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A Message from the Pontifical 
Council for the Pastoral Care of 
Migrants and Itinerant People
Dearest People of the Sea,

After the silence of Good Friday, 
an acclamation full of joy and 
amazement fills the streets of 
Jerusalem: “Christ, our Hope, is 
risen”!  This proclamation of the 
Resurrection, heard 2000 years 
ago, has reached all the nations, 
races, and languages through 
the course of the centuries, and 
cannot be silenced in the hearts 
and on the lips of Christians.

Even today, in present times 
of uncertainty and in anxiety for the future, we must proclaim with 
fortitude: “Christ, our Hope, is risen”!  Christ, who is our Hope and our 
Resurrection – these two words must always go together.

 In the Risen Lord, we rediscover the enthusiasm and the sense of 
our life as a testimony of the love and fidelity of God.    In the Risen 
Lord we pass on a new hope to all seamen and fishermen, along 
with their families.    In the Risen Lord, we rediscover the strength 
to build global solidarity between all people of the sea, with the 
faith to build a community of humankind that is less egoistical and 
more a communion of ideas and intentions.    In the Risen Lord, we 
transform the solitude of the crews and their families into a living 
presence that revives our hearts and carries the hope of a sincere love 
that knows no boundaries or distances.    In the Risen Lord, everyday 
difficulties and problems, united with the sufferings of Christ, become 
a hope of redemption.    In the Risen Lord, the darkness and 
desperation of our lives are filled with light, so as to announce the 
hope of a new life, guided and sustained by Christ.    In the Risen 
Lord, we become new creations, reborn to a new humanity, and 
called to repeat to the entire sea world the great joy of Easter:  
Christ, our Hope, is risen!

A Blessed Easter to all!
Antonio Maria Card. Vegliò, President
Joseph Kalathiparambil, Secretary

An Easter 
Message
The Port of Savannah is 
an economic engine that 
impacts not only the city 
of Savannah but the whole 
southeast region of the 
United States.

In spite of the colossal 
impact of the shipping 
industry, those who make 
it all happen are hidden 
from our eyes.  The 
Savannah Port averages 
3,000 vessels annually.  
They have an average crew 
of 22, which represents 66,000 mariners annually visiting the Port of 
Savannah.  They come and go within 24 hour periods.  Their shore-
leave is limited.  Holy Week for them is little different than any other 
week of the year.  The nature of the industry requires their absence 
from home and family for many months without a break.  Their 
sacrifice makes possible our access to the goods of the world.

In the United States there are 50 seaports, where similar activity 
is taking place day and night around the clock.  They serve the 
needs of human kind in quiet and unobtrusive ways.  The Dioceses 
that have a port within their jurisdiction take every opportunity to 
provide some type of spiritual service for the benefit of the mariners.  

Fr. Richard Young, a bilingual priest (English and Spanish) of the 
Savannah Diocese spends hours upon hours in tending to the 
spiritual and cultural needs of these mariners of the far flung oceans.  
I requested Fr. Young to give me a brief description of his ministry as 
a Port Chaplain.  The following are his words:

“The past three months I visited 174 vessels and conducted 97 
Communion services.  During this time period I made 297 automobile 
trips to the Seamen’s House, to various retail outlets, to recreation 
areas, etc.  There were 741 mariners involved in these different 
outings.  Some of these automobile trips would be to drop them off 
at the local International Seamen’s House.  This makes it possible to 
have access to the Internet and long distance telephone capability.  
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       www.usccb.org/aos
AOS National Office web address has been changed this year 
and the AOS website has undergone a makeover.  If you have 
linked to us previously using the old www.aos-usa.org address, 

please remember to change your link to www.usccb.org/aos

We encourage you to visit our website which has user friendly 
navigation tools.  Check out our interactive map with a list of 
AOS chaplains and contacts, know about news and events and 
other relevant information.  If you want to know about Mass 
schedules in parishes around the country, there is even a link to 

MassTimes.org.

Contact Catholic Maritime News   
We welcome your comments, feedback and suggestions.   

