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Prenatal care is essential for healthy mothers 
and their babies, but low-income, unin-
sured women in many areas have no access 

to this critical service. Until recently, pregnant 
women in central Iowa’s Story County had to 
travel 45 miles to Marshalltown or Des Moines for 
affordable prenatal healthcare. Without transpor-
tation or paid leave time, countless expectant 
mothers simply could not access the services 
they needed. 

Thanks to A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy 
(AMOS), an ecumenical community organization 
that receives funding from the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD), women and 
babies are now served by a fully equipped and 
professionally staffed mobile obstetric clinic that 
pulls into a church parking lot in Ames twice a 
month. Ames, a city of 59,000, is the largest in 
Story County.

The mobile clinic is the happy result of a 
five-year effort by AMOS to meet a need often 
identified by AMOS’s 29 member organizations, 
including Catholic parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque and the Diocese of Des Moines. AMOS 
lead organizer Paul Turner says the clinic, like all 
the group’s projects, started with people telling 
their stories at “house meetings,” where individuals 
from different backgrounds come together, iden-
tify the pressures they face, and form an alternative 

vision for their community. “The house meetings 
cross the lines that tend to divide people and create 
the possibility of hope,” says Turner.

In fact, he says, the integrity of the AMOS 
agenda flows from the house meeting process. 
They look for solutions for people like Michelle 
Hernandez, a mother of three, who spoke at one 
of the house meetings. She described driving an 
hour to the hospital in Marshalltown while she 
was in hard labor, only to be turned away because 
her labor had not progressed enough to deliver the 
baby. She timed her contractions in the parking lot 
until she was admitted to the hospital.

(continued on p. 3)
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From the Director
 Dear Friends,

He is risen! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia!

Like the apostles, we encounter Christ on the way to Pente-
cost—on the road, in the breaking of bread, and in those who 
are hurting or wounded. 

The Passion and agony of Jesus is still fresh in our minds, 
and Easter joy can be short lived as we look around and see abject poverty, community 
desolation, and despair. Christ calls us to be a resurrection people, a people concerned 
about the hurting, the vulnerable, the child yet to be born—and in that concern to be a 
people who act to protect and defend life. 

A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy (AMOS) saves lives by making sure that pregnant 
mothers have proper prenatal care. AMOS unites communities by bringing together Catho-
lics, health and education advocates, and low-income communities in the hope of raising 
awareness of birth issues, prenatal health needs, and maternal and child well-being. 

Thanks to you and your generous contributions to the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development, the work of AMOS and some 240 other groups throughout the country lifts 
low-income families out of poverty and despair. Your actions are indeed a powerful witness 
to the saving power of God’s love.

Blessings to you and yours,

Ralph McCloud
Director, Catholic Campaign for Human Development
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For the mobile clinic, Turner says AMOS 
brought together the goodwill and resources of 
Catholic, public health, and educational institu-
tions, which share a common respect for life. 
Interns at a county hospital needed experience 
in obstetrics; Des Moines University had a clinic 
vehicle; the local Lutheran church had an accom-
modating parking area; and parishioners from 
St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Ames worked as 
bridge builders with AMOS to make it all happen.

He says the mobile clinic looks like a doctor’s 
office on wheels, with exam rooms and an ultra-
sound machine. Six to ten women are served each 
time the huge vehicle comes to town, and doctors 
estimate that as many as 60 women a year will seek 
prenatal care there because of its proximity and 
affordability. The clinic does not offer abortions 
or contraceptives.

Turner says AMOS’s efforts also helped influ-
ence charity care policies of the major health care 
systems in Iowa and Catholic hospitals across the 
country. “People with the least ability to pay were 
being billed at the highest, undiscounted rates. 
We helped negotiate a deal with large hospitals to 
apply a discount to the uninsured, too,” he says. “It 
was the first voluntary agreement of its kind in the 
United States.”

Bishop Richard E. Pates of Des Moines says, 
“In following the work of AMOS, I can detect the 
hard work in identifying issues, doing the required 
research, and recommending steps for achieving 
social justice. AMOS’s efforts serve to provide a 
voice to the voiceless and underrepresented.”

Danelda Allen, a member of the Social Justice 
Committee at St. Thomas Aquinas, says AMOS 
helps her parish respond to “the least, the last, and 
the lost—and to remember why we’re here.”

She explains, “As a parish, we are very good 
with acts of mercy, but we struggle with acts of jus-
tice. AMOS dovetails with Catholic social teaching 
by addressing systemic injustice issues.”

AMOS has received local and national grants 
from CCHD for its community organizing work. 
“CCHD support is absolutely critical to the success 
of AMOS,” Turner says. “The local and national 
grants mean a great deal. They keep the lights on, 
pay the staff, and underwrite the costs of our orga-
nizing efforts.”

Archbishop Jerome Hanus of Dubuque lauds 
AMOS’s work as “difficult, but most important,” 
and necessary to fulfill the gospel call to provide 
service to those in need.  “As chief shepherd for the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque, I am pleased that our 
Ames parishes are actively involved in the work of 
AMOS,” he says.
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Spotlight on Renewal
the recent Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) 

review and renewal created a new position to focus on pro-
moting, safeguarding, and monitoring the Catholic identity of 
CCHD. the USCCB Department of Justice, Peace and Human 

Development’s (JPHD) Education & outreach office partnered with CCHD to restructure 
existing communications positions, creating the Mission-identity outreach Manager 
position. this position is crucial, as it oversees communication processes for JPHD, with 
a special emphasis on supporting the implementation of CCHD’s renewal. 

Gloria Luna Moorman, former CCHD grants specialist for the southwestern and 
central regions of the United States, played a crucial role before and during CCHD’s 
review and renewal. She demonstrated to the department that she had the talent, 
energy, and vision necessary for the new position.  

Her work in campus ministry in austin, tX, in faith-based community organizing in 
Kentucky and Miami, and directing the office of Social advocacy for the archdiocese 
of Miami prepared Gloria for her new job. “this is an exciting time for JPHD and for 
CCHD in particular,” she said. “the bishops’ recommitment to CCHD’s mission has 
affirmed our work. When so much of the country is living in poverty, it is an honor to be 
able to contribute.” 

Gloria’s career has been influenced by the stark contrasts of being born in El Salvador 
in the late 1970s and moving to texas at the age of seven. She holds a BS in public 
relations from the University of texas School of Communication and an Ma in pastoral 
ministry from St. thomas University in Miami Gardens. She has been married to Mark 
Moorman for two years and attributes her capacity to do the work to her supportive 
family in texas.
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What is CCHD?

Through the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development 

(CCHD) of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), Catholics and friends of 
CCHD across the country help poor 
and low-income Americans to help 
themselves and their communities 
out of poverty.

Since 1970, the Catholic Campaign 
has contributed over $280 million 
to more than 7,800 low-income–led, 
community-based projects that 
strengthen families, create jobs, 
build affordable housing, fight 
crime, and improve schools and 
neighborhoods. CCHD requires 
that projects develop community 
leadership and participation so that 

their solutions to poverty will be 
long-lasting and effective, and so 
that CCHD’s investment in people 
will help break the cycle of poverty. 
CCHD also educates Catholics 
about the causes of poverty and 
seeks to build solidarity between 
impoverished and affluent persons.


