PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION CLASS OF 2007

~Meet a few of the men to be ordained to the priesthood in 2007~

Aaron Kuhn
St. Cloud

At the age of
twenty-one, Aaron
Kuhn felt God’s
subtle call to the
priesthood from
watching his parish
priest’s preaching
and leadership.
Before entering
seminary, he
served in his
parish as an altar server, lector, Eucharistic
minister, and music minister. He also served his
country in the Army and the National Guard.

His hobbies range from cooking and exercise, to
the opera and playing music.

Alejandro del
Toro Gutiérrez

Rockford

Alejandro del Toro
Gutiérrez first
considered the
priesthood when
he was eighteen-
years-old. Before
entering the
seminary, he
played keyboard in
a band and was a
fulltime factory
worker. His
academic distinctions include finishing magna
cum laude at the Pontifical North American
College in Rome and also completing his STB
magna cum laude. He is currently studying to
receive an STL in Dogmatic Theology.

Alfredo
Madrigal-Carlos

Order of Friars
Minor Provincia
Franciscana de
San Pedro y San
Pablo

Born in Mexico,
Alfredo Madrigal-
Carlos came to
the U.S. in 2002.
Before entering
the seminary, he
was a musician. Set to be ordained a
Franciscan priest, he enjoys music, and also
counts sailing and woodworking among his
interests.

Andrew Booms
Saginaw

Andrew Booms
says that he had
not always
planned on
becoming a priest,
but first considered
the idea when he
was seventeen-
years-old. A
member of the
prestigious honor
society Phi Beta
Kappa, his past educational achievements
include the dean’s list and graduating summa
cum laude and as valedictorian. Prior to
entering the seminary, he was a successful
computer support technician.



Andrew Roza
Omaha

Andrew Roza was an
Olympic hopeful in
curling and entered
the seminary after his
team was eliminated
from the 2002
Olympic trials. Before
then, his team had
won three U-21
national titles and
bronze medals at two
junior world
championships. In
addition to his sports
accomplishments, he
found time for service as an altar server, youth minister,
and campus minister.

Antonio (TJ)
Martinez, Jr., SJ

Society of Jesus,
New Orleans
Province

Antonio (TJ) Martinez
entered the Jesuit
Novitiate ten days
after completing law
school and the Texas
state bar exam. He
subsequently earned
a Masters degree in
historical philosophy
with distinction. Before entering the seminary, he had
served as an altar server, lector, Eucharistic minister,
cantor, and youth minister. Among his many hobbies are
cooking, exercising, reading, running, and hunting.

David Brown
Portland

woodworking.

Catesby Clay, Jr.
Lexington

Before entering the
seminary, Catesby Clay,
Jr., an Eagle Scout,
served the Church as an
altar server, lector, and
Eucharistic minister.
Professionally, he
worked for a
thoroughbred trade
publication as the
managing editor of an
investor newsletter that analyzed the racing and auction
performance of stallions' offspring. He enjoys reading
and sailing.

Christopher Decker
Baton Rouge

Christopher Decker says
that, since the age of ten,
he has always had a sense
of his vocation. He
attributes this recognition of
his call to the priesthood to
the profundity of the liturgy
and the life of the local faith
community. He also credits
the gentle encouragement
of priests, laity, and friends
in his life with encouraging
him to pursue his vocation. In addition to movies, he
likes painting, reading, theatre, and writing.

Before he entered the seminary, David Brown had already been an altar
server, a Eucharistic minister, and a member of his parish pastoral
council. While he worked as an insurance investigator, he also gained
over twenty-five years of experience in white-water rafting and has
rafted some of the most exciting and remote rivers in the American west.
In addition to rafting, he likes camping, fishing, hiking, reading, and



Douglas Mullin

Order of St.
Benedict

Douglas Mullin
became a monk of
St. John's Abbey
when he was
twenty-four years
old and discerned
that he was not
called to ordained
ministry. For the
next twenty-one
years, he lived
happily as a monk until he was encouraged by
his abbot to again discern whether he might be
called to the priesthood. He completed his MDiv
and ordination requirements in 2006 and has
come to appreciate the unique way Christ has
called him to serve as an ordained monk in the
Order of St. Benedict.

Edgar Ernesto
Reynoso-
Campirano

Phoenix

Born in Mexico
City, Edgar
Ernesto
Reynoso-
Campirano
dreamt of going
to an American
university and, in
1998, he
graduated from the University of Texas at El
Paso. Over the next four years, he had a
distinguished career in Information Technology;
his projects and achievements have been
recognized by such prestigious institutions as
the Smithsonian Institute, the National
Geographic Society, Stanford University, the
White House, and the American Association of
Higher Education.

. Emilio
Magana
San Diego

Emilio Magana
worked in law
enforcement
while
discerning the
priesthood.
Already
working with
youth, he was
able to make a
transition into
full-time
diocesan youth ministry. He credits people in
his faith community, including some priests,
with encouraging him to consider the
priesthood. He enjoys reading and playing
music.