Tell us what you think by sending an email to aos@usccb.org.

DISCLAIMER Statements and opinions expressed in articles 
and other materials herein are the views of individual authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the position of the Apostleship of the Sea 
National Office.

Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America (AOSUSA) is 
a national membership association of chaplains/ associates, cruise 
ship priests, mariners, student mariners and affiliate members.

For AOSUSA membership enquiries: 
Doreen Badeaux 

1500 Jefferson Drive, Port Arthur, TX 77642 
Tel. (409) 985-4545    Fax (409) 985-5945

E-mail: aosusa@sbcglobal.net

From the National Director
His Holiness, Pope Francis in his Urbi et Orbi message on Easter 
Sunday, addressed the invitation to each and everyone, “Let us be 
renewed by God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable 
the power of his love to transform our lives too; and let us 
become agents of this mercy, channels through which God can 
water the earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace 
flourish.” 

Pope Francis reminds us that if we allow God’s love to transform 
our lives, we can be His agents, channels or instruments so that 
justice and peace will blossom.  The pursuit of justice and peace 
is at the core of the Church’ Social tradition.  The USCCB document, 
“Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions” 
points out that Catholic Social Teaching is built on a commitment 
to the poor.  The document further states, “Catholic social teaching 
is based on and inseparable from our understanding of human 
life and human dignity.” 

Apostleship of the Sea- the face of the Catholic Church in the 
maritime world, expresses concretely the Church’ Social teaching 
through its commitment to and solidarity with the people of the 
sea.  Amidst challenges facing contemporary society as well as 
issues and present day challenges to maritime ministry in general 
and the Apostleship of the Sea in particular, the men and women 
at the service of maritime ministry and their collaborators must 
make every effort to be agents and channels of God’s peace and 
justice.  To be channels or instruments demand a call to action, 
by allowing God’s grace to work in us, his people and recognizing 
the opportunities to uphold human life and dignity and advance 
the rights of seafarers and the people of the sea. 

Chaplains and ship visitors attend to the well-being of seafarers 
visiting their ports, responding to their spiritual and practical 
needs through programs and services.  At times, need would 
exceed resources and so new ways and means will have to be 
sought. 

An opportunity for maritime ministers to further work for social 
justice presents itself in the Maritime Labor Convention (MLC) 
2006, referred to as the “seafarers’ bill of rights”.  As we know 
the Convention will enter into force on August 20th of this year.  At 
the 23rd World Congress of the Apostleship of the Sea, participants 
had the opportunity to know better about MLC 2006 from experts 
including ILO officials.  Dr. Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry of ILO said 
the Convention stresses “emphasis on a strengthened compliance 
and enforcement system including certification, to try to better 
ensure an improvement in working and living conditions of the 
world’s seafarers.”  The AOS World Congress’ Final Document 
emphasized the need for effective advocacy by maritime ministers 
in cooperation with stakeholders in order to “ensure proper 
implementation of MLC 2006 and the ratification of ILO 188”.

Maritime ministry groups as primary welfare agencies will play 
an important role in the implementation of the Convention.  
Among other things, they could facilitate for/educate seafarers 

It 's here!
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An Easter Message
Continued from page 1.

Other trips will be to retail stores providing the opportunity for new 
clothing, etc.  Because of Port Security regulations every occasion of 
transportation has to be logged and reported.  Providing prayer services 
and 'hearing confessions' are always available when requested.”

The ministry of Richard Young is not for the faint hearted.  His presence 
is the face of the Church for the thousands of mariners who pass through 
the port on a daily basis.  

Many cruise lines have chaplains to give spiritual care to the guests.  Such 
is not the case for the maritime vessels that ply the ocean waves year 
round.  As I write this reflection it is Holy Week 2013 – for the mariners 
every week is Holy Week.  They are constantly changing time zones and 
there is little distinction between sun rise and sun set.  They behold 
the wonderment of God’s universe in ways beyond telling.  Their lives 
are demanding, lives in service to the rest of the human family.  It is 
estimated that 60% of seafarers are Catholic.  They need the Church and 
the Church needs them.  We are grateful for their service and grateful 
for the service of the AOS (Apostleship of the Sea) which carries out this 
special ministry in the far corners of the world.  

