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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Here is the schedule for Pope Francis' September 2015 Apostolic Journey to the United 

States of America as released by the Vatican on June 30, 2015.  All times listed are 

Eastern Daylight Time. 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 (WASHINGTON, DC)  

Á 4:00 p.m.    Arrival from Cuba at Joint Base Andrews 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 (WASHINGTON, DC)  

Á 9:15 a.m.  Welcome ceremony and meeting with President Obama at the White 

House 

Á 11:30 a.m. Midday Prayer with the bishops of the United States, St. Matthew's 

Cathedral 

Á 4:15 p.m.  Mass of Canonization of Junipero Serra, Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 (WASHINGTON , DC,  

NEW YORK CITY)  

Á 9:20 a.m.  Address to Joint Meeting of the United States Congress  

Á 11:15 a.m. Visit to St. Patrick in the City and Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 

of Washington 

Á 4:00 p.m.   Depart from Joint Base Andrews 

Á 5:00 p.m.   Arrival at John F. Kennedy International Airport 

Á 6:45 p.m.   Evening Prayer (Vespers) at St. Patrick's Cathedral  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 (NEW YORK CITY)  

Á 8:30 a.m. Visit to the United Nations and Address to the United Nations General 

Assembly 

Á 11:30 a.m. Multi-religious service at 9/11 Memorial and Museum, World Trade 

Center  

Á 4:00 p.m.  Visit to Our Lady Queen of Angels School, East Harlem 

Á 6:00 p.m.  Mass at Madison Square Garden 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 (NEW YORK CITY, P HILADELPHIA)  

Á 8:40 a.m.  Departure from John F. Kennedy International Airport 

Á 9:30 a.m.  Arrival at Atlantic Aviation, Philadelphia  

Á 10:30 a.m. Mass at Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul, Philadelphia  

Á 4:45 p.m.  Visit to Independence Mall 

Á 7:30 p.m.  Visit to the Festival of Families Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 (PHILADELPHIA)  

Á 9:15 a.m.  Meeting with bishops at St. Martin's Chapel, St. Charles Borromeo 

Seminary  

Á 11:00 a.m. Visit to Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility  

Á 4:00 p.m.   Mass for the conclusion of the World Meeting of Families, Benjamin 

Franklin Parkway  

Á 7:00 p.m.  Visit with organizers, volunteers and benefactors of the World Meeting of 

Families, Atlantic Aviation  

Á 8:00 p.m.  Departure for Rome 
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Pope Francis 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in Buenos Aires Dec. 17, 1936. He earned a chemical 

technician's diploma from his high school and entered the Jesuit novitiate in March 1958. 

As part of his Jesuit formation, he taught literature and psychology at Jesuit high schools 

in the mid-1960s, and he was ordained to the priesthood Dec. 13, 1969. 

In 1973, he was appointed superior of the Jesuit province of Argentina. In 1992, Pope 

John Paul II named him an auxiliary bishop of Buenos Aires. He was promoted to 

coadjutor archbishop in 1997 and became head of the archdiocese in 1998; St. John Paul 

named him to the College of Cardinals three years later. 

On March 13, 2013, he was elected at the age of 76 to succeed Pope Benedict XVI and 

took the name of Francis. 

Early in his pontificate, Pope Francis named an international panel of cardinals ï 

including Cardinal Se§n P. OôMalley of Boston ï as an advisory panel for church 

governance. Their first ongoing task is to reorganize the Vatican bureaucracy. The pope 

has accepted the cardinals' recommendations to establish a council and secretariat for 

economic affairs, a secretariat for communications and a commission to promote child 

protection.  

Eight months after taking office, Pope Francis published his apostolic exhortation, "The 

Joy of the Gospel," a detailed vision of the program for his papacy and his vision for the 

church ï  particularly the Church's outreach and its response to challenges posed by 

secular culture. In the document, the pope called on Catholics to go out into the world, 

sharing their faith "with enthusiasm and vitality" by being living examples of joy, love 

and charity. "An evangelizer," he said, "must never look like someone who has just come 

back from a funeral." 

Pope Francisô visit to Cuba and the United States marks the 10th foreign trip of his 

pontificate, and it is the first time in his life visiting the United States.   

The visit comes in a year packed with important events: the publication in June of 

"Laudato Si'," his encyclical on the environment; the world Synod of Bishops on the 

family in October; and the opening Dec. 8 of a special Year of Mercy. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON 
PRESS KIT 

 

 

#PopeinDC 
September 22π24, 2015 

 

Media Contacts  

301Ȥ853Ȥ4516  

adw.org/popemedia   
  

Chieko Noguchi  

Director of Media and Public Relations  

301Ȥ853Ȥ4515 Å 301Ȥ758Ȥ7901 (mobile) Å cnoguchi@adw.org  
  

Georgina Stark  

Manager  

301Ȥ853Ȥ4517 Å gstark@adw.org  
  

Lindsey Frechou  

Communications Associate  

301Ȥ853Ȥ4512 Å lfrechou@adw.org   
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON  
AT A GLANCE 
Located in the U.S. capital, the Archdiocese reflects the vibrant diversity of the Catholic  

Church in America  

Å Active and Thriving:  More than 620,000 Catholics  

Å Schools: Nearly 27,000 students in 95 Catholic schools  

Å Diversity:  Mass is celebrated in more than 20 languages weekly  

Å Vocations: 79 seminarians studying to become priests for the archdiocese  

Å Service: Catholic Charities serves more than 120,000 people annually   

 

  

Archdiocese of Washington Facts  

Å 139 parishes in Washington, D.C. and five Maryland counties: Montgomery, Prince Georgeôs, Charles, 

Calvert and St. Maryôs  

Å Currently led by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who was installed as Archbishop of Washington in June 2006  

Å Established in 1939 by Pope Pius XII. Celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2014  

Å More than 620,000 parishioners  

Å Total priests serving the Archdiocese of Washington: 343  

Å Total number of seminarians: 79  

Å Washington, DC, is home to national entities such as the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception and is the location of three Catholic 

universities: The Catholic University of America, Georgetown University, and Trinity University  

 

Catholic Education in the Archdiocese  

Å Total number of students in Catholic schools: Nearly 27,000  

Å Number of schools: 95, including early childhood centers, elementary and high schools  

Å Success: 99% of Catholic high school students graduate and 97% of Catholic high school graduates go 

on to college  

Å More than 25,000 students in parish elementary and high school religious education programs  

  

Diversity  

Å Nearly 270,000 Catholics of Hispanic descent; Spanish-language Masses celebrated at 38 locations  

Å Approximately 100,000 Catholics of African and Caribbean descent  

Å Mass is celebrated in more than 20 languages weekly  

Å Languages include French, Spanish, Italian, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Korean, Haitian Creole, and more   

  

Social Service  

Å Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington serves more than 120,000 people annually 

regardless of religion  

Å Catholic Charities serves 4.2 million meals a year to those in need in the Washington, DC and Maryland 

region  

Å Victory Housing provides affordable housing and related social services to more than 2,100 low- and 

moderate-income senior citizens and families in Washington, DC and Maryland  

Å St. Annôs Center for Children, Youth and Families has cared for at-risk young mothers and vulnerable 

children for 155 years  
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON  
HISTORY  
Å Site of the first Mass in English-speaking North America (March 25, 1634)  

Å Religious Act of 1649: first legislation a representative body ever enacted for religious freedom.  

Yet, from 1690-1776, Catholics suffered under penal laws  

Å Home to John Carroll, who in 1789 was appointed the first U.S. bishop   

Å Originally part of Baltimore, was established in 1939, with five Maryland counties added in 1948  

Å Celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2014  

Å Today: 620,000 Catholics, 139 parishes and 95 schools as well as a diverse and extensive network of 

social services throughout the region  

 

  

Early Years  

   

Catholicism was brought to Maryland in 1634 when Jesuit Father Andrew White celebrated the first Mass held in 

the original 13 colonies, on the shores of St. Clementôs Island. From that humble beginning in St. Maryôs County 

to the thriving, diverse Catholic community which exists today, the story of the Archdiocese of Washington is 

one of struggle, hope and faith.  

  

Founded as a haven for Catholics and a place of religious tolerance, Maryland was the site of the Toleration Act 

of 1649 ï the first legislation a representative body ever enacted for religious freedom. Sadly, this freedom did 

not last. Between 1690 and 1776, Catholics in Maryland suffered under oppressive penal laws. They persevered, 

however, and many became patriots for the cause of American independence.  

  

Despite these early obstacles, the Catholic faith flourished. Historic parishes abound today, including St. Francis 

Xavier, Newtowne, which dates to 1640; St. Patrick, the first Catholic church in the original Federal City; and St. 

Augustine, founded by freed slaves in 1858 and canonically established in 1865. Archbishop John Carroll, 

appointed the first archbishop in the United States in 1789, was born in Upper Marlboro. Georgetown University, 

the nationôs first Catholic college, was founded here in 1789. The archdiocese also is home to The Catholic 

University of America.  

  

A New Archdiocese Is Established  

  

Originally part of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the City of Washington was named a separate archdiocese by 

Pope Pius XII in 1939, under the direction of Baltimoreôs Archbishop Michael J. Curley. Eight years later, 

Archbishop Patrick A. OôBoyle was named the first resident archbishop, and Calvert, Charles, Montgomery, 

Prince Georgeôs and St. Maryôs Counties joined Washington as part of the new archdiocese. Archbishop OôBoyle 

immediately began his pioneering work to desegregate Catholic schools and parishes, build new churches and 

establish new social service ministries. He was elevated to Cardinal in 1967 and retired in 1973.  

  

Meeting the Needs of a Diverse and Growing Community   

  

Archbishop William Baum succeeded Cardinal OôBoyle. Elevated to Cardinal in 1976, he was transferred to the 

Roman Curia four years later, where he served until 2001. While Archbishop of Washington, Cardinal Baum was 

joined by the faithful of the archdiocese in welcoming our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, on his first papal visit 

to the United States.  

  

In 1980, James A. Hickey, a native of Michigan, was appointed Archbishop of Washington. He was elevated to 

the College of Cardinals in 1988. Under Cardinal Hickeyôs leadership, the Archdiocese of Washington built and 
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renovated churches and schools and he greatly expanded service ministries, establishing programs such as Victory 

Housing, Birthing and Care and the Archdiocesan Health Care and Legal Networks.   

  

The archdiocese also grew in diversity, with Mass celebrated in over 20 languages, including Chinese, French, 

Korean, Polish, Portuguese and Vietnamese. Today, Spanish-language Masses are celebrated at 38 locations to 

meet the needs of the nearly 270,000 Catholics of Hispanic ancestry living in our community. The Archdiocese 

also is enriched by the gifts of the 100,000 Catholics of African and Caribbean descent.  

  

In November 2000, Cardinal Hickey retired as archbishop. His successor, Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick, 

then-Archbishop of Newark, was installed in ceremonies held in early January 2001. Just six weeks later, on 

February 21, he was elevated to the College of Cardinals in a ceremony held at the Vatican.   

  

Cardinal McCarrick quickly put his mark on the archdiocese, emphasizing vocations and ministry to the diverse 

cultures within the archdiocese, particularly the Hispanic community. Within his first year, he visited all 140 

parishes, opened a new seminary for missionary priests of the archdiocese and started a diocesan-wide 

stewardship initiative.  

