Why is the Catholic Church
such a strong voice for life?

‘ ‘ Human life must be respected
and protected absolutely from the
moment of conception. From the
first moment of his existence, a
human being must be recognized
as having the rights of a
person—among which is the
inviolable right of every innocent
being to life..”

‘ ‘ Since the first century the
Church has affirmed the moral
evil of every procured abortion.
This teaching has not changed
and remains unchangeable.
Direct abortion, that is to say,
abortion willed either as an end
or a means, is gravely contrary to
the moral law...”?

We are the people of life
because God, in his unconditional
love, has given us the Gospel of
life ... and we are called to act
accordingly.”

Saint John Paul II
Evangelium Vitae, 79
1995
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The Catholic Church
is a Pro-Life Church




All persons, not just Catholics,

can know from scientific and medical
evidence that what grows in a mother’s womb
is a new, distinct human being. All persons
can understand that each human being merits
respect. At the very least, respecting human
life excludes the deliberate and direct
destruction of life.

Throughout her rich tradition, the
Catholic Church has always been pro-life. As
Saint John Paul II reminded us, we believe
that “all human life is sacred, for it is created
in the image and likeness of God.” Aborting
an unborn child destroys a precious human
life which God has called uniquely into
existence.

Our Faith also obliges us to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ, who spoke and acted
strongly and compassionately in favor of the
most despised and vulnerable persons in
society. Jesus touched lepers, spoke with
prostitutes, and showed mercy and tenderness
to the sick, the poor and children.

Our society has many vulnerable persons
including women in difficult pregnancies as
well as unborn children whose lives may
legally be ended at any time during pregnancy,

The DIDACHE 2™ Cent.
“You shall not commit murder. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not corrupt the

young. You shall not commit fornication. You
shall not steal. You shall not kill an unborn child
or murder a newborn infant.”?

and for any reason. In following Jesus Christ,
Catholics have a responsibility to speak and
act in defense of these persons. This is part of
our special care for the poor and powerless.

TERTULLIAN 3™ Cent.

“For us, killing and murder forbidden once and
for all, it is not permitted to destroy what is
conceived in the mother’s womb. To hinder the

birth of a child is a faster way to murder. It
makes little difference whether one destroys a
life already born or prevents it from coming to
birth. It is a human being, for the whole fruit is
already present.”

The Church’s mission to defend
human life applies over the entire course of life,
from conception to natural death. And so the
Catholic Church has defended human rights
and conducted international relief and
development efforts. Catholic hospitals and
other healthcare facilities form the largest
network of private, not-for-profit healthcare
providers in the United
States. Our Catholic
charitable organizations
provide countless social
services to all Americans,
regardless of race, creed
or national origin.

The Catholic Church
strives to be a prophetic
voice, speaking out to protest injustices and
indignities against the human person. We will
continue in this work, whether our words are
popular or unpopular.

Since its beginning, the Church has
maintained a firm and clear teaching on the
sacredness of human life. Abortion was rejected
in the earliest known Christian manual of
discipline, the Didache.

Early Christian fathers likewise condemned
abortion as the killing of innocent human life. A
third century Father of the Church, Tertullian,

The Letter of
BARNABAS
2" Cent.

“You shall not

murder a child by
abortion, nor kill
it after birth.”®

called it “accelerated homicide.” Early Church
councils considered it one of the most serious
crimes. Since that time, science has only further
confirmed the humanity of the child growing in
his or her mother’s womb. Church teaching
continues to insist, to the present day, that a just
society protects and cares for life before as well
as after birth.

DECLARATION ON PROCURED
ABORTION, 11

Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith,1974

“The first right of the human person is his

life. He has other goods and some are
more precious, but this one is
fundamental - the condition of all the
others. Hence it must be protected above
all others.”

Saint John Paul IT challenged us:

“We find ourselves not only faced with but
necessarily in the midst of this conflict: we are
all involved and we all share in it, with the
inescapable responsibility of choosing to be
unconditionally pro-life.”” As a people who
believe in life, how are we responding to this
challenge?

EVANGELIUM VITAE, 28

1995

“ .. we are facing an enormous and dramatic
clash between good and evil, death and life,
the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’.

We find ourselves not only faced with but
necessarily in the midst of this conflict: we are
all involved and we all share in it, with the
inescapable responsibility of choosing to be
unconditionally pro-life.”®