The Easter Message: “May the Risen Christ, the Christ of the Sea of Galilee 
abide in the minds and hearts of the seafarers of the world and in their 
families.”  AMEN

Most Reverend J. Kevin Boland
Bishop Emeritus of Savannah
Bishop Promoter, Apostleship of the Sea, USA

National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for 
Mariners and People of the Sea is May 22
The National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for Mariners and People of 
the Sea will be celebrated May 22.  The day is observed in conjunction with 
National Maritime Day in the United States of America, which has been 
celebrated since 1933 to honor those who serve as merchant mariners and 
to recognize the benefits of the maritime industry. 

Bishop Boland will celebrate a Mass in observance of Maritime Day 
on Saturday, May 18, 2013 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.  The Mass is sponsored by the 
AOS national office of the Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

Bishop J. Kevin Boland, bishop emeritus of Savannah, Georgia and 
Apostleship of the Sea (AOS) promoter, encourages dioceses to mark the 
national day by remembering the men and women of the sea in homilies 
and by including special petitions during Mass.  When Mass is celebrated 
on May 22, the text for the Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of 
the Sea, is encouraged. 

The USCCB established the National Day of Prayer and Remembrance for 
Mariners and People of the Sea in 2005 to encourage Catholics in the 
country to support, remember and pray for merchant mariners/seafarers, 
fishermen, port personnel and those in the maritime industry. 

about their rights using available educational resources 
and assist seafarers when their rights are infringed.   
As seafarers know more and more about their rights, 
so too an increase in the number of those seeking 
redress.  Maritime ministers are the go-to folks at port 
for welfare services and seafarers often trust them.  
Maritime ministers need to prepare more to respond 
appropriately.   

For many in maritime ministry who are already saddled 
with more responsibilities but less resources, their role 
in MLC 2006 implementation will add another layer to 
their work.  Needs may exceed resources.  However, 
they may look to other stakeholders in the maritime 
community to bring about cooperation and/or  need to 
recruit more volunteers to assist. 

The Convention encourages the “establishment of welfare 
boards to regularly review welfare facilities and service 
for appropriateness in light of changes in the needs of 
seafarers resulting from developments in the shipping 
industry.”  In the USA, there are existing models of some 
type of port welfare committees that may be composed 
of federal and state agencies, port authorities, maritime 
community associations, maritime ministers, union folks, 
shipping representatives and chandlers.  It is important 
that maritime ministers continue to make presence in 
such port welfare committees and where there is no 
presence, to make an effort to be part of such groups.

When maritime ministers make use of the opportunity 
that MLC 2006 offers and take action to further protect 
the rights of seafarers, justice and peace could be 
achieved.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church enunciates, “The 
common good is always oriented towards the progress 
of persons: The order of things must be subordinate to 
the order of persons, and not the other way around.  
This order is founded on truth, built up in justice, and 
animated by love.”

Pope Francis in his Easter Sunday message concluded 
by saying, “may the risen Christ guide all of you and 
the whole of humanity on the paths of justice, love  
and peace”.

Sr. Myrna Tordillo, mscs
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‘Spiritual Oasis reopens at Port of Miami’
Refurbished Stella Maris Catholic Center will serve ships’ crews and passengers

By Tom Tracy - Florida Catholic (Reprinted with permission)

PORT OF MIAMI / With its noisy parking valets, taxi drivers, shipping 
and cargo crews and rivers of excited passengers arriving for 
vacations abroad, the Port of Miami can seem like a whole city unto 
itself.

For the staff, crew and passengers arriving here on vessels at or near 
the end of their journeys it can be a vital point of intersection and 
respite after a long voyage — a place to make a phone call, check 
email, stretch the legs or simply enjoy a meal off-ship.

Now, thanks to local volunteers, donated materials and a months-
long effort to refurbish and update what has been a dormant Catholic 
chapel space, there will also be a new spiritual oasis among the 
commercial and recreational activity here. 