Emmanuel
Zamora

Lexington

Born in the
Philippines,
Emmanuel
Zamora
came to live
in the U.S. in
2001. A
college
professor of
language
and
literature, his
interests include movies, music, painting,
reading, and writing. Only one year before
receiving tenure at the institution where he
taught, he entered the seminary. He first felt a
vocation to the priesthood when he was
eleven-years-old.



Jaime Rivera
Atlanta

Born in Puerto
Rico, Jaime Rivera
first considered a
vocation to the
priesthood when
he was six-years-
old. Before he
entered the
seminary, he
worked for the
post office and as
a religion teacher
and served the Church as a lector, Eucharistic
minister, and music minister. He many
pastimes include basketball, cooking, cycling,
exercising, movies, music, reading, running, and
sports.

Jason
Palermo

Baton Rouge

Jason
Palermo loves
riding roller
coasters and
visiting theme
parks and has
an especial
fondness for
Walt Disney
World. He also delights in creating models and
sculptures, as well as designing and renovating
spaces in homes, libraries, and other
environments. He believes he will be able to
bring the his gifts of organizational ability,
creativity, and initiative to his priestly ministry.
Before he entered the seminary, he was a
Branch Office Administrator for Edward Jones
Investments and served in multiple lay
ministries.

Jose
Gregorio
Rausseo
Gomez

Salt Lake

City

Born in

Venezuala,

Jose
Gregorio Rausseo Gomez came to live in the
U.S. when he was 36. Before entering
seminary, he performed very well
academically, was salutatorian of his class,
and completed an undergraduate degree. He
first considered a vocation to the priesthood
when he was twenty-five-years-old, and he
credits the works of St. Augustine with
encouraging him to pursue his vocation.

Joseph Jim
Camargo

Sacramento

Born in the

Philippines,

Joseph Jim

Camargo is

the eldest of

four
children. He first considered the priesthood
when he was twelve. After he graduated from
his college seminary, he taught at a Catholic
high school and pursued theological studies at
Seminario Mayor de San Carlos, then applied
to the Diocese of Sacramento and came to the
U.S. in 2005. His younger brother in the
Philippines is also a seminarian.



Joseph-
Quoc Vuong

Saint Paul
and
Minneapolis

Born in Viet
Nam, Joseph-
Quoc Vuong
first
considered
the
priesthood
when he was
seven-years-
old and came
to the United
States in
1993. He
was a youth
and music minister and many people thought he
would be successful as a businessman.
Instead, he entered St. Paul Seminary. He
enjoys fishing and cooking.

Kevin Zilverberg
Sioux Falls

While living on his
parents' purebred
beef ranch during
high school, Kevin
Zilverbert built
custom computers
and taught himself
computer
programming. He
was named an Elks
National Most
Valuable Student
and SJU
Collegeville Regents' Scholar. He began
considering the priesthood at eleven-years-old
and served as an altar server, lector, and music
minister before entering the seminary.

Krzysztof Kulig
Chicago

Krzysztof Kulig
says that people
would be
surprised to know
that he decided
to become a
priest. He first
considered the
idea at eighteen.
He was born in
Poland, and
came to the
United States in
2003. Before
seminary, he had been an altar server, lector,
music and youth minister, and served on his
parish’s liturgy committee. Reading, writing,
and sports, including basketball, soccer, and
swimming, are among his pastimes.

Krzysztof
Dominik
Ciasto

Chicago

Krzysztof
Dominik
Ciasto was
born in Poland.
He graduated
from a cooking
school as a
gastronome
and worked as
a dietician, a
food warehouse manager, and a chefin a
resort clinic-spa in the most famous resort town
in Poland, Krynica-Zdroj(Springs-Spa). He
soon entered the Papal Academy of Theology
in Krakow and studied philosophy and theology
for four years. In 2003, he came to Chicago,
where he learned English and completed his
theological training.



Lazarus Kirigia
Des Moines

Lazarus Kirigia loves dancing and is good at it.
He worked in sales before entering the
seminary. Born in Kenya, he attended a
Catholic high school and college before
emigrating to the United States in 2003. A
member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, he
had also ministered as an altar server, lector,
and Eucharistic minister. He enjoys fishing,
hiking, and running.

Marco
Antonio
Durazo

Los Angeles

Though Marco
Antonio
Durazo had
considered the
priesthood
when he was
fifteen-years-
old, he
graduated from
college and
pursued a
career as an
architect,
which he enjoyed, but left it behind to enter the
seminary. He was born in Mexico and attended
a Catholic elementary and high school before
emigrating to the United States in 1999. In
addition to his affinity for architecture, he likes
painting and hiking.

Howard
Adkins

Baton Rouge

Howard

Adkins likes

cooking,

cycling,

watching

movies,

listening to

music,

reading,

running, sports, and theatre. He served the
U.S. Armed Forces in the Marines and was the
president of a manufacturing company, but
never considered the priesthood until he was
forty-years-old. As he says, “God calls
whomever he wants...He yelled loud enough
for me to hear Him.”