  

In May 2006, Pope Benedict XVI appointed then-Bishop Donald W. Wuerl as the new Archbishop of Washington. 

He was installed on June 22, 2006. Archbishop Wuerl, the former Bishop of Pittsburgh, is known nationally for 

his commitment to finding new and innovative ways to keep Catholic education affordable for parents and to 

ensuring all children have access to a quality education. In his first year, he initiated archdiocesan-wide initiatives 

to strengthen our Catholic schools, enhance catechetical programs and renew Catholic Charities. He has also 

made renewing sacramental life a priority, introducing a successful initiative on the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

in 2007 that has since been adopted by the Catholic bishops for use throughout the United States. He regularly 

visits parishes, schools and Church programs administering the Sacrament of Confirmation, installing pastors and 

celebrating anniversaries. His teaching ministry is expressed in his many pastoral letters, including recent ones 

on the New Evangelization and the Church as well as his many articles and books. The archbishop is active in 

community and interfaith activities, joining with civic and business leaders to promote education, service to the 

poor, pastoral assistance to refugees and immigrants as well as interfaith understanding.  

  

As Archbishop of Washington, he also hosted Pope Benedict XVI during the Holy Fatherôs historic visit to 

Washington, DC in April 2008. While in Washington, Pope Benedict celebrated Mass for nearly 50,000 people 

from around the nation at Nationals Park, visited the White House, met with the United States bishops and leaders 

of other faiths, and addressed Catholic educators.  

  

In 2010, Archbishop Wuerl was named to the College of Cardinals and in 2012 was appointed by Pope 

Benedict XVI to oversee the Vatican Synod on the New Evangelization.  

  

The Archdiocese Today  

  

On June 8, 2014, Cardinal Wuerl convoked the first Archdiocesan Synod as he celebrated Mass at the Cathedral 

of St. Matthew the Apostle on the Solemnity of Pentecost. The statutes and recommendations produced through 

the Synod preparatory process were based on more than 15,000 suggestions collected from the faithful across the 

archdiocese through parish listening sessions and online surveys over the past two years. The Synod gave the 

faithful the opportunity to reflect on the mission of the Archdiocese of Washington as well as to provide their 

insight on the life of the local Church and how best to carry out its work in the future.  

  

Today, the Archdiocese of Washington is home to over 620,000 Catholics. The 95 Catholic schools educate more 

than 27,000 children while service agencies, including Catholic Charities and Victory Housing, have made the 

archdiocese one of the largest private social service providers in the region. Every year, tens of thousands of 

people receive counseling, shelter, adoption and foster care assistance, health care, immigration and legal aid, 

affordable housing and more through the care of archdiocesan staff and volunteers.  
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ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Å Nearly 27,000 students in Catholic schools 

Å 95 schools, including early childhood centers, elementary and high schools  

Å 99% of Catholic high school students graduate and 97% of Catholic high school graduates  

go on to college  

Å 27 schools in the archdiocese have been named as National Blue Ribbon Schools by the U.S. 

Department of Education  

Å For the 2014-15 school year, the archdiocese awarded $5.7 million in tuition assistance to families  

Å Catholic schools in the District of Columbia and Maryland save taxpayers almost $400 million a 

year in per-pupil costs 

VOCATIONS 

Å 79 men studying for the priesthood   

Å Average age is 25; they range from 18 to 42  

Å Opened the Saint John Paul II Seminary in Washington in 2011 to accommodate the growing 

number of men studying for the priesthood in the archdiocese  

Å A new wing was added to the seminary in 2014, which included 20 additional student rooms, a 

library and enlarged classroom space  

Å 474 women religious and 581 men religious serving in the archdiocese  

SERVING THE COMMUNITY  
Å Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington, founded in 1922, serves more than 120,000 

people annually regardless of religion.   

o Serves 4.2 million meals a year to those in need in the Washington, DC and Maryland region  

o Doctors and lawyers provide more than $16 million in pro bono professional services to 

Catholic Charities clients  

o The Health Care Network provides nearly 2,000 low-income patients and uninsured patients 

with critical medical care from pro bono medical specialists, worth more than $6 million  

o Plays a key part in helping the D.C. government with the crisis of homeless families by 

helping 140 homeless families move into their own apartments  

Å Victory Housing, founded in 1979, provides affordable housing and related social services to more 

than 2,100 low- and moderate-income senior citizens and families in Washington, DC and Maryland 

at a cost of more than $31 million a year.   
  

Å St. Annôs Center for Children, Youth and Families has cared for at-risk young mothers and 

vulnerable children for 155 years. Services include the Teen-Mother Residential program, Faith 

House ï transitional housing for young single mothers and their children, an affordable day care and 

Hope House ï housing for homeless mothers and their children.  
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Cardinal Donald Wuerl is the Archbishop of 

Washington and was elevated to the College of Cardinals 

in 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI. He participated in the 

March 2013 conclave that elected Pope Francis.  
  

He serves on numerous national and international bodies 

and is chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Basilica of 

the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 

chancellor of The Catholic University of America, chairman 

of the board of the Pope John Paul II Cultural  

Foundation and also of The Papal Foundation. He serves on 

the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the 

Congregation for Bishops, the Congregation for Clergy, the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the 

Pontifical Council for Culture, and the Administration of 

the Patrimony of the Apostolic See. He is the former 

chairman of numerous committees of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, including the Committee 

on Doctrine, and is also a member of the USCCB 

Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis.  
  

Cardinal Wuerl is known for his teaching ministry and is 

involved in many education, health care and social service organizations. He is the author of numerous 

articles and over a dozen books, including the best-selling catechisms, The Teaching of Christ and The 

Catholic Way. His recent books include, New Evangelization: Passing on the Catholic Faith Today (2013), 

The Church (2013), The Light Is On For You (2014), The Feasts (2014), Open to the Holy Spirit: Living 

the Gospel with Wisdom and Power (2014) and The Marriage God Wants for You: Why the Sacrament 

Makes All the Difference (2015).  

 

Cardinal Wuerl hosted Pope Benedict XVI in Washington in April 2008 on the Holy Fatherôs historic 

journey to the United States. He was appointed by the Pope to help direct the October 2012 Synod of 

Bishops on The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith. Cardinal Wuerl was 

appointed by Pope Francis as a member of the 2014 Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops on The Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of Evangelization and the Council of the 

Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops that is preparing for the Synod on The Vocation and 

Mission of the family in the Church and in the Contemporary World to take place during October 2015.  
  

The Cardinal was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and received graduate degrees from The Catholic 

University of America, the Gregorian University in Rome and a doctorate in theology from the University 

of Saint Thomas in Rome. He was ordained a bishop by Pope John Paul II on January 6, 1986, in Saint 

Peterôs Basilica, Rome. He served as Auxiliary Bishop in Seattle until 1987 and then as Bishop of Pittsburgh 

for 18 years until his appointment to Washington. His titular church in Rome is Saint Peter in Chains.  

  

CARDINAL DONALD WUERL 

  
Å   Cardinal Donald Wuerl is the Archbishop of Washington  

Å   Elevated to the College of Cardinals in 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI  

Å   Participated in the March 2013 conclave that elected Pope Francis  

  



12 

 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT  

MATTHEW THE APOSTLE  

 

Celebrating 175 Years as a Landmark of Faith in the Nationôs Capital  

 

Å In a city of monuments, the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle located in  

downtown Washington, D.C., at 1725 Rhode Island Ave., N.W., is a landmark  

of faith in the nationôs capital. Its copper-plated dome, rising about 200 feet high,  

is a familiar part of the Washington skyline.  
  

Å The Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle is named for the patron saint of civil  

servants ï Saint Matthew the tax collector who became one of Jesusôs apostles ï and those who worship 

there include workers from all three branches of the federal government, and city officials and 

employees. Every day, Catholics from all walks of life, from across the United States and from around 

the world, come to pray there.  
  

Å The parish was established in Washington, D.C., in 1840, and the present church structure was designed 

by the noted architect Christopher Grant La Farge, with its cornerstone blessed in 1893 and the first 

Mass celebrated there in 1895. Saint Matthew was named the cathedral church for the newly formed 

Archdiocese of Washington in 1939.  
  

Å As the cathedral church, it is the mother church for Catholics in the Archdiocese of Washington and the 

seat of the archbishop, Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who celebrates major Masses there. With its liturgies, 

educational programs and outreach to the poor, the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle plays a 

major role in Catholic life in the nationôs capital. This year, the cathedral is celebrating its 175th 

anniversary with a variety of programs.  
  

Å Over the years, the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle has been a witness to history. In 1945, after 

Germany and later Japan surrendered to mark the end of World War II, grateful crowds gathered at the 

cathedral to offer prayers of thanksgiving. On Nov. 25, 1963, the Funeral Mass for President John F. 

Kennedy, the nationôs first Catholic president, was held at the Cathedral of Saint Matthew, three days 

after the president was assassinated. Heads of state filled the cathedral to mourn the slain president. 

Crowds of people gathered in sorrow to pray at the cathedral after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 

the United States.  
  

Å During his first pastoral visit to the United States, Pope John Paul II celebrated Mass on Oct. 6, 1979 at 

the Cathedral of Saint Matthew. Today, a bronze bust of Saint John Paul II by sculptor Gordon S. Kray 

commemorates the popeôs visit to the cathedral.  
  

Å Each year, the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle hosts the Red Mass on the Sunday before the 

first Monday in October when the Supreme Court of the United States begins its regular term. At the 

Red Mass, prayers are invoked to seek the Holy Spiritôs guidance and blessings on those who work in 

administering the law. The Mass, sponsored by the John Carroll Society, a group of Catholic 

professionals in the Archdiocese of Washington, is typically attended by justices of the Supreme Court, 

along with members of the presidentôs cabinet, members of Congress, the diplomatic corps, local 

leaders, and sometimes the president or vice president.  
  

St. Matthews is located at 1725 Rhode Island Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.  

For more information on the Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle, go to 

stmatthewscathedral.org  
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Å Saint Patrickôs, which was established to serve the Irish immigrants who came to the city to work on the 

federal building projects, was named after the ñApostle of Ireland,ò St. Patrick. He is the primary patron 

saint of Ireland and is credited with the conversion of the Irish people. He died on March 17, 461, which 

is also his feast day.  
  

Å The parish was established by Bishop John Carroll in 1794. The initial meeting place of the congregation 

was a house at the corner of 10th & E Streets, NW. They worshipped in three other locations until the 

fourth location was blessed on November 3, 1872 and twelve years later, on November 2, 1884, the first 

Mass was celebrated in the new church. The official dedication took place on December 28, 1884.  
  

Å The new church quickly became the venue for national and international events, most notably the First 

National Eucharistic Congress in 1895. At the same time the parish was fast becoming the "downtown" 

church of a thriving commercial area.  
  

Å The first American to be ordained a priest in the United States, Fr. William Matthews, was named pastor 

in 1804 and occupied the post for 50 years, during which time he was also President of Georgetown 

University, Administrator of the Philadelphia Diocese, co-founder of the D.C. Public Library, long-time 

member of the D.C. Public School Board, as well as founder or promoter of innumerable institutions, 

including Gonzaga College, Visitation Convent, and St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum.   
  

