
Why
National

Collections?

The Catholic Relief Services Collection 
NATIONAL DATE: 4th Sunday of Lent
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/crscollection

The Catholic Relief Services Collection supports five
Catholic organizations that advance the international
social ministry of the Catholic Church. These min-
istries include relief and resettlement services to vic-
tims of persecution, war, and natural disasters; sus-
tainable development programs to improve the living
conditions of the poor; advocacy on behalf of the
powerless; peace and reconciliation work for people
suffering from violence; and legal and support servic-
es for poor immigrants.

Collection for the Church in Latin America
NATIONAL DATE: 4th Sunday in January
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/latinamerica

The Collection for the Church in Latin America
(CLA) promotes solidarity throughout the hemi-
sphere by providing support for pastoral projects 

in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

Through its grants and
partnerships, CLA sup-
ports catechetical and lay
leadership programs, youth
ministry, evangelization
programs, and formation
programs for religious,
priests, and deacons. CLA

is making it possible for the Catholic faithful in the
Western hemisphere to help each other.

Collection for the Holy Land 
NATIONAL DATE: Good Friday
WEB SITE: www.custodia.org

The Collection for the Holy Land, in the words of
Paul VI, is “not only for the Holy Places but above
all for those pastoral, charitable, educational, and
social works which the Church supports in the Holy
Land for the welfare of their Christian brethren and
of the local communities.”1

Peter’s Pence Collection
NATIONAL DATE: Sunday nearest the Feast of 
St. Peter and St. Paul
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/ppc

The Peter’s Pence Collection helps
the Holy Father provide emer-
gency assistance to suffering peo-
ple throughout the world.
Contributions to the Peter’s Pence
Collection are given directly by
the Holy Father to dioceses that
are suffering from immediate
emergencies as a result of war,
oppression, and natural disasters. 

World Mission Sunday Collection
NATIONAL DATE: Next-to-last Sunday in October
WEB SITE: www.worldmissions-catholicchurch.org

By Baptism, all Catholics are called to
participate in the mission of the Church,
called to share their faith as missionar-
ies. World Mission Sunday gathers sup-
port for the pastoral and evangelizing
programs and needs of more than 1,150
mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the

Pacific Islands, and remote regions of Latin America.
The funds gathered on World Mission Sunday are dis-
tributed in the pope’s name by the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith—a Pontifical Mission Society. 

1 Paul VI, The Church in the Holy Land (Nobis in Animo) (Rome: March 25, 1974) in
The Pope Speaks (Washington, D.C.: TPS),19: 1, pp. 5-11.

My dear Catholic people:

Each parish is part of the Church Universal; it is 
the Catholic Church in a particular place.  The
bishops of the United States created the national

collections so that, by combining resources, we can more
effectively carry out our mission as Catholics.  Each of
these important collections is worthy of your support.
Each collection represents our community of faith at
work in the world, saving souls and improving lives.

I encourage you to view the national collections in the
light of stewardship and of sharing.  God has given us
our life and our prosperity, all we need and more.  It is
right and just that we give something back through
these collections, helping people in our own country
and around the world to live better and to grow in the
love of Jesus.

The brief descriptions in this brochure will explain who
benefits from your gift to the national collections.
More detailed information is available on their web-
sites, as noted. 

As always, the bishops are most grateful for 
your generosity.  

MOST REV. WILLIAM S. SKYLSTAD

President
United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops

Parishes can order free copies of
this brochure by calling 800-235-8722 or 

at www.usccbpublishing.org.
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do we have

Should anyone press you into 
service for one mile, go with him

for two miles. Give to the one
who asks of you, and do not turn
your back on one who wants. . . . 

Mt 5:41-42

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections



Stewardship: The Gift of Giving
The bishops of the United States have established the

national collections to support the Church’s works of
social justice, evangelization and education, both
domestically and around the globe.  

Jesus reminds us that the two greatest command-
ments are to love God with our whole heart, our
whole mind, and our whole soul; and to love our
neighbor as ourselves.  The national collections offer
us an opportunity to help our neighbors in the light of
the Gospel.  In doing so, we act as faithful stewards of
the gifts God has given us.

