
Particular Arguments Relating to Time and Difficulty in Obtaining Path to Citizenship 

 

Issue 1:   Denial of Permanent Residency and Chance for Citizenship 

 

Providing Legal Status and not Possible Citizenship to Undocumented:   This proposal would create a 

permanent underclass in society, where one group would have less rights compared to another.  USCCB 

is opposed to creating a permanent underclass in our country, in which one group could eventually 

exploit another group. 

 

Issue 2 Timing Issues Related To Achieving Green Card  

 

(A)Completion of Border Security Efforts as a Prerequisite to the Issuance of Green Cards: This is 

because the Bipartisan Framework statement regarding the timeframe for receiving green cards is 

unclear and does not highlight how long completing enforcement measures might take nor does it lay 

out what metrics or standards will be used to determine whether the proposed enforcement measures 

are considered “complete”.  Ambiguities as to the timing and the level of “completion” of enforcement 

activities needed in order for people to be able to receive green cards will create extensive delays and 

confusion in the implementation of the law and will derail the goal of people attaining citizenship. For 

these reasons, USCCB would prefer a path to citizenship that is not conditional to the completion of 

border enforcement measures. If completion of border enforcement measures are linked to the 

commencement of the green card process, then the legalization program should proceed at a time 

certain of no longer than three years, regardless of whether border enforcement is completed.  

 

(B)The Lengthy Wait to Get a Green Card If Current Wait Time For Legal Immigration Not Altered  In 

addition to following numerous steps, applicants for a green card under the Bipartisan Framework  must 

wait at the end of the line behind others who are currently waiting. While this proposal aims to not 

reward those who are here illegally, the wait time for those who are newly applying for green cards 

could take up to 30 years if the current system is not reformed.  The USCCB advocates for a clear 

attainable path to citizenship that will allow the most number of people to attain citizenship preferably 

within a three year or similar time frame. 

  

Issue 3 Administrative Barriers to Fulfilling Steps to Achieve Green Card 

 

The Many and Complicated Steps to Attain Probationary Status and Green Cards Additionally, the 

USCCB notes that the steps for attaining Probationary Legal Status and a Green Card are lengthy and 

require many criteria – especially back taxes- which disadvantage certain groups such as migrant 

domestic workers, who have been living in the U.S. and working in homes illegally for cash. 

Documentation that would satisfy such a requirement would be very difficult for certain types of 

workers to attain, and as a result keep them from attaining probationary legal status or a green card. For 

this reason, the USCCB favors: (1) the use of less factors to determine probationary legal status and 

earning a green card, and (2) factors that are more friendly to low-skilled workers who have worked in 

America’s cash economy. 



 

 