The Stella Maris Catholic Center for seafarers is reopening following 
several years of closure but will once again serve as a place for 
anyone at the Port of Miami — mariners and passengers alike — to find 
spirituality, conversation and helpful resources along with the Catholic 
sacraments on a regular basis.

Father Roberto Cid, the pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Miami Beach who 
has been overseeing the Stella Maris project here and who will serve 
as its director and chaplain, welcomed a small group of volunteers 
and supporters Jan. 5 for the Catholic Center’s soft opening.  The 
afternoon included tours of the facilities and a celebration of the Mass 
for supporters — and one or two Filipino mariners from a Disney cruise 
ship who wandered in to say hello.

Reopening the center has been a kind special project of St. Patrick 
Parish in terms of clergy staffing and other startup support.  Overall, 
re-establishing a Catholic presence and chapel at the area sea and 
airports has been an ongoing goal for Miami Archbishop  
Thomas G. Wenksi, according to Fr. Cid.

“The archbishop was eager to open this center and the priests at  
St. Patrick’s are helping celebrate the sacraments in cooperation with 
the Archdiocese of Miami,” he said.  After talking with the archbishop 
about the project, Father Cid first received the keys to the trailer space 
in early summer of last year. 

“From then we began to clean it up and fix the things that needed to 
be fixed and to call for volunteers to staff the place,” he said. 

Located near the Port of Miami’s Terminals F-J, the Stella Maris chapel 
is located near tennis courts and a swimming pool associated with the 
port’s Seaman's center. 

TOM TRACY | FC  Father Roberto Cid, St. Patrick’s pastor and newly appointed 
director of the Stella Maris center, chats with a crewman from a Disney cruise 
ship who stopped by on the morning of the center’s “soft opening”.

TOM TRACY | FC  The chapel of the Stella Maris Catholic Center at the Port 
of Miami has a wooden altar bearing a mariners emblem and reading 
“Apostolatus Maris” that was hand-made by a local craftsman.

FIND OUT MORE  The Stella Maris Catholic Center of the Port of Miami 
is located at the Seamen's Center, 1172 Florida Way, Port of Miami, FL 
33132.  Mass is being celebrated Saturdays and Sundays at 12:30 pm.
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The trailer space sits on property that is provided to the Miami 
Archdiocese by Dade County and has been equipped with 
new furniture, kitchen area, computers, and the chapel’s new 
appointments and sacred objects, including a custom-made resin 
image of Our Lady of the Sea that Father Cid imported from Argentina 
and which greets visitors as they enter the trailer.

Lounge furniture was donated from St. Patrick’s; four computer 
stations will be activated this month for mariner’s to stay connected 
with family and friends; and a local shipping company official donated 
security cameras. 

In the chapel, the stations of the cross were preserved from the old  
St. Francis Xavier Church in Overtown, while the wooden altar bearing 
a mariners emblem and reading Apostolatus Maris was hand-made by 
a local craftsman.  Other statues of Our Lady of Mercy and St. Joseph 
have been donated. 

Father Cid also hung in the lounge space a series of framed photos 
from the Vatican photo archives showing Pope Benedict XVI in various 
travels on or near the sea. 

Archbishop Wenski is expected to rededicate the Stella Maris Chapel 
and tour the space in late January or early February.  Volunteers are 
sought to staff the Center which is expected to operate seven days a 
week from 10 am to 4 pm.

“It was the hand of God and the intercession of St. Joseph because 
the Archbishop wants this place not only a chapel for distribution of 
the sacraments but also a welcoming center where any seafarers can 
find their home away from home, come and relax and have a cup of 
coffee and find a friendly face and some care through our volunteers 
and services,” Father Cid said. “Our main emphasis is on seafarers both 
on the cargo ships and cruise ships.”

It is also hoped that clergy would sometimes be able to visit the cargo 
ships to bring the sacraments to those who cannot come ashore due 
to immigration issues. 