Through our parishes, every Catholic participates in
a global community of faith.  The national collections
are a powerful expression of this community.  Our
contributions help people across the street and around
the world, people who struggle to practice the faith,
people who live in great need.

The Catholic University of America Collection 
NATIONAL DATE: 1st or 2nd Sunday in September
WEB SITE: www.cua.edu

The Catholic University of America (CUA), located in
Washington, D.C., is the national university of the
Catholic Church. Founded in 1887, CUA offers stu-
dents an excellent education in a faith-filled atmosphere
that is grounded in the Catholic intellectual tradition.
The Collection for The Catholic University of America
underwrites scholarships to assist financially deserving
students in completing their education at CUA in over
50 disciplines. 

Catholic Home Missions Appeal 
NATIONAL DATE: Last Sunday in April
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/hm

There are many places right here in the United States
and in its overseas dependencies where the Church is
poor, communities are scattered, and priests are few.
Money given to the Catholic Home Missions Appeal
(CHMA) helps Catholic communities across America
survive and thrive by underwriting evangelization, 
religious education, education for future priests, 
training for lay ministers, and poor parishes that 
would have to close their doors without outside help. 

The CHMA helps strengthen the Catholic Church 
in America. 

Retirement Fund for Religious
NATIONAL DATE: 2nd Sunday in December
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/nrro

The Retirement Fund for
Religious distributes grants to
religious institutes for the retire-
ment needs of senior religious
priests, brothers, and sisters.  
The fund also provides retire-
ment planning and educational
assistance to religious institutes.

AROUND THE WORLD . . .

Aid to the Church in Central and Eastern Europe
NATIONAL DATE: Ash Wednesday
WEB SITE: www.aidtoeasterneurope.org

While the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and
the former Soviet Union endured decades of commu-
nist oppression, the Church suffered grave wounds to
its spiritual life and its ability to live as One Church.
Through the Collection to Aid the Church in Central
and Eastern Europe (AEE), Catholics can now build
bridges to these countries, spread God’s Word over
vast areas with modern communications media, train
Church leaders of tomorrow, help needy families mate-
rially and spiritually, rebuild churches in disrepair, and
support those sisters and brothers who have suffered
for the faith.

IN THE UNITED STATES . . .

Black and Indian Missions Collection
NATIONAL DATE: 1st Sunday of Lent
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/finance/schedule.htm

The National Black and Indian Missions Collection,
mandated by the III Plenary Council in 1884, embodies
the Church’s concern for evangelizing Black, American
Indian, Eskimo and Aleut peoples in the United States.
These needs exist throughout the country.

Each year, bishops appeal for help in the great and
growing task of parish evangelization.  The collection is
needed now more than ever.

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
NATIONAL DATE: Sunday before Thanksgiving
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/cchd

The Catholic Campaign for
Human Development (CCHD)
works to uphold the dignity of
human life by breaking the cycle of
poverty across the United States
through grants to local communi-
ty-based groups who create jobs,
improve education, and strengthen
neighborhoods. 

Twenty-five percent of the CCHD collection stays in
the diocese to fund local anti-poverty projects; seventy-
five percent supports national grant and education pro-
grams. CCHD helps break the cycle of poverty not just
for one day, but for a lifetime.

Catholic Communication Campaign 
NATIONAL DATE: 3rd Sunday in May
WEB SITE: www.usccb.org/ccc

The Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC) devel-
ops media programming, projects, and resources that
promote Gospel values. Fifty percent of the collection
supports local communication efforts such as televised
Masses and diocesan newspapers. The other 50 percent
supports the production of national media program-
ming that offers a slice of Catholic life in the United
States. The Catholic Communication Campaign is
“How the Good News Gets Around!”

If you do good, know for whom you
are doing it, and your kindness 

will have its effect. Do good to the
just man and reward will be yours,

if not from him, from the LORD.
Sir 12:1-2

On the subject of mutual charity you have no need for anyone to write you, 
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another. 

1 Thes 4:9

Great is the generosity you showed
me today . . . May the LORD reward

you generously for what you 
have done this day. 

1 Sm 24:19-20