Å Father Jacob Walter, its fourth pastor, was especially outspoken in the defense of Mary Surratt, a parish 

member who was convicted of complicity in Lincoln's assassination. The pastor stood beside her on the 

gallows at her execution.  
  

Å The Victorian Gothic style church underwent renovations in anticipation of its 1994 bicentennial, yet it 

still retains most of its historical character; the baptistry, holy water fonts, stained glass windows 

depicting Marian themes and scenes from the life of St. Patrick. Statuary, icons and other works of art 

executed and dedicated at various times throughout the churchôs history still grace the worship space.  
  

Å Each year, St. Patrickôs celebrates a St. Patrickôs Day Mass, as traditional Irish music and dance fill the 

streets of downtown Washington in honor of St. Patrick. The parish also hosts the Blue Mass each year in 

May to pray for those in law enforcement and fire safety and remember fallen officers.  
  

Å As a spiritual and cultural oasis in the heart of a booming neighborhood of office workers and residents, 

St. Patrick's continues its grand tradition of liturgy and music, now in its third century of service to the 

Church and to the Federal City.  

  
St. Patrickôs is located at 619 Tenth Street, NW, Washington, D.C.  

For more information on Saint Patrickôs, go to saintpatrickdc.org    

SAINT PATRICK CHURCH       

The Oldest Catholic Parish in the Federal City  

  
  

Å Saint Patrick Catholic Church, located at 619 Tenth Street, NW, in Washington, DC 

was the first church of any denomination to be erected in the ñFederal City.ò    
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Å The seminary strives to instill the pastoral charity and priestly witness modeled by its patron, Saint John 

Paul II. Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl, who founded the seminary and who in 1986 was ordained 

as a bishop by Pope John Paul II, has said that in a special way, the future priests there would represent a 

living legacy to Saint John Paul II, who through his life and ministry carried the faith to the ends of the 

earth, and who ñcalled us to open wide the doors of our hearts to Christ.ò  
  

Å Located next to the campus of The Catholic University of America, the seminary prepares college-age 

men and young adults for entrance into major seminary and eventual ordination to the Catholic 

priesthood. The seminarians residing there attend classes at Catholic University.  
  

Å In 2014, about 10 weeks before that Aprilôs canonization of Saint John Paul II, Cardinal Wuerl blessed 

the seminaryôs new wing, DôAniello Hall, which includes 20 additional student rooms, an expansive 

library and reading room, an enlarged classroom space, a new common room and an exercise room.  
  

Å On the weekend of Saint John Paul IIôs canonization that spring, the signs above the seminaryôs front 

entrance and at the entrance to its driveway changed to reflect its new name ï Saint John Paul II 

Seminary. ñHeôs our patron and our model, and weôre excited to change the name in front,ò said Msgr. 

Robert Panke, the seminaryôs rector.   
  

Å The chapel at Saint John Paul II Seminary has two relics of the new saint on display ï an amice, a 

liturgical vestment worn by the pope; and the blood of John Paul II stained on the cassock he was 

wearing when he was shot and critically wounded during an assassination attempt in Saint Peterôs Square 

in 1981. The priests there also use a chalice once used by their patron saint at Mass.  
  

Å The chapel also includes the altar used by Pope Benedict XVI at his 2008 Papal Mass at Nationals Park 

in Washington, D.C. In the table of the altar is an altar stone used by Archbishop John Carroll, the first 

Bishop (later Archbishop) of Baltimore, and the first Bishop in the United States. The stone contains the 

relics of two early martyrs whose identities are not known.  
  

Å Today, the expanded Saint John Paul II Seminary is filled to capacity and is home to 47 seminarians ï 29 

from the Archdiocese of Washington, and 18 from other dioceses.  
  

For more information on the Saint John Paul II Seminary or on priest vocations in the Archdiocese of 

Washington, go to www.dcpriest.org 

SAINT JOHN PAUL II  

SEMINARY  
  
Forming a New Generation of Priests in Our  

Nationôs Capital 

  

  

Å 

  

In 2011, the Archdiocese of Washington opened its new Blessed  

John Paul II Seminary at 145 Taylor Street, N.E., in Washington,  

D.C., with an inaugural class of 20 seminarians studying to be the  

next generations of priests who will serve the people in this area.  
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON  

  
Catholic Charities is one of the largest private social services providers in the Washington area, serving 

120,000 people annually.  

 

Å Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington, formed in 1922 during the Great Depression and 

incorporated seven years later, continues bringing help and hope to people in the digital age.  
  

Å Catholic Charities operates more than 65 programs at 47 locations in Washington, D.C., and in the five 

surrounding Maryland counties.  
  

Å This past year, 8,700 people volunteered to support the work of Catholic Charities and its more than 800 

employees  
  

Å Serves 4.2 million meals a year to those in need in the Washington, DC and Maryland region  
  

Å Doctors and lawyers provide more than $16 million in pro bono services to Catholic Charitiesô clients  
  

Å The Health Care Network provides nearly 2,000 low-income patients and uninsured patients with critical 

medical care, worth more than $6 million, from pro bono medical specialists  
  

Å The 700 volunteer lawyers and 60 participating law firms in Catholic Charitiesô Legal Network annually 

provide about $2 million in pro bono legal services for the poor  
  

Å Last year, Catholic Charitiesô programs provided dental, medical and mental health care to 16,000 adults 

and children in our community  
  

Å Catholic Charities played a key role in assisting the D.C. government with the crisis of homeless families 

by helping 140 homeless families move into their own apartments  
  

Å Catholic Charities provides 1,800 beds each night to people who have nowhere else to go, and also offers 

programs to help the homeless find employment and housing  
  

Å Catholic Charitiesô programs serve adults and children from around the world, including newly arrived 

immigrants and longtime residents from all different backgrounds and religions   
  

Å Catholic Charities annually helps more than 700 adults and children with developmental disabilities  
  

Å More than 24,000 people were assisted in Catholic Charities family centers and through Parish Partners  
  

Å This past year, over 4,100 volunteers packaged and distributed more than 107,000 breakfasts for the 

homeless through Catholic Charitiesô ñCup of Joeò program, and students from 40 Catholic schools, 

along with local parishes and church groups, collected over 5,700 coats for Catholic Charitiesô ñJosephôs 

Coats of Many Colorsò drive  
  

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington is located at 924 G. St, NW, 

Washington, D.C.  Learn more about their work at catholiccharitiesdc.org  
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Å On May 24, 1888, the cornerstone for Caldwell Hall was laid with President Grover Cleveland as well as 

members of Congress and the U.S. Cabinet in attendance. On March 7, 1889, Pope Leo XIII formally 

established Catholic University with his apostolic letter Magni Nobis Gaudii.  
  

Å Bishop John J. Keane of Richmond, Va., was appointed rector of the fledgling institution, and when the 

University first opened for classes in November 1889, the curriculum consisted of lectures in mental and 

moral philosophy, English literature, the sacred scriptures, and the various branches of theology.  
  

Å Under the bylaws of the University's Board of Trustees, the archbishop of Washington (currently 

Cardinal Donald Wuerl) is ex officio the chancellor of the University. He serves as a liaison between the 

University and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, as well as between the University and 

the Holy See.  
  

Å The private and coeducational campus has approximately 3,600 undergraduate and 3,100 graduate 

students from all 50 states and 86 countries enrolled in 12 schools of architecture and planning, arts and 

sciences, business and economics, canon law, engineering, law, music, nursing, philosophy, professional 

studies, social service, and theology and religious studies.  
  

Å It is the only American university with ecclesiastical faculties granting canonical degrees in canon law, 

philosophy, and theology.  
  

Å Eighty percent of undergraduates and 57% of graduate students are Catholic. The campus is adjacent to 

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  
  

Å The University motto is Deus Lux Mea Est ð God is My Light.  
  

Å Catholic University is one of only three universities in the United States to have hosted the Pope on its 

campus and it is the only one to have done so twice ð Pope John Paul II in 1979 and Pope Benedict XVI 

in 2008. In both cases, the pontiff used the occasion of his visit to address educational leaders gathered 

from around the United States.  
  

Å Since its founding, the University has been led by 15 presidents (earlier known as rectors). The current 

president, John Garvey, has been at the helm of the university since July 1, 2010.  
  

The Catholic University of America is located at 620 Michigan Avenue, N.E., 

Washington, D.C. For more information on CUA, go to www.cua.edu.  

The national University of the Catholic Church and the 

only higher education institution founded by the U.S. 

bishops  



17 

 

 
The largest Roman Catholic church in the United States and one of the 10 largest churches in the world  

 
 

Å The basilica is the nationôs preeminent Marian shrine, dedicated to the patroness of the United States, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, under her title of the Immaculate Conception.  
  

Å In 1913, Pope Pius X approved plans for the building of a national shrine in the United States, and its 

cornerstone was laid in 1920. The first Mass there was celebrated in 1924. The shrineôs Crypt Church was 

completed two years later, and its Great Upper Church superstructure, delayed by the Depression and World 

War II, was dedicated in 1959.  
  

Å Over 70 chapels and oratories ï including to Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Mother of Africa, and Our Lady of 

Vietnam ï have been added to the National Shrine, dedicated by various ethnic groups and religious 

communities, showing the devotion that American Catholics from different cultures, traditions and ethnic 

backgrounds have to Mary.  
  

Å On Oct. 7, 1979, Pope John Paul II became the first-ever reigning pope to visit the National Shrine, and 

eleven years later, he elevated it to the status of a minor basilica.  
  

Å On April 16, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI visited the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception on the first full day of his apostolic journey to the United States. He presided over solemn vespers 

and addressed the bishops of the United States in the Crypt Church.  
  

Å Open 365 days a year, the Basilica of the National Shrine receives an estimated one million visitors annually.  
  

Å The basilicaôs exterior includes its Great Dome, which towers over the skyline of northeast Washington, 

D.C., along with its 329-feet-tall Knights Tower, a gift of the Knights of Columbus.  
  

Å Junipero Serra, who will be canonized at the Basilica by Pope Francis on September 23, 2015, has long been 

represented in the National Shrine.  The soon-to-be saint is represented in stained glass in the Great Upper 

Church Sacristy, where Pope Francis will vest before the Canonization Mass.  Junipero Serra is also 

represented in mosaic on the East Portico of the Basilica, where Pope Francis will canonize the 18th-century 

Franciscan missionary. 
  

The Basilica is located at 400 Michigan Ave, NE, Washington, D.C.   

 For more information on the Basilica of the National Shrine, go to www.nationalshrine.com.  

 
 

BASILICA OF THE 

NATIONAL SHRINE OF 

THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION
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A Brief Biography of Pope Francis 

 

Born in Buenos Aires on 17 December 1936, to Italian immigrants. His father 

Mario was an accountant employed by the railways and his mother Regina 

Sivori was a committed wife dedicated to raising their five children. He 

graduated as a chemical technician and then chose the path of the priesthood, 

entering the Diocesan Seminary of Villa Devoto. On 11 March 1958 he entered 

the novitiate of the Society of Jesus.  

Ordained as a priest in December 1969, Bergoglio began serving as Jesuit 

provincial of Argentina in 1973. He later returned to his alma mater, the 

Philosophical and Theological Faculty of San Miguel, where he served as rector 

(1980-86) as well as a professor of theology.  

