Sample Letter for Schools and Parishes
Please insert the appropriate information where you see “[INSERT____ ].” 

[INSERT date]
Dear [INSERT name of pastor, principal, teacher, youth minister, religious educator, etc.]:

We invite you to participate in an initiative to engage young people in our Catholic faith, help them grown in their relationship with Christ, and provide them with an opportunity to bear faithful witness in our local community.

Each year, a new theme is set by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, highlighting the dignity of each person and respect for his or her life. 

The theme for October 2017 – September 2018 is “Be Not Afraid,” exploring God’s assurance of His presence in times of trial and our call to extend His love to others, especially in their times of suffering. 
In conjunction with this theme, we are holding a pro-life youth contest, which has a two-fold goal: 
1. To help young people deepen their understanding of our God-given human dignity and what it means for our daily lives and decisions, particularly within the context of respect for human life;
2. To move hearts and minds with the joyful Gospel of Life through the artistic expressions of the young participants. 
The contest is designed to be used across multiple age ranges and disciplines. Youth in grades [INSERT grade levels] are eligible to enter, and contestant entries can be in any of the following formats: [INSERT categories, for example include video, short story, painting, song, photography, etc.].
[INSERT who] will select winners for each grade category [INSERT grade ranges, for example “(grades 7-9 and grades 10-12.)”]. The winners will be honored by [INSERT information about how winners will be honored locally, for instance, with local prizes, a feature in the diocesan newspaper, an awards reception, etc.]
Please send your entries to [INSERT name and email or mailing address] no later than [INSERT the deadline].  
We look forward to your participation!


Sincerely,
[INSERT your name and organization] 