On hand for the chapel’s open house were its longtime priest-
chaplain, Father Jose Paz and Sister Myrna Tordillo, MSCS, national 
director of the Apostleship of the Sea at the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, an entity which coordinates Catholic chaplaincy 
programs and spaces at seaports nationwide. 

The Catholic center at the Port of Miami was established back in 1978 
although it sometimes may have seemed like a well-kept secret, 
according to Father Paz, adding that it will take time to re-establish 
the Stella Maris presence at the port among the rotations of seafarers 
who come and go here.

“Even before I was a priest I was familiar with two big harbors in 
Spain and I attended a seminar on Apostleship in the Sea,” Father Paz 
said, adding that over the years he had an opportunity to have a rich 
ministry with seafarers in Spain, Cuba and Florida - especially in their 
time of personal need, he said.

Father Paz remembered that following an accident on a cargo ship, he 
went to bless the place and console family and coworkers.  In another 
instance years ago, he and then-Bishop Wesnki visited the crew of 
a cargo ship following an accidental death of Filipino crewmen, he 
recalled. 

“I was happy to be an instrument to help them in small ways or with 
material things because many of them are poor, and also there was 
the spiritual activity,” Father Paz said. “We had many baptisms right 
here, and there were weddings that we had for them in the local 
parishes too.”

Sister Tordillo said the Stella Maris center reopening in Miami is very 
important in terms of its role as one of the busiest seaports in the 
state of Florida.  “This is a very important port because of the shipping 
traffic here,” she said.  “There will be many seafarers who will avail 
of the services of this center and will mark an important presence of 
the archdiocese to the maritime community in terms of those who 
would like to go Mass or just relax here or access the communications 
center.”

The Stella Maris Catholic Center of the Port of Miami is at the Seamen's 
Center, 1172 Florida Way, Port of Miami, FL 33132.

For more information about the Apostleship of the Sea see:  
www.usccb.org/aos

TOM TRACY | FC  The Stations of the Cross at the Stella Maris center in the Port 
of Miami were recovered from the now closed St. Francis Xavier Church in 
Overtown.

TOM TRACY | FC  The small trailer that houses the Stella Maris Catholic Center at 
the Port of Miami has been completely refurbished.
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Florida is home to some of the nation’s busiest seaports, 
including two in South Florida which collectively play a major 
regional role in container and cruise ship terminal activity.

And as cruise lines and ocean-going ships get bigger and bigger, 
Catholic maritime ministry and chaplaincy programs are under 
pressure to keep pace with those growing passenger and 
staff needs — sometimes sharing resources in an interfaith or 
ecumenical framework.

It means local clergy and parish volunteers here are uniquely 
positioned to take part in a long and global tradition of 
Catholic outreach to mariners sometimes referred to formally as 
Apostleship of the Sea ministry. 

That takes the form of seaside chapels and Catholic welcome 
centers as well as on-ship clergy and Catholic chaplaincy 
programs which brings clergy and the sacraments — and other 
facets of church life — to travelers at sea.

Nationally, there are 50 dioceses with Maritime ports, according 
to Sr. Myrna Tordillo, MSCS, national director of the Apostleship of 
the Sea.  Sister Tordillo was in Miami recently to visit the newly-
renovated and reopened Stella Maris Catholic Center and chapel 
at the Port of Miami. 

“The majority of seafarers are Catholic,” Sister Tordillo told The 
Florida Catholic, adding that many of the 1.2 million maritime 
workers worldwide today come from Asian, Eastern Europe and 
Latin American countries.  She estimates that the Philippines is 
probably the largest country of origin for maritime crewmen.

“These are people on the move, and so if you want to talk about 
the New Evangelization, finding ways of inviting the faithful to 
participate in the life of the local church then this is the maritime 
centers,” she said. “They are really parishes without borders, and 

we can bring the Good News to the maritime community regardless of 
race, color or religion and yet it also offers the sacraments (for Catholic 
mariners).”

The three big cruise ship ports in Florida are Port Everglades on the eastern 
coast of Central Florida, Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale, and the Port of 
Miami. 