In June 1992, Bergoglio was named titular bishop of Auca and auxiliary of 

Buenos Aires, and in February 1998, he became archbishop of Buenos Aires, 

succeeding Antonio Quarracino. Three years later, in February 2001, he was 

elevated to cardinal by Pope John Paul II, named the cardinal-priest of Saint 

Robert Bellarmine. In 2005, he was named president of the Bishops' Conference 

of Argentina, serving in that position until 2011.  

On March 13, 2013, at the age of 76, Jorge Bergoglio was named the 266th 

pope of the Roman Catholic Churchðbecoming the first citizen from the 

Americas, the first non-European and first Jesuit priest to be named pope, and 

adopting the name Pope Francis (he reportedly took the title after St. Francis of 

Assisi of Italy, a Catholic preacher during the 12th and 13th centuries). Prior to 

the 2013 papal election, Pope Francis had served as both archbishop and cardinal 

for more than 12 years.  

Addressing a crowd of tens of thousands in St. Peter's Square, in the Vatican 

City in Rome, Italy, after his election, Pope Francis stated, "As you know, the 

duty of the conclave was to appoint a bishop of Rome. It seems to me that my 

brother cardinals have chosen one who is from faraway. ...Here I am. I would 

like to thank you for your embrace."  

Pope Francis made his first international visit in July 2013, traveling to 

Brazil. In December 2013, he was named Person of the Year by TIME 

magazine.  

  

Important Writings  

Å Encyclical: Lumen Fidei (The Light of Faith), 2013  

Å Apostolic Exhortation: Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), 

2013  

  

POPE FRANCIS 

  ¶ Pope Francis is the 266th Pope 

¶ Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Dec. 17, 1936 (age 78)  

¶ The first Pope from the Americas and the Jesuit order  

¶ Ordained into the priesthood on Dec. 13, 1969 

¶ Elected to the papacy on March 13, 2013 (at age 76)  

¶ Chose the name Francis in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, reflecting his concern for the poor 
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POPE BENEDICT  

XVIôS 2008 VISIT  

TO WASHINGTON  
ñThose who have hope must live different lives!  

(cf. Spe Salvi, 2). By your prayers, by the witness of  

your faith, by the fruitfulness of your charity, may you  

point the way toward that vast horizon of hope which  

God is even now opening up to his Church and indeed  

to all humanity: the vision of a world reconciled and  

renewed in Christ Jesus, our Savior. To him be all honor  

and glory, now and forever. Amen.ò  
  

Excerpt from the concluding words of Pope Benedict XVIôs homily at Nationals Park  

 
  

Å In April 2008, Pope Benedict XVI made his first pastoral visit to the United States, first visiting 

Washington, D.C., from April 15-17, then traveling to New York, where he concluded his apostolic 

journey on April 20. The theme of the papal visit was ñChrist Our Hope.ò  
  

Å The highlight of Pope Benedict XVIôs visit to Washington, D.C., came when he celebrated a Papal Mass 

on April 17 for nearly 50,000 people at the newly opened Nationals Park.  
  

Å Welcoming Pope Benedict XVI at the Papal Mass, Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl said the crowd 

at the park represented the face of the Catholic Church in the United States: ñThe Church that welcomes 

Your Holiness embraces people from every continent and numerous ethnic and cultural backgrounds. 

All of us at this Mass reflect the breadth of this faith family that includes women and men, young and 

old.ò  
  

Å After his ñShepherd Oneò plane touched down at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland, Pope Benedict 

XVI was greeted by dignitaries including President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush, along 

with Cardinal Wuerl and other Catholic leaders. The next day, President Bush and the first lady 

welcomed Pope Benedict to the White House. The pontiff said he had come to America ñas a friend, 

(and) a preacher of the Gospel.ò  
  

Å Also during his Washington visit, Pope Benedict prayed evening vespers with U.S. bishops at the 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception; addressed national Catholic educational 

leaders at The Catholic University of America; and participated in an ecumenical prayer service at the 

Pope John Paul II Cultural Center (now the Saint John Paul II National Shrine). Joyful crowds greeted 

the popemobile as it traveled Washingtonôs streets.  
  

Å Pope Benedict XVI stayed at the Apostolic Nunciature during his visit to Washington, and he was 

hosted by Archbishop Pietro Sambi, then the apostolic nuncio to the United States. On the morning of 

April 16, Pope Benedict XVIôs 81st birthday, the pontiff stepped out of the nunciatureôs front door and 

was greeted by students from nearby Annunciation School in Washington, who sang ñHappy Birthdayò 

to him in his native German and in English.  
  

Å After celebrating Mass at Nationals Park, Pope Benedict XVI met privately with a small group of 

survivors of priest sexual abuse, and he listened to their stories and prayed with them in the nunciatureôs 

chapel.  
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Å To commemorate the papal visit, Catholics at parishes and schools in the Archdiocese of Washington 

collected 112 tons of food in Catholic Charitiesô Hunger to Hope drive honoring the pope.  
  

Å During his visit to New York, Pope Benedict XVI prayed at Ground Zero, addressed the United Nations, 

celebrated Mass at St. Patrickôs Cathedral and Yankee Stadium; participated in a rally for seminarians 

and young people at St. Josephôs Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y.; visited a New York synagogue; and 

participated in an ecumenical prayer service at the Church of St. Joseph in New York.  
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Human life is not just an idea or an abstraction; human life is the concrete reality of a being that lives, that acts, 

that grows and develops; human life is the concrete reality of a being that is capable of love, and of service to 

humanity.ò  
 

Excerpt from Saint John Paul IIôs homily during his Oct. 7, 1979 Mass on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  
 

  

Å In October 1979, one year after his election to the papacy, Saint John Paul II made his first pastoral visit 

to the United States, which he concluded with a two-day visit to Washington, D.C. The first-ever papal 

visit to the nationôs capital came after the pontiff earlier visited Boston; New York; Philadelphia; Des 

Moines, Iowa; and Chicago.   
  

Å In his week-long trip to the United States, the pope delivered more than 70 speeches, addressing farmers 

in Iowa, youth in Boston, seminarians in Philadelphia and diplomats at the United Nations. He prayed in 

small chapels and greeted 80,000 cheering people at Yankee Stadium.  
  

Å The highlight of Saint John Paul IIôs visit to Washington came when he celebrated Mass on the National 

Mall for 175,000 people on Oct. 7.  
  

Å In Washington, Saint John Paul II received a key to the city and became the first pope to visit the White 

House, where he was welcomed by President Jimmy Carter.  
  

Å Also during his visit to Washington, Saint John Paul II celebrated a Mass for clergy at the Cathedral of  

Saint Matthew the Apostle; met with women religious at the National Shrine of the Immaculate 

Conception; addressed Catholic educators at The Catholic University of America; prayed with 

ecumenical leaders at Trinity Collegeôs Notre Dame Chapel; and visited the Vatican embassy (the 

Apostolic Nunciature) and the Organization of American States. Crowds of thousands squeezed along 

the sidewalks of nearly every stop the pope made.  
  

Å The official announcement for the papal visit did not come until late July, so local Catholic officials 

only had two months to plan for the complex event, which they pulled off with the help of an army of 

volunteers.  
  

Å An exhibit on the popeôs life at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in Washington highlights his visit 

to Washington, with video highlights of his homily at the National Mall Mass.   

  
The Saint John Paul II National Shrine is located at 3900 Harewood Road, N.E.  

For more information, go to jp2shrine.org. 

  

  

SAINT JOHN PAUL 

IIôS 1979 VISIT TO 

WASHINGTON 

  

  

ñI do not hesitate to proclaim before you and before 

the world that all human life ï from the moment of 

conception and through all subsequent stages ï is 

sacred, because human life is created in the image 

and likeness of God. Nothing surpasses the 

greatness or dignity of a human person.  
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ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK 
 

Papal Visits 

Papal Events & Venues 

The Pope has visited the United States of America nine times. Pope Francisô visit will be 

the tenth visit of a pontiff to the USA.  

In the Archdiocese of New York, Pope Francis will visit: 

¶ St. Patrickôs Cathedral (5th Pontifical visit to this site) 

¶ The United Nations (5th Pontifical visit to this site) 

¶ Ground Zero (2nd Pontifical visit to this site) 

¶ Our Lady Queen of Angels Elementary School in Harlem (1st Pontifical visit to this 

site) 

¶ Madison Square Garden (2nd Pontifical visit to this site) 

History of the Papal Visit Sites 

St. Patrickôs Cathedral  

When speaking about St. Patrickôs Cathedral, Pope Benedict XVI once said, ñPerhaps 

more than any other church in the United States, this place is known and loved as óa 

house of prayer for all peoples.ôò  

The cathedral has been described as ñAmericaôs Parish Church.ò Every year, 

more than five million people enter through its bronze doors and more than one million 

prayer candles are lit. Regardless of religion, everyone who visits the cathedral is 

encouraged to open their heart to God.  

Built through the sacrifices of many generations as a symbol of religious freedom 

in the New World, St. Patrickôs is the Mother Church of the Archdiocese of New York 

and the seat of the Archbishop. Construction of the cathedral began in 1858, it was 

opened in 1879 and fully completed in 1888. The cathedral underwent a massive 

restoration from 2012-2015.   
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Madison Square Garden  

Madison Square Garden, commonly known as MSG or the Garden, is a multi-purpose 

arena located in Midtown Manhattan. It was built on top of Pennsylvania Station on 8th 

avenue from 31st to 33rd street. The Garden is used for a variety of purposes, including 

sporting events, shows, circuses, concerts and other entertainment. It is the fourth busiest 

music arena in the world in terms of ticket sales. The Garden can seat approximately 

20,000 people.  

His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, visited the Garden on October 3, 1979.     

National September 11 Memorial & Museum 

The September 11 Memorial & Museum is located at the site of the September 11, 2001 

terrorist attacks. It is a place of remembrance for the nearly 3,000 people who died that 

day at the World Trade Center site, near Shanksville, Pa., and at the Pentagon. It is also a 

tribute to the six people killed in the February 1993 World Trade Center bombing.  

The Memorial features twin reflecting pools in the footprints of where the Twin 

Towers once stood. The names of every victim from the 1993 and 2001 attacks are etched 

into panels that surround the pools and provide a powerful reminder of the largest loss of 

life resulting from a foreign attack on American soil and the greatest single loss of rescue 

personnel in American history.  

Pope Benedict XVI visited the site on April 20, 2008. 

Our Lady Queen of Angels Elementary School  

True to its tradition of serving the East Harlem Community for over 120 years, Our Lady 

Queen of Angels School provides students with a high quality, well-rounded education 

rooted in gospel values and attentive to individual differences. OLQA strives to empower 

students to strengthen their faith, develop their talents and abilities, and embrace a life-

long passion for learning. In doing so, OLQA prepares them to become successful, 

contributing members of their local and global communities.  

Catholic Charities at Our Lady Queen of Angels School 

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York will showcase their services at OLQA 

for the Papal Visit. 

At Our Lady Queen of Angels, Pope Francis will meet and bless a group of immigrants 

and refugees served by Catholic Charities.  New York City and Catholic Charities have 

long been beacons for those arriving in the United States and seeking refuge and a new 

life.  Catholic Charities is honored that Pope Francis will encourage the newcomers to 

America whom Catholic Charities assists, with help and hope for living their lives in 

greater dignity. 