Michael Alello
Baton Rouge

Michael Alello
attended
Catholic
elementary
and high
schools. He
also attended
the seminary
twice. The first
time he entered, he left after two years of
discernment. Then, after completing his
college degree, he reentered the seminary. An
enthusiast for reading and the theatre, he was
a Eucharistic and youth minister before
entering the seminary.



Michael Kaluza

Saint Paul and
Minneapolis

Michael Kaluzza
credits
adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament for
his
consideration of
a vocation to
the priesthood
at the age of
twenty-seven.
A graduate of
Catholic
elementary and
high schools, he received an undergraduate
degree before seminary and graduated magna
cum laude. He enjoys reading.

Michael
Triplett

Baltimore

Michael Triplett
first considered
the priesthood
when he was
fifteen-years-
old, in the
Appalacian
Mountains,
while on a
workcamp
weekend with
his Catholic
high school. He enjoys sports, movies, and
reading. In his lay ministries, he has been an
altar server, Eucharistic minister, lector, campus
minister, and has been involved with right to life
activities.

Nathan March
Portland

Nathan March
attended a
Catholic high
school,
became an
Eagle Scout,
graduated from
college, and
was employed
as an
integrated
circuit design
engineer
before entering
the seminary.
He first thought
about the priesthood at sixteen-years-old and
credits a teacher, priest, and religious brother
with encouraging him to consider that vocation.
He enjoys brewing beer and playing ultimate
Frisbee.

Randy Dollins
Denver

Randy Dollins
was a graphic
designer working
as the art director
for a sportswear
company before
entering the
seminary. He had
also been a youth
minister, cantor,
parish pastoral
council member,
and Knights of
Columbus member. He first considered a
vocation to the priesthood when he was
nineteen and credits his parents with
encouraging him to consider that vocation.



Randall Summers
Indianapolis

Before entering the seminary, Randall Summers
had been a healthcare consultant, successful
businessman, and member of the National
Guard. He considered a vocation to the
priesthood with the encouragement of a friend.
He enjoys the theatre.

Ronald Levra
Superior

Ronald Levra
felt a call to the
priesthood
when he was
fourteen, but,
at the time,
was not
financially able
to enter the
seminary. He
served, though,
as a husband,
altar server,
lector, Eucharistic minister, youth minister, as
well as on the parish pastoral council and for the
right to life. He was an Eagle Scout, a member
of the Knights of Columbus, and a soldier in the
Army. He worked for the police and as a
salesman. He cared in turn for both his ailing
wife and mother. After their deaths, he entered
the seminary.

Seamus
Griesbach

Portland

Seamus
Griesbach
attended a
Catholic college
and graduated
magna cum
laude. He was a
religion teacher at
a Catholic high
school before entering the seminary. Having
first considered the priesthood at sixteen, he
credits his parents, friends, parishioners, as
well as his bishop, a priest, and a religious
brother with encouraging him in his vocation.

Steven Voss
Denver

Steven Voss
attended
Catholic
elementary and
high schools,
as well as a
Catholic
college. Before
entering the
seminary, he
was employed
in banking. His
family, friends,
teachers, and
priests had encouraged him to consider the
priesthood. He is also a cancer survivor.



Thomas
Galarneault

Duluth

Thomas Galarneault
says that many may
be surprised that he
is to be ordained a
priest, since “as a
child I was not the
most interested
person in doing
religious things.”
Indeed, he explains,
“l was always into a little bit of mischief during
church school.” Before entering the seminary, he
had been a college graduate, an Eagle Scout, a
Eucharistic minister, and music minister. His family,
friends, bishop, and priests encouraged him to
consider a vocation to the priesthood.

Thomas McCarthy
Cincinnati

Thomas McCarthy
graduated from a
Catholic high school
and Catholic college.
He was an altar
server and involved in
the parish youth
group. A door-to-
door salesman for
two years, he then
spent five years
working for an
insurance company.
He first considered
the priesthood when he was twenty-five-years-old.

W. Daniel
Beeman

Richmond

Before entering the
seminary, W.
Daniel Beeman
was a
management
consultant for a
Fortune 500
company. He had
already earned a graduate degree and entrance
into the prestigious Phi Beta Kappa honor society.
He also served as a lector, Eucharistic minister, as
well as on the parish pastoral council and RCIA
team. He is the only Catholic in his family of over
Six generations.

Zachary Weber
Cincinnati

Zachary Weber
attended Catholic
elementary and
high school, as
well as a Catholic
college. Asa
layman he served
at the altar, as a
lector and
Eucharistic
minister. Involved
in youth ministry,
he was a member
of the Knights of Columbus and the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. He first considered the priesthood
when he was fifteen-years-old and credits a priest
with encouraging his vocation.

Tony Welle

Orlando

A college graduate, altar server, lector, and
Eucharistic minister, Tony Welle was encouraged
by his parents, grandparents, and fellow
parishioners to consider the priestly life. Prior to
entering the seminary, he was employed in sales.