In recent years, Port Everglades, with its modern Cruise Terminal 18, has 
been described in recent years as one of the busiest cruise ship terminals 
in the world; it serves as a base for Royal Caribbean’s Oasis of the Seas, 
considered the world’s largest cruise ship capable of holding some  
6,000 passengers.

“The crews are so desperately in need for some sense of spirituality as 
they are working constantly — their faith must be challenged by being 
constantly at sea,” said Father Luis Rivera from St. Pius X Parish in Fort 
Lauderdale.  He has occasionally offered sacraments and served as a 
substitute priest-chaplain in and around Port Everglades over the years. 

Although cruises offer a time of vacation and pleasure-seeking for more 
and more travelers, Father Rivera said it is important to remember that the 
ship’s crew have family and other concerns and that passengers must treat 
them as they would want to be treated. 

“We take for granted these people are supplying a service, so a gentle 
‘thank your’ or tip are in order — the same things we would expect for 
ourselves,” he said. “And, yes, sometimes they make mistakes just like any 
of us.”

Father John McLaughlin, a retired priest in the archdioceses with a long 
affiliation with Port Everglades and specifically with Holland America Line, 
could be called the dean of cruise ship priest-chaplains in South Florida. 

Father McLaughlin has literally sailed around the world and accompanied 
passengers in their moments of joy, family celebrations and anniversaries 
and at times of sudden tragedy or loss, including the untimely death of 
a loved one — typically an elderly person taking a long journey.  Eleven 
people, he said, passed away on a 115-day cruise he was working on.

Over a period of 24 years, the cruises typically brought Father McLaughlin 
in contact with some Catholic passengers or crew who have been away 
from the church and sacraments for a time but who may wish to reach out 
to a ship chaplain in the relaxed setting at sea.

“I say to them, ’If you have been away from church a long time and you 
want to talk I will be sitting on the deck,’” Father McLaughlin said. “A lot of 
people haven’t been to confession in a long time and I tell them you will 
never see me again.  They can achieve something there that they maybe 
wouldn’t at home.”

He has gone on to tell passengers who might want counseling or to make 
a confession: “God is a very forgiving and compassionate God so whatever 
you have done in your life it is a great time to talk it out,” he said.

Father McLaughlin also rubbed shoulders with clergy from other faiths, 
including Rabbis providing Jewish services at Port Everglades and 
on the ships.  Often, they attended each other’s services and offered 
encouragement.

“It is almost like a church at sea, a floating church with a pastor,” Father 
McLaughin said. “I loved the experience and I encourage other priests to 
do that.”

TOM TRACY | FC  Posing in front of a cruise ship at the Port of Miami, from 
left: Deacon Jose "Pepe" Chirinos of St. Augustine Church in Coral Gables, 
director of business development for Crowley Shipping and a volunteer 
with the seafarers ministry; Father Roberto Cid, newly-appointed director 
of the Stella Maris Catholic Center at the Port of Miami and also pastor of 
St. Patrick Parish in Miami Beach; and Father Jose Paz, now retired, who 
headed the ministry at the port for many years while simultaneously 
serving as pastor of St. Michael Church in Miami.

FEAtuRE NEwS: Parishes without borders
More passengers, bigger cruise ships pose challenge to Apostleship of the Sea

By Tom Tracy - Florida Catholic (Reprinted with permission)
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Maritime Labor Convention – 2006
By Joe Cox, President and CEO, Chamber of Shipping of America

There is a common refrain among historians 
that reads, “the past is prologue”.  Let’s 
investigate briefly the past for the Maritime 
Labor Convention which was signed in 
2006 and comes into force this year as the 
necessary number of nations has acceded to 
the convention.