Among those newcomers throughout the New York metropolitan area that 

Catholic Charities works with  who will meet with and be blessed by the Pope are day 

laborers from Westchester, immigrant mothersô peer support groups from Yonkers and 

East Harlem, ñdreamersò seeking the American dream, unaccompanied youth  fleeing 

persecution in Central America and refugees from the Middle East  and Africa.   
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Facts & Figures  

April 8, 1808 Pope Pius VII subdivided the premier see of Baltimore and formed the 

Dioceses of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Bardstown (later Louisville, Kentucky) 

 

July 19, 1850 Holy Father Pope Pius IX established the Archdiocese of New York and 

appointed Bishop John Hughes as the first Archbishop of New York. 

 

The Archdiocese of New York is comprised of the Boroughs of Manhattan, Bronx and 

Staten Island of the City of New York and the Counties of Dutchess, Putnam, Rockland, 

Orange, Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester in the State of New York  

 

Parishes 
Total number of parishes: 294 

Registered Catholics: 2,613,420 

Total Population of the Archdiocese of New York: 5,807,600 

 

Sacramental Information 
Infant Baptisms: 21,516 

Converts: 1,115 

Marriages: 4,150 

Deaths: 12,568 

 

Catholic Education 
Catholic Elementary Schools: 144 

Elementary School Enrollment: 41,748 

 

Catholic High Schools: 48 

Catholic High School Enrollment: 21,171 

 

Catholic Colleges and Universities: 9 

Catholic and University Enrollment: 33,840 

 

Religious Education 
Children in Religious Education: 99,793 

 

Diocesan Priests, Deacons, Women and Men Religious, and Lay Personnel in the 

Archdiocese:  
Cardinals: 1 

Bishops: 7 

Diocesan Priests: 584 

Religious Priests: 679 

Permanent Deacons: 383 

Brothers: 354 

Sisters: 2,695 
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History of the Archdiocese of New York 

Created as a diocese April 8, 1808 by Pope Pius VII, the Archdiocese of New York was 

created July 19, 1850 by Pope Pius IX. 

The Diocese of New York was founded when Bishop John Carroll was made Archbishop 

of Baltimore, and his diocese was divided into four suffragan sees.  The first bishop was 

Richard Luke Concanen, an Irish Dominican who had lived in Rome.  Bishop Concanen 

never reached New York, but died suddenly in Naples on his way to his new diocese. He 

had already asked Archbishop Carroll to appoint a Vicar General, and the appointee was 

Fr. Anthony Kohlmann, an Alsatian-born Jesuit. Fr. Kohlmann, S.J., soon established the 

New York Literary Institute, New Yorkôs first Catholic educational institution, and 

erected St. Patrickôs Old Cathedral. 

The first resident bishop of New York was a Dominican, Fr. John Connolly, O.P., who 

arrived on November 24, 1815. It was during his tenure that the Erie Canal was 

constructed, which made New York a prime East Coast port, and which created 

communities of largely Irish immigrant workers.  New parishes were established in Utica, 

Syracuse, Auburn, Rochester, and Carthage, but the demand for priests was greater than 

the supply. Many of the immigrant workers remained in New York City.  They lived in 

appalling poverty in Lower Manhattan, and alcoholism was rampant. 

In addition to the Irish, there was a substantial German population on the Lower East 

Side, and also French-speaking immigrants from France and Haiti.  The best-known 

member of this latter community was a black slave from Saint Domingue, Pierre 

Toussaint.  Toussaint was emancipated in 1807 and became a prosperous hairdresser 

noted for his generosity to the poor, especially to the children in the Catholic orphan 

asylum.  The institution was operated by the Sisters of Charity from Emmitsburg, 

Maryland.  Their founder was Elizabeth Ann Seton, a widow and a convert from the 

Episcopal Church.  Mother Elizabeth Seton was canonized in 1975. 

Bishop Connolly died on February 6, 1825. The diocese was left without a bishop for 

twenty-one months, and was administrated by Fr. John Power, the Vicar General. Fr. 

Power established the first Catholic newspaper, the Truth Teller, and established a third 

New York parish and a new orphan asylum. 

Contrary to expectations, Fr. Power was not the next bishop, but rather Fr. John Dubois, a 

Sulpician Order priest from France and founder of Mt. St. Maryôs College in Maryland. 

Despite repeated difficulties with the Irish clergy and laity who could not understand why 

Fr. Power had not been appointed bishop, Bishop Dubois established several new 

parishes. He attempted unsuccessfully to establish a seminary.  This period marked a rise 

in anti-Catholic sentiment. 

In 1837, Fr. John Hughes was appointed coadjutor bishop of New York. Dubois died in 

December 1842; and Bishop Hughes immediately succeeded him as fourth Bishop of 

New York.  For the protection of the immigrants, he encouraged the formation of the 

Irish Emigrant Society, the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank and an immigrant 
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commission of the state legislature. In 1847, the diocese was split by the erection of the 

Sees of Albany and Buffalo. The Diocese of New York was raised to an archdiocese in 

1850, and Bishop John Hughes became the first Archbishop of New York.  In 1853, the 

dioceses of Brooklyn and Newark were created.  Under Archbishop Hughes, a great 

number of churches and chapels were erected, St. Josephôs Seminary was established 

(1840) and St. Johnôs College (1841), both at Fordham. 38 free schools were established 

during his tenure.  St. Vincentôs Hospital was established and the cornerstone laid for St. 

Patrickôs Cathedral. Archbishop Hughes died January 3, 1864. 

Archbishop Hughes was replaced by Bishop John McCloskey, who had been consecrated 

coadjutor of New York in 1844, was transferred to Albany as its first bishop in 1847, and 

installed as fifth bishop and second Archbishop of New York in 1864.  He became 

Americaôs first cardinal in 1875.  During his tenure, the number of churches, clergy and 

schools doubled. 

Cardinal McCloskey died on October 10, 1885 and was succeeded by his coadjutor, 

Bishop Michael A. Corrigan, who established the fifth diocesan synod, which organized 

the diocesan administration.  During his tenure, the Catholic population doubled, St. 

Josephôs Seminary in Dunwoodie was built and the cathedral spires and the Lady Chapel 

of the Cathedral were completed. Archbishop Corrigan died in 1902. 

Auxiliary Bishop John M. Farley was installed as fourth archbishop on October 8th, 

1902.  He established more than 100 churches, over a third for Italian-Americans. 

Archbishop Farley was created a cardinal in 1911. During his tenure, the almost 2,000 

Catholic school teachers were united in an association called The Workers for God and 

Country, the Catholic Encyclopedia was compiled largely under his patronage, and a 

local Society for the Propagation of the Faith was established. 

On March 10, 1919, Auxiliary Bishop Patrick J. Hayes was appointed fifth Archbishop of 

New York.  He was made a cardinal five years later. He founded Catholic Charities of the 

Archdiocese of New York to incorporate all of the Catholic welfare agencies of the 

Archdiocese.  He introduced the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) to the archdiocese. 

Bishop Francis J. Spellman, Auxiliary Bishop of Boston, succeeded Cardinal Hayes in 

1939.  He thoroughly reorganized the chancery and marriage tribunal, convoked a 

diocesan synod and established a central purchasing agency, insurance service and 

building commission for the diocese.  He established 30 new parish units especially in the 

suburbs, and created the Office of Coordinator of Spanish Catholic Action to 

accommodate the needs of a burgeoning Puerto Rican community. 

The world reputation and influence Cardinal Spellman gained in this position eventually 

resulted in a large number of worldwide relief agencies such as NCWC Catholic Relief 

Services, the Catholic Committee for Refugees, the Catholic Near East Welfare 

Association (CNEWA) and the Society for the Propagation of the Faith.  In addition, he 

reorganized and revitalized Catholic Charities and sponsored the New Catholic 

Encyclopedia.  Cardinal Spellman welcomed Pope Paul VI, the first pope to visit the 
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United States, to the Archdiocese of New York on October 4, 1965. He died on 

December 2, 1967.  

Cardinal Spellman was succeeded as seventh Archbishop of New York by his auxiliary, 

Bishop Terence J. Cooke, who was appointed archbishop on March 8, 1968, and installed 

on April 4th.  He was elevated to the College of Cardinals on April 30, 1969. 

In 1970, Cardinal Cooke established the Catholic Charities and Education Appeal, now 

known as the Cardinalôs Appeal.  1979 marked the 100 th Anniversary celebration of St. 

Patrickôs Cathedral, and 1983 marked the 175 th Anniversary of the Archdiocese of New 

York.  In September, 1981, the first issue of the Archdiocesan newspaper, Catholic New 

York was published.  Cardinal Cooke hosted a Papal Visit of Pope John Paul II in 

October, 1979. 

During the administration of Cardinal Cooke, St. Patrickôs Cathedral was restored.  New 

shrines in honor of St. Elizabeth Seton and St. John Neumann were built; the Sacred 

Heart Altar and the baptistery were moved to a prominent position in the transept. Statues 

of Saints Peter and Paul and St. Stanislaus Kostka were added, as well as a statue of St. 

Jude; and images of Popes Paul VI and John Paul II were erected. 

Cardinal Cooke died on October 6, 1983, following a long bout with cancer.  His 

inspiring life and death lead to the introduction of his cause for canonization one year 

after his death. 

Cardinal Cooke was succeeded by Bishop John J. OôConnor, Bishop of Scranton.  He 

was appointed Archbishop of New York on January 31, 1984 and was installed on March 

19.  He was named to the College of Cardinals on April 24, 1985, and was created 

Cardinal on May 25. 

During his tenure as Archbishop of New York, Cardinal OôConnor provided strong and 

public leadership for the Catholic Church. He wrote several books, including In Defense 

of Life and His Eminence and Hizzoner (the latter with Mayor Edward I. Koch). Cardinal 

OôConnor ministered especially to the handicapped, particularly handicapped children, as 

well as to the physical and spiritual needs of AIDS patients, and was a frequent visitor to 

their bedsides. 

Cardinal OôConnor was diagnosed with a brain tumor in 1999. He continued to serve as 

Archbishop of New York until his death on May 3, 2000. 

Cardinal OôConnor was succeeded by Bishop Edward Michael Egan, Bishop of 

Bridgeport, on May 11, 2000. He was installed in the position on June 19, 2000. He was 

elevated to the College of Cardinals on February 21, 2001. 

Soon after his appointment, Cardinal Egan made it a priority to encourage vocations to 

the priesthood and to restructure the faculty at St. Josephôs Seminary in Yonkers. He also 

established the John Cardinal OôConnor Residence for retired priests in the Riverdale 

section of the Bronx. 
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At the request of Mayor Giuliani, Cardinal Egan was a constant presence in the wake of 

the September 11th attacks. He began his service at St. Vincentôs Hospital where he met 

with the injured and their families. Cardinal Egan continued to offer daily Mass at St. 

Patrickôs Cathedral, and visited Ground Zero several times during the initial aftermath. 

The Archdiocese of New York continued to serve the community in any way possible 

during this tragic time period. Cardinal Egan welcomed Pope Benedict XVI to the 

Archdiocese in April of 2008. 

Cardinal Egan officially resigned from his position on February 23, 2009. He was the 

first Archbishop of New York to retire. During his retirement, Cardinal Egan lived in 

New York where he continued to assist the Archdiocese and serve on several offices of 

the Vatican. He died on March 5, 2015. 

