flame the gift you received when | laid
hands on you.”

2TIim1:6




Gift and Authority

® He who made His disciples fishers of men, enclosed
within His nets every kind of authority.

St. Augustine

® To so great a promise they trusted, and believed that
they should catch others by those same words by which

themselves had been caught.

St. John Chrysostom




GIft and Autnority
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Neaitlonal Perspecilye
In a2 USCCEB survey of mern schneduled
t0 pe ordained o ine priesinood in 2003

718% of tnern sald 'rJEE 2 priest invited tnerm
to consider ine priesinood.
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A 2001 USCCP survey Indicates that JFJJ/ 30% of our
| (s acilvely Inviie rmer to consider ine priesinood,

In 2z poll of young aclult Cainolics, orJJ/ 15% indiczaied
that iney nacd veen encouraged o inink aoout 2 vocatior
to tne religious life or oriesinood.

a (Dezin Hloge, et al,, Young Adult Catnolics: Religion and tne
Culture of Choic e)
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Pooe Jonr Paul |

B World Day of Praver for Vocations, 1993
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I'turn, finzlly, to you wno are already consecrated to the
Lord rlnrl In & special way, to you oriesis: you ran

alrez rl/ neerd and recognized tne gglll of the Goo
sneonerd; lend your owr \/01@@ to nirn wno today
galls ey to follow nirn. Spea o your young pe
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Pooe Jonr Paul |

concern which tre oriest snould have to find, so to spealk, someone
to replaice nirn in) rr e oriestnood” (n. 74). While it is known that God
calls those whorn he wills (cf. Ml 3: 13), It rust neverinegless pe ine
concern of every mmuer of Christto pray witn perseverarice for
vocations. No one Oguer than he is able to understand the urgericy
of 21 genera Qr izl exchzange that guarantees generous and noly
oersons for the proclamation of the Gospel and tnhe administration of \
the Sacrarments.

B World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 2004 \
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o configured to Christ wno ermpiied nimself taking tne
forrn of e servant, the priest lives a life of sirnplicity, cnasiity
and nurnole service, wnicn inspires others oy exarmole.”
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$s o tne Bishops of Papua New Guinea and ine
Solomon Islands (June 286, 2005) \
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HReceaent Ordinations {
n were ordalnead for tne Cnurcr I
n were ordalnead for tne Cnurcr I
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Actlve Minisiry 1

Lefiine Ministry
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Current Sermninarians «rc tnose
N Discernrment for our Djocese

E Places of Origin and Lavel of Educatiorn:

— Diocese of Springfleld-Cape 5

— Otner U.S. Dioceses 0

— Otner Couniries 2 \
\

— College 2

~ Theology YA —



Creaitlng a Culiure for

\Vocatlons In Soutnerrn

MIssoLUr]

Feflecting on our own

journey.......
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Taple discussion:

OfJ mrl/ ne ¢ JclHJr () /J | to ine Priesin

VWriat were your inlilal excliements arn
nopes?

rlow would you descrioe your feelings ¢
asplrailons now?
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Sessjorn |

Heaviaw of the OLest

“—ll

oreviously suprniitec I

U)

/7

A



1

_-—
[5

Coer Forurr

During serminzary, wnei conflrmed ard ‘
streng"r'm@ned VoL vocailorn to
orlesinood?

U

Wizt deeply nuriures and susizains your
relationsnio with God today?

Wit expressions of support and \
encouragernent frorn your orotner priests

are mostirmnporiant 1o you?
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10. Wnat nelps you live in gersona Cririsil in)
view of the rmarny cdermnarncds you face?

. What do you value rmost aoout your
voceilon to ine priestnood?

. Frorn your experience, wny snould a \
[rIz\f) romlrler Gl VOCC'[]OH to priestnood?
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The Quesilon of SUppori
ricl Invitation {
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of nelp to a rnarn wno was considering a

voceailon to ine oriesinood? Wnat did
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The Invitailon process
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Our Resolutions...

accepl tne responsiollities of priesinood
— At your ordination \ you gccepier cd the responsiolliiies of
ine priesinood out of love for ine Lord Jesus and rnis
to Lni

to bring nis peace and love to your

Cnurchn. Are you resolved ic
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clevotlon?

JVrWJFO oe faltniul rinisters of tne
Cto celeprate the Eucnarist
chaJ services wiin siricere

firisrn Mass
\
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Our Resolutions...

To Imitate Jesus Crrlist

LH

— Are you resolved to imita e Jesus Cririst, tne
nead and snepnerd of tne Cnurcrl, © 0y
tezicning tne Criristian faitn witr JLJ g) rmmg Of

vour owrl oroflt, solely for ine well-neing of tne
peoole you were sent to serve?
— Chrism Mass
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Writtern resgorse o sie

FReogortio tne Larger Group

We find ine OHOWJ(JJ to pe nelpiul
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In esizolisning a Culiure of T
Vocatlons In ine U.S. and in our
Diocese —
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New Fesolutlons
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F Tasks and follow-up
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Thearic you for your opariicipeaiion! ‘

Priesily Life and Vocation Surrmit

EVALUATION 8
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