Cardinal Egan was succeeded by Archbishop Timothy Michael Dolan, then serving as 

Archbishop of Milwaukee, who was formally installed on April 15, 2009. 

During his tenure Cardinal Dolan has served as Chairman of Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS), the President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and 

has spent much of his time as Archbishop of New York providing necessary aid to those 

in need and those affected by disaster. Known for his friendly demeanor, Cardinal Dolan 

seeks to minister to his flock in an approachable manner. 

In 2012, His Eminence oversaw the start of a comprehensive top to bottom restoration 

effort for St. Patrickôs Cathedral which will be mostly completed (with the exception of 

the geothermal mechanical plant) in July 2015, ahead of its scheduled December 2015 

date. 

After New York felt the devastation of Hurricane Sandy in 2013, Catholic Charities 

immediately began to provide food, shelter, and medical aid to some of the worst affected 

areas. The organization also manages the New York State Disaster Case Management 

Program, providing disaster information to nearly 22,000 households. The Archdiocese 

of New York continues to lead the recovery effort, providing assistance to families and 

communities still healing from the storm. 

In 2015, the Archdiocese of New York is proud to welcome His Holiness, Pope Francis, 

during his trip to the United States. 
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His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan 

Tenth Archbishop of New York  

 

Timothy Dolan was named Archbishop of New 

York by Pope Benedict XVI on February 23, 

2009. 

 

He had served as Archbishop of Milwaukee, 

appointed there by Pope St. John Paul II on 

June 25, 2002.  

 

Born February 6, 1950, Cardinal Dolan was 

the first of five children born to Shirley and 

Robert Dolan. His education began at Holy 

Infant Parish School in Ballwin, Missouri, and 

continued through the high school and college 

seminaries in Saint Louis. He then completed 

his priestly formation at the Pontifical North 

American College in Rome, where he earned a 

License in Sacred Theology at the Pontifical 

University of St. Thomas Aquinas.    

 

Ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese 

of Saint Louis on June 19, 1976, he served as associate pastor at Immacolata Parish in 

Richmond Heights, Mo., until 1979 when he began studies for a doctorate in American 

Church History at The Catholic University of America.  

 

On his return to St. Louis, Cardinal Dolan again served in parish ministry from 1983-87, 

and then was appointed to a five-year term as secretary to the Apostolic Nunciature in 

Washington, D.C. When he returned to St. Louis in 1992, he was appointed vice-rector 

and professor of Church History at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, as well as an adjunct 

professor of theology at Saint Louis University.    

 

In 1994, he was appointed rector of the Pontifical North American College in Rome, 

where he remained until June 2001. While in Rome, he also served as a visiting professor 

of Church History both at the Pontifical Gregorian University and the Pontifical 

University of St. Thomas Aquinas.  

 

On June 19, 2001ðthe 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthoodðthen 

Monsignor Dolan was named the Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis by Pope St. John Paul II, 

choosing for his Episcopal motto the profession of faith of St. Peter:  Ad Quem Ibimus, 

ñTo Whom Shall We Go?ò (Jn 6:68).    
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Cardinal Dolan served as chairman of Catholic Relief Services, and is a member of the 

Board of Trustees of The Catholic University of America. He is also a member of the 

Pontifical Council for Promoting New Evangelization, the Pontifical Council for Social 

Communications; and, at the Vatican, the Congregation for Eastern Churches, and the 

Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.    

 

Cardinal Dolan was elected to a three year term as president of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, in November, 2010.  He now serves as chair of the 

Bishopsô Committee on Pro-Life activities.  

 

On January 6, 2012, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI announced that Timothy Dolan 

was to be appointed to the College of Cardinals.  

    

Following the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Dolan participated in the 

Conclave that elected Pope Francis in March, 2013. 

Auxiliary Bishops 

The Most Reverend Dominick J. Lagonegro 

The Most Reverend Dominick J. Lagonegro 

was born on March 6, 1943. He is the only 

child of parents Dominick R. Lagonegro and 

Diamentina Morgado. 

Bishop Lagonegro was born and raised in 

White Plains, New York where he attended 

public school. He was baptized at St. Johnôs 

Church in White Plains and he made his first 

Holy Communion and Confirmation at Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel, White Plains. 

In 1957, Bishop Lagonegro entered Cathedral 

Preparatory Seminary in New York where he 

completed four years of high school, and two 

years of college at Cathedral College in 

Douglaston. After graduating, Bishop 

Lagonegro entered St. Josephôs Seminary in 

Yonkers. 

In 1968, Bishop Lagonegro was ordained a 

Deacon and assigned to St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus in the Bronx. After one year of 

service at St. Theresa of the Infant Church, Bishop Lagonegro was ordained a priest at St. 

Patrick's Cathedral on May 31, 1969. 

Since his ordination in 1969, Bishop Lagonegro was appointed to various parishes 

throughout the northern counties of New York. Bishop Lagonegro was appointed to St. 



31 

 

Vitoôs in Mamaroneck; St. Josephôs in Kingston; Holy Trinity in Poughkeepsie, and 

served as Pastor to the churches of St. Denis and was the founding pastor of St. Columba 

in Hopewell Junction, New York. 

Bishop Lagonegro also served on many commissions and committees throughout his 

ministry. He was a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Human Rights Commission 

in Mamaroneck, Kingston, and Hopewell Junction, and a member of the Kingston and 

LaGrange Rotary Clubs. 

As a Chaplain, Bishop Lagonegro served the Sons of Italy Lodge in Mamaroneck, the 

Dutchess County Boy Scout Council, and the Police Department in both the City of 

Poughkeepsie and the City of East Fishkill. 

In 1997, Bishop Lagonegro was appointed Vicar for the Vicariate of Dutchess County 

and on December 12, 2001 he was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of New 

York and Titular Bishop of Modruġ. 

In 2002, Bishop Lagonegro was named pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Newburgh 

and the Vicar of Orange County. He is a member of the New York State Coalition Public 

Policy Committee. 

In 2009, he was named the Episcopal Vicar of the Northern Vicariates (Dutchess, 

Orange, Sullivan, Ulster), with residence in Sacred Heart Church in Newburgh. 

The Most Reverend Gerald T. Walsh  

The Most Rev. Gerald T. Walsh was born on 

April 25, 1942 in New York City. He attended 

Good Shepherd Elementary School in New 

York City, St. Charles High School in 

Baltimore, and graduated in the Class of 1959 

from Power Memorial Academy, New York 

City. 

Bishop Walsh attended Iona College in New 

Rochelle in 1959, and in 1961 entered St. 

Josephôs Seminary in Yonkers, New York. In 

1963, he earned a BA in Philosophy and a 

Masterôs of Divinity from St. Josephôs 

Seminary in 1967. 

During the summers of 1966 and 1967, he 

studied at the Institute for Intercultural 

Communication at the Catholic University in Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

On May 27, 1967, Francis Cardinal Spellman ordained him to the priesthood at St. 

Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. 
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Following his ordination, Bishop Walsh was assigned as Parochial Vicar of Holy Trinity 

Church in New York City. He held several part-time assignments with the Cathedral 

Preparatory Seminary, the Ladies of Charity, and the New York Chapter of the Knights 

of Columbus. In 1980, he joined the staff of Catholic Charities as the Director of Family 

and Childrenôs Services. Bishop Walsh received a Masterôs degree in social work from 

Fordham University in 1983. 

In 1989, Bishop Walsh was named Pastor of the Church of the Incarnation. He is 

presently a member of the Priest Council as well as the College of Consultors of the 

Archdiocese of New York. 

In 1990, Bishop Walsh was named a Prelate of Honor to His Holiness and in 1996, John 

Cardinal OôConnor appointed him to serve as Secretary to the Cardinal. He was named 

Pastor of the Church of St. Elizabeth in 1998 and Regional Vicar of North Manhattan. 

Bishop Walsh was appointed Vicar for Development at the Archdiocese of New York in 

November 2003, and on September 21, 2004, he was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the 

Archdiocese of New York and appointed Titular Bishop of Altiburus. He was named 

rector of his alma mater of St. Joseph's Seminary in 2007. 

Effective July 15, 2012, Bishop Walsh was named Vicar for Clergy and Episcopal Vicar 

for Rockland, Central Westchester, South Shore, and Yonkers vicariates. 

Beginning in 1979 until present, Bishop Walsh had served and continues to serve as a 

Board member to a diverse number of Catholic and community agencies: 

¶ All Hallows High School, Bronx, NY 

¶ A.R.C. Fort Washington Senior Center, New York, NY 

¶ Cardinal McCloskey Services, White Plains, NY 

¶ Catholic Charities Community Services, New York, NY 

¶ Incarnation Childrenôs Center, New York, NY 

¶ Isabella Geriatric Center, New York, NY 

¶ Leo House, New York, NY 

¶ Mother Cabrini High School, New York, NY 

¶ Notre Dame School, New York, NY 

¶ St. Patrickôs Home for the Aged, Bronx, NY 
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The Most Reverend John OôHara 

The Most Reverend John OôHara was born to John 

and Helen (Quinn) OôHara in Jersey City, New 

Jersey on February 7, 1946. 

 

He attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel Elementary 

School in Ridgewood, New Jersey and Don Bosco 

High School in Ramsey, New Jersey. In 1967, he 

earned a bachelor of arts (BA) degree from Seton 

Hall University in South Orange, New Jersey, with 

a concentration in English. 

  

From 1967 through 1980, Bishop OôHara was 

employed in the field of journalism and 

broadcasting. 

  

In 1980, he entered the archdioceseôs major 

theologate, St. Josephôs Seminary, in Yonkers, New 

York. Ordained to the priesthood in St. Patrickôs 

Cathedral on December 1, 1984, by Archbishop John OôConnor, his first assignment was 

as parochial vicar for St. Augustineôs Parish in New City, New York. 

  

Bishop Patrick Sheridan, with the permission of Cardinal OôConnor, appointed Father 

OôHara archdiocesan scout chaplain in 1988. That same year, Cardinal OôConnor 

transferred him to St. Charles Parish on Staten Island, New York, as parochial vicar. 

  

Four years later, in 1992, Bishop OôHara was appointed by Cardinal OôConnor as 

parochial vicar of St. Teresa of the Infant Jesus Parish, also on Staten Island. With the 

illness of Cardinal OôConnor in 2000, Bishop Robert Brucato, as apostolic administrator, 

appointed him pastor, where served until his appointment in 2012 to assist with the 

pastoral planning process, Making All Things New, which he has led since 2013. 
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The Most Reverend John Jenik 

The Most Reverend John Jenik was born to John and 

Helen (Kelly) Jenik in Manhattan, New York on 

March 7, 1944. 

  

He attended Immaculate Conception Elementary 

School and Cathedral College High School, both in 

Manhattan. In 1962, he entered Cathedral College 

and, in 1964, the archdioceseôs major theologate, St. 

Josephôs Seminary, in Yonkers, New York, 

during which time he earned a bachelor of arts (BA) 

degree. 

  

Bishop Jenik was ordained a priest by Cardinal 

Terence Cooke in St. Patrickôs Cathedral on May 30, 

1970. In June, Cardinal Cooke appointed him to the 

Catholic University of Ponce, Puerto Rico for the 

summer months to learn the Spanish language and 

culture. That September, Cardinal Cooke appointed 

him as parochial vicar for St. Jeromeôs Parish in Bronx, New York. In 1974, Cardinal 

Cooke reassigned Bishop Jenik to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, also in the Bronx, where 

he soon became involved in what has become a near forty-year dedication to providing 

housing for the poor and fighting crime, corruption, drugs, and prostitution. 

  

In 1974, Bishop Jenik earned a masterôs degree in education (M.Ed.) from Fordham 

University, at the Rose Hill (Bronx) campus. 

 

Cardinal Cooke, in 1978, appointed Bishop Jenik as parochial vicar for Our Lady of 

Refuge Parish in Bronx, New York. Seven years later, in 1985, he was appointed pastor 

of the parish by Cardinal John OôConnor, where he still serves. 

  

Ten years after his appointment as pastor of Our Lady of Refuge, Monsignor Jenik was 

appointed a prelate of honor to His Holiness. 

  

In 2006, Cardinal Egan named him vicar for the Northwest Bronx, and he continues to 

serve in this position. 

            

Throughout his priesthood, and at various times, Bishop Jenik has been elected to the 

presbyteral council; has been appointed to the college of consultors; and has been named 

to a number of special archdiocesan committees, including education, healthcare, and 

housing. Monsignor Jenik was instrumental in the work of the committee for 

regionalizing Catholic schools in the archdiocese in order to preserve and strengthen its 

school system. 
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The Most Reverend Peter Byrne 

The Most Reverend Peter Byrne was born to John 

and Dorothy (Nolan) Byrne in Manhattan, New 

York on July 24, 1951. 

 

He attended Immaculate Conception Elementary 

School in Manhattan and Cardinal Hayes High 

School in Bronx, New York. In 1983, he earned a 

bachelor of arts (BA) degree from Fordham 

University, the Rose Hill (Bronx) campus, with a 

concentration in history/social studies. 

  

Bishop Byrne entered the archdioceseôs major 

theologate, Saint Josephôs Seminary in Yonkers, 

New York in 1974, and was granted a leave of 

absence in 1977. Between 1977 and 1984, he taught 

at Holy Name of Jesus Elementary School in 

Valhalla, New York and Bishop Ford High School 

in Brooklyn, New York. He returned to Saint 

Josephôs Seminary in 1983, and on December 1, 

1984, was ordained a priest by Archbishop John OôConnor in Saint Patrickôs Cathedral. 

His first assignment was as parochial vicar for Holy Family Parish in the Bronx. 

 

In 1992, Cardinal OôConnor appointed Bishop Byrne as administrator for Saint Thomas 

Aquinas Parish in the Bronx, with Bishop Francisco Garmendia as pastor and episcopal 

vicar. Two years later, in 1994, Cardinal OôConnor appointed him administrator of 

Immaculate Conception and Saint John the Baptist Parishes on Staten Island, New York, 

becoming pastor in 1995. Since July 2013, he has served as pastor of Saint Elizabeth 

Parish in Manhattan. 

  

Following the World Trade Center tragedy of September 11, 2001, Father Byrne 

volunteered his priestly service to bereaved families for many weeks at the Ground Zero 

Morgue. 

  

Bishop Byrne is fluent in English, Spanish, and French. 
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Retired Auxiliary Bishops 

The Most Reverend Robert A. Brucato 

The Most Reverend Robert A. Brucato was born in 

Bronx County, New York City on August 14, 1931, 

the second son, and middle child, of Anthony and 

Yolanda (nee Vento). 

Bishop Brucato was raised in the Northeast Bronx, 

attended P.S. 97 and Cardinal Hayes High School, and 

was active in Holy Rosary Parish. 

He entered the seminary system for the Archdiocese of 

New York in September 1949, attended Cathedral 

College (New York City) and St. Josephôs Seminary 

(Dunwoodie), Yonkers, New York. Cardinal Spellman 

ordained him a priest on June 1, 1957. After his 

ordination he served the parishes of St. Charles 

Borromeo, Dover Plains, New York and St. Anthonyôs 

in West Harrison, New York. He was transferred to St. Annôs, Ossining, New York until 

he was commissioned into the United States Air Force on May 13, 1960 as a Chaplain, 

First Lieutenant. 

The ensuing twenty-two years the Bishop served at twelve military installations around 

the world, in the USA, Asia, Europe, as well as the arctic and the tropics. His 

assignments included Director of Chaplain Services for the Air Forces in Europe, and 

Cadet Chaplain, United States Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

He has a Masterôs Degree in Education (1970) with a concentration in psychology and 

counseling from Our Lady of the Lake College, San Antonio, Texas. On May 13, 2006, 

Bishop Brucato received an honorary doctorate from Saint Johnôs University in Staten 

Island. 

Upon retirement from the Air Force in June 1982, he served at St. Gabrielôs Parish, 

Riverdale, New York and as pastor at Holy Rosary Parish, Staten Island and subsequently 

at St. Benedictôs Parish, Bronx. He also served as Episcopal Vicar for the East Bronx. 

In January 1994, Bishop Brucato began his appointment as Chancellor of the 

Archdiocese of New York. 

He was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of New York on August 25, 1997. 

As of January 1, 1998, Bishop Brucatoôs assignment has been Vicar for Pastoral 

Guidance, with offices at St. Josephôs Seminary, Dunwoodie, Yonkers, New York. 

On September 21, 1999, Bishop Brucato was appointed Vicar General of the 

Archdiocese. During the vacancy of the Archbishopric, due to the Cardinalôs death, the 
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Holy Father appointed him as Apostolic Administrator.The newly installed Archbishop 

again appointed him as Vicar General. In addition to his appointment as Vicar General, 

Bishop Brucato was Pastor of St. John the Evangelist Church in Manhattan. 

In July of 2007, Bishop Brucato retired and is now living at the John Cardinal O'Connor 

Clergy Residence. 

The Most Reverend Josu Iriondo 

The Most Reverend Josu Iriondo was born on 

December 19, 1938 in Basque County, Spain where he 

was raised as the fourth son of seven children of 

parents Rufino Iriondo (an industrial worker) and 

Maria Leona Zabaleta. 

 

Bishop Iriondo entered the order of Christian Brothers 

and Canons Regular of the Lateran from 1958 until 

1962.He studied at the Gregorian University in Rome 

and was ordained a priest on December 22, 1962 at San 

Sebastian (Donostia). He served in New York as a 

priest since 1968 serving as Chaplain of the Sisters 

Servants of Mary. 

 

In 1969, he served as Assistant at St. Josephôs Church 

in Middletown and guided immigrants in Warwick 

Valley. After three years at St. Josephôs Church in Middletown, Bishop Iriondo served as 

the Associate at St. Lucyôs Church in Manhattan in 1973. 

 

In 1974 ï 1976 he served as Associate at Holy Rosary Church in Manhattan; 

subsequently, in 1976 he served as Associate for two years at Our Saviour Church in the 

Bronx and became Pastor of Our Saviour for 12 years. 

 

In 1990 Bishop Iriondo became the Director of the Charismatic Renewal and of the 

Charismatic Center of the Archdiocese of New York. 

 

In 1991, Bishop Iriondo became Administrator of St. Anthony of Padua Church in the 

Bronx and in 1996 Bishop Iriondo was incardinated into the Archdiocese of New York. 

One year later, Bishop Iriondo was appointed Vicar for Hispanic Affairs. 

 

In 1999, Bishop Iriondo was named Honorary Prelate to the Holy Father. He was 

appointed Pastor of St. Anthony of Padua Church in the Bronx on October 10, 2000 and 

in his capacity as Pastor, served on several committees and commissions: 

¶ Commission of Inter-Parish Financing 

¶ Member of the Priest Council 

¶ Member of the Planning Board #6 
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¶ President of La Coa Housing Corporation 

¶ Member of the Board of ñMinisterio Vida Cristianaò 

¶ Member of the Board of ñEl Caminoò newspaper 

¶ Founding Member of ASH (Asociacion Sacredotes Hispanos) 

¶ Member of ANSH (Asociación Nacional Sacerdotes Hispanos) 

On December 12, 2001, he was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of New 

York and named Titular Bishop of Alton 

Biographies of Important Figures in the History of the 

Archdiocese of New York 

Saint Isaac Jogues 

Isaac Jogues was born in Orleans, France in 1607. Jogues entered the Jesuit novitiate at 

Rouen at the age of seventeen, then studied at the royal college of Lafleche.  After his 

ordination, he was appointed to Canada and sailed with the governor of New France, 

Huault de Montmagny.  In 1642, Huron country, were Jogues lived, was in great distress 

due to poor harvests.  Jogues was chosen to lead the expedition to Quebec where there 

were vast arrays of supplies.  The expedition reached its objective safely and started back 

well supplied with goods for the mission, but the Iroquois, the bitter enemies of the 

Hurons, and the fiercest of all Indian tribes, ambushed the returning expedition.  Jogues 

remained a slave among the Mohawks, one of the Iroquois tribes.  He owed his escape to 

the Dutch who learned of his imprisonment and set out to rescue him. 

 

Jogues returned to Quebec, but he left behind a box of religious articles because he was 

resolved later to return to the Mohawks as a missionary.  This box proved the immediate 

cause of his martyrdom. The Mohawks believed the box was full of evil, so when Jogues 

returned the Mohawks tortured him.  

 

Saint Issac Jogues was the first priest to pass through Dutch New Amsterdam which 

occurred in 1643.  He and his confreres, Rene Goupil and John Lalande, who were later 

proclaimed saints also, were the first and so far the only martyrs who died in what is now 

New York State.  Jogues died October 18, 1646.  Issac Jogues was canonized in 1930. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

Kateri Tekakwitha was the first North American Indian candidate for canonization.  She 

was born in Ossernenon (Auriesville), N.Y. in 1656. Her mother was a Christian 

Algonquin who was raised among the French at Three Rivers, taken captive by the 

Iroquois, and made the wife of a pagan chief of the Mohawk tribe.  This marriage created 

two children, Tekakwitha and a younger boy.  After losing her father, mother, and brother 

from a small pox epidemic, Kateri was taken into the home of her uncle at age 4.  The 

disease left her disfigured and with impaired eyesight.  In 1667 she had her first meeting 
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with Christian missionaries, but it was not until 1675 and she met Rev. Jacques de 

Lamberville, who instructed her in the Christian faith and baptized her on Easter, April 5, 

1676, giving her the name of Kateri, or Katharine. 

 

Katharineôs conversion and her exemplary life stirred up so much opposition that the 

priest advised her to flee to the Christian Indian village on the St. Lawrence River, where 

she would be able to grow in virtue without external hindrance.  After a trek of nearly 

200 miles, she arrive at Sault St. Louis, near Montreal, in October 1677; she received her 

first Holy Communion there on Christmas Day.  For the next 3 years, under the direction 

of Rev. Pierre Cholonec, and with the encouragement of an older Iroquois woman, 

Anastasia Tegonhatsihongo, she led a life of great austerity and charity. 

 

On March 25, 1679 Katharine gave herself completely to Christ by a private vow of 

chastity which was a most exceptional act for an Indian woman, whose maintenance 

depended upon getting a husband.  Her death at the age of 24, on April 17, 1680 in 

Caughnawaga, Canada, served as an inspiration to the Indian community and was 

followed by an extraordinary outburst of religious fervor among them.  The three 

missionaries who knew her best, Jacques de Lamberville, Claude Chauchetiere, and 

Pierre Cholonec, left a collection of biographical data, written during the 35 years 

following her death.  This together with other sources provided the documentation for her 

cause of beatification, which was introduced in Rome on July 11, 1932.  The Tekakwitha 

League, located in Auriesville, publishes a quarterly and directs other activities to 

disseminate knowledge of her.  Katharine Tekakwitha was beatified June 22, 1980 and 

canonized October 21, 2012. 

Saint Elizabeth Bayley Seton 

Born in New York City, August 28, 1774, Elizabeth Bayley Seton was raised 

Episcopalian, and received a good education and careful character training.  In 1794, she 

married a wealthy merchant, William Magee Seton.  They had five children.  Her 

husband lost his great fortune, and they undertook a sea voyage to Italy, where they 

stayed in the home of the Filicchi family, a devout Roman Catholic family.  After her 

husbandôs death, Elizabeth came to know and appreciate the Catholic faith under the 

tutelage of the Filicchiôs.  She returned to New York in 1803, and despite opposition 

from family and friends, was received into the Roman Catholic Church at St. Peterôs on 

Barclay Street on March 4, 1805.  Abandoned by family and deprived by prejudice from 

earning a livelihood, she went to Canada.  In 1807, she was invited to come to Baltimore 

to found a school for girls.  Shortly thereafter, Father William Dubourg, a Sulpician and 

Bishop John Carroll allowed her to admit subjects to the sisterhood.  She moved to 

Emmitsburg, Maryland, in 1809 and revised her rule according to that of the Sisters of 

Charity founded by St. Vincent de Paul.  It was during these years that she laid the 

foundation for the parochial school system. She sent sisters to an orphanage in 

Philadelphia in 1814 and in 1817 to one in New York City.  She died on January 4, 

1821.  She was declared venerable on December 18, 1959, beatified on March 17, 1963 

and canonized on September 14, 1973. 
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Saint John Neumann 

Born in Bohemia on March 18, 1811, John Neumann was educated in Bohemia at the 

gymnasium of the Pious Workers and entered the diocesan seminary in 1831.  Two years 

later he transferred to the school of theology at the Charles Ferdinand University in 

Prague.  He completed his studies in 1835, but was not immediately ordained because the 

Diocese of Budweis was sufficiently staffed with priests.  Resolved to become a 

missionary in America, he set out for New York unordained and with a suit of clothes 

and a dollar.  He was ordained by Bishop John Dubois for the Diocese of New York on 

June 25, 1836.  After serving four years near Buffalo, he entered the Redemptorist in 

Baltimore and was the first Redemptorist to be professed in America.  Eventually he 

became viceregent and later vice provincial of the Redemptorist.  He placed the 

Redemptorist at the forefront of the parochial school movement.  He became bishop of 

Philadelphia in 1852. During his tenure over 80 churches were constructed in the 

diocese.  He established Forty Hours devotion there, and visited every parish 

annually.  He died January 5, 1860, and became the first American bishop to be beatified 

on October 13, 1963.  He was canonized January 19, 1977. 

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Born in Italy on July 15, 1850, Frances Xavier Cabrini was educated at first by her sister, 

a village teacher, and then by the Daughters of the Sacred Heart.  She was refused 

entrance to the Daughters of the Sacred Heart because of frailty due to smallpox.  She 

taught at Vidardo; and in 1874, Don Antonio Serrati encouraged her to do charitable 

work at the House of Providence orphanage in Cadugno.  There she assumed the 

religious habit and made vows in September, 1877. 

 

The orphanage closed in 1880, and the Bishop made her prioress of the Institute of 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart.  The foundation was formally approved by Rome 

in 1888.  At the insistence of Pope Leo XIII and Bishop Giovanni Battista Scalabrini of 

Piacenza, she went to the United States; and on March 23, 1889, she sailed for New York 

with six sisters. 

 

In New York, Mother Cabrini worked among the Italian immigrants, establishing 

orphanages, schools and adult classes in Christian doctrine.  She founded Columbus 

Hospital, which became state approbated in 1895.  She became a naturalized citizen in 

1909 and was elected superior general for life in 1910.  She founded convents, schools, 

orphanages and hospitals across the United States and in South America and 

Europe.  Despite poor health, she crossed the sea 30 times and established 67 houses with 

1500 sisters worldwide in 35 years.  She died of malaria in Columbus Hospital, 

Chicago.  Her body is preserved in the chapel of Mother Cabrini High School in New 

York City. 

  

Mother Cabrini was canonized on July 7, 1964 by Pope Pius XII. 
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Venerable Fulton John Sheen  

Venerable Fulton John Sheen was born on May 8, 1895 in El Paso, Illinois. Before his 

ordination in September 1919, Sheen studied at the Saint Paul Seminary in Minnesota, 

and later continued his academic pursuits at Catholic University in Washington, D.C. He 

was consecrated a bishop on June 11, 1951 and served as Auxiliary Bishop of the 

Archdiocese of New York from 1951 to 1965. 

Archbishop Sheen began his career in media with a weekly Sunday night radio broadcast 

in 1930 called, The Catholic Hour. After two decades, the broadcast had a weekly 

listening audience of four million. Archbishop Sheen switched his medium to television 

in 1951 and began a weekly television program called Life is Worth Living, challenging 

the ratings of entertainment giants like Frank Sinatra. He won an Emmy Award for the 

program in 1952. 

Archbishop Sheen also served as the national director of the Society for the Propagation 

of the Faith, and was later appointed the Archbishop of Rochester in 1966 where he 

continued to work in television. He died of heart disease on December 9, 1979, and was 

buried in the crypt of St. Patrickôs Cathedral. Archbishop Sheenôs cause for canonization 

was officially opened in 2002. 

Venerable Pierre Toussaint  

Pierre Toussaint was born in slavery on June 27, 1766.  At that time, Haiti, then known as 

Saint Domingue, was in the midst of slave rebellion in the aftermath of the French 

Revolution.  Pierreôs master took his wife and five slaves to New York to live.  One of 

those slaves was Pierre Toussaint.  He apprenticed Pierre to a hairdresser, and Pierre 

showed himself to be a master at the trade.  After his masterôs death, it was Pierre who 

supported his masterôs widow and her household. 

 

During this time, Pierre Toussaint daily attended St. Peterôs Church on Barclay 

Street.  When his masterôs widow became gravely ill and was near death, she arranged 

for Pierreôs freedom.  After her death, Pierre continued to live in the household, and from 

time to time managed to purchase the freedom of other slaves.  In 1811, he married 

Juliette Noel.  Their home was noted as a refuge for orphan black children, and they 

found jobs for them and found them trades.  During the various plagues of yellow fever 

and cholera in New York City, Pierre went through barricades to nurse the 

sick.  Throughout his life he continued to help orphans, priests, and all who were in 

need.  He died on June 30, 1853.  He was buried in Old Saint Patrickôs Cathedral on Mott 

Street. 

 

On December 5, 1989, Cardinal OôConnor officially began the cause of Pierre 

Toussaintôs canonization. 

 

His remains were re-interred in St. Patrickôs Cathedral on December 8, 1990. 
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Servant of God Dorothy Day 

Born in Brooklyn, New York on November 8, 1897, Dorothy Day was raised in an 

Episcopalian household by her middle class parents in both San Francisco and Chicago. 

After two years at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Day relocated to New 

York City on the Lower East Side. Day began to explore her passion for religion between 

1925 and 1929, around the time of the birth of her daughter, Tamar Teresa. Day was 

baptized in the Catholic Church in 1927. Day supported herself and her daughter through 

a career in journalism, and it was during an assignment watching protestors in 

Washington DC where Day decided to take a greater role in social activism. In 1933, Day 

co-founded The Catholic Worker, a newspaper promoting Catholic teachings and tackling 

societal issues. The newspaper spawned the Catholic Worker Movement, which aimed to 

fight social injustice with religious principle. The movement supported labor unions, 

human rights, and the development of a nonviolent culture.  As a result of the 

movementôs emphasis on hospitality, Day helped establish homes for the poor that helped 

provide shelter, food, and clothing.  

 

Day dedicated her life to Catholicism and her social beliefs. She died on November 29, 

1980 in one of the very homes she had helped establish. Cardinal OôConnor opened her 

cause for sainthood in March 2000, which was granted by Pope John Paul II. The 

nomination received its endorsement from the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops in November 2012. 

Servant of God Terence Cardinal Cooke  

Born March 1, 1921, on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, Terence Cooke was baptized 

in Corpus Christi Church.  He was ordained to the priesthood by Francis Cardinal 

Spellman on December 1, 1945. 

 

On September 15, 1965, he was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of New York and Titular 

Bishop of Summa.  He was consecrated Bishop at St. Patrickôs Cathedral on December 

13.  On March 8, 1968, he was named Seventh Archbishop and Tenth Bishop of New 

York.  He was installed April 4 at St. Patrickôs Cathedral.  One May 1, 1969, he was 

created Cardinal by Pope Paul VI.  He was the first Cardinal Archbishop of New York to 

have graduated from St. Josephôs Seminary.  In 1970, Cardinal Cooke established the 

Catholic Charities and Education Appeal, and in October 1970, he created the Office of 

Pastoral Research.  In 1971, he announced the Catholic Centerða consolidation of 

Cathedral High School, St. John the Evangelist Church and the office of the Archdiocese 

of New York at 1011 First Avenue.  In 1974, Trinity Retreat for clergy was established in 

Larchmont, N.Y.  1979 marked the 100th anniversary celebration of St. Patrickôs 

Cathedral, and 1983 marked the 175th anniversary of the Archdiocese of New York.  In 

September,1981, the first issue of the Archdiocesan newspaper, Catholic New York, was 

published.  Cardinal Cooke hosted a Papal Visit of Pope John Paul II in October 1979. 

 

During the administration of Cardinal Cooke, St. Patrickôs Cathedral was restored, inside 

and outside, and several new shrines were added. 
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Cardinal Cooke died on October 6, 1983, following a long bout with cancer.  His 

inspiring life and death lead to the introduction of his cause for canonization one year 

after his death. 

Servant of God Isaac Hecker 

Isaac Thomas Hecker was born on December 18, 1818 in New York City, the youngest 

child of Protestant German immigrants. A deeply religious young man, Hecker was 

baptized into the Roman Catholic Church in 1844 and was ordained as a priest in London 

in 1849. Hecker was determined to bring the Catholic Church to the United States. While 

in Rome, Hecker thought the best way to serve the church would be to establish a 

congregation of priests focused on conversion in the US. Pope Pius IX approved his plan, 

and the Missionary Priests of St. Paul the Apostle was formed. The group was popularly 

known as the Paulists, and was given a parish on 59th Street. 

Between 1867 and 1869, Hecker delivered more than 56 lectures, traveling throughout 

the United States from Boston to Missouri and from Chicago to Hartford. During one 

Western tour, he traveled more than 4,500 miles and spoke to more than 30,000 people, 

two-thirds of whom were non-Catholics. 

Hecker was stricken with leukemia in 1870, and could not continue his work as the 

Paulist director. He passed away from the disease in 1888. Cardinal Edward Egan 

formally opened Heckerôs cause for sainthood in 2008, and he is now officially known as 

Servant of God Isaac Thomas Hecker. 

  










































































































































