Amidst much fanfare and thanksgiving at 
the end of World War I, a world weary 
of losing treasure and lives of its young 
grasped at any opportunity to prevent 
future conflict.  Various nations from 
around the world created the League 
of Nations.  History tells us that the League failed although with one 
exception.  One of its parts, the International Labor Organization (ILO), 
survived.  In 1920, the ILO began in earnest to protect the status of the 
working man (and women!) around the world.  The basic problem in 
developing coverage over workers was the fact, obvious to even casual 
observers, that workers were located in sovereign nations.  Those 
nations were prone, as any competent nation would be, to guarding their 
authority over and responsibility for their worker nationals.  Maritime 
posed a different circumstance.  If a ship of one nation calls at the port 
of another nation, the ship becomes the workplace of the nationals of 
the port state as longshoremen clamor aboard to do their work.  Another 
thought bolstering a need for international standards was the idea that 
ships meeting lower standards of working and living conditions created 
unfair competition for ships flying the flag of nations with requirements 
that ensured an acceptable degree of living and working standards.  Due 
to these factors, the ILO started convention development by adopting 
several maritime conventions covering areas such as accommodations, 
placing of seamen, medical examination and social security.  

ILO conventions are developed in a unique tri-partite process where 
(for maritime matters) shipowners and seafarers have equal vote with 
governments.  Without getting into the arcane voting processes, in brief, 
conventions had to be acceptable to each party or the subject did not 
survive to convention status.  With a good bit of chagrin, it is noted that 
many shipowner representatives over the years tried to prevent issues 
from becoming the subject of conventions.  Equally distressing was the 
tactic of the seafarers in proposing issues that were doomed to fail with 
the embarrassment of the shipowners taking precedence over substantive 
debate.  That state of affairs was more or less the case until the latter 
part of the 1990’s when shipowners and seafarers decided to get serious 
and draft a comprehensive and enforceable convention.  Over a seven 
year period, the parties debated the substance of the convention.  At the 
conclusion of the process, the subjects of all the conventions written over 
the years, numbering sixty-five with numerous additional guidelines that 
had also been developed over the years, were absorbed into the new 
convention.  The substance of the convention is contained in five Titles.  
The first four contain the specific requirements that must be met.  They are: 

   Minimum requirements for seafarers to work on a ship.  This title 
includes rules on minimum age, medical certificates, training and 
certification and recruitment and placement. 

   Conditions of Employment.  This covers issues including 
employment agreements, wages, hours of work and rest, 
leave, repatriation, and manning levels.  

   Accommodation, recreational facilities, food and catering.  
These regulations contain specific standards that rooms must 
meet, types and amounts of food and common recreational 
rooms.

   Health protection, medical care, welfare and social security 
protection.  These requirements cover the liability of the 
shipowner to provide medical care on board and ashore, 
access to medical care available for the seafarer, accident 
prevention, and health protection mechanisms.  Social 
security is addressed although with a broad definition of 
what the term means such as sickness benefit, survivor’s 
benefit and employment injury benefit.

These substantive requirements are taken in the main from the 
existing conventions developed over the years by participants in 
the ILO process although they also include refinements discussed 
during the process.  The final Title concerns compliance and 
enforcement.  This title was intensely debated as the concept of 
enforcement was critical to the value of the convention.  There 
was little precedent for the ILO in the area of enforcement.  
Most enforcement had been left to flag states as that was 
the paradigm that existed over the many years of convention 
development at ILO.  The Maritime Labor Convention makes major 
changes in how it will be enforced.  Both flag and port states 
have responsibilities.  To reinforce the compliance aspect, the ILO 
has developed separate guidelines for both flag states and port 
states.  While the flag state has responsibilities to inspect and 
provide certificates to ships flying its flag, port states that accede 
to the convention have concurrent responsibilities to ensure that 
ships calling at its ports meet the convention standards.

In addition to the normal inspection routine expected in port 
states, the MLC allows a complaint process to be utilized.  
Seafarers must have access to a complaint procedure on board 
and they must have access to a complaint procedure extending 
ashore in the event the onboard procedure does not address 
their complaint.  Additionally, persons other than the seafarers 
involved may make complaints.  These include social, religious 
and fraternal organizations.  This latter involvement addresses 
the concern with the potential for seafarers to not report 
problems for fear of retribution.  The enforcement regime 
developed for the MLC mirrors the enforcement regimes for 
the safety at sea convention and the prevention of pollution 
conventions. 

The MLC takes the industry into uncharted waters.  Some are of 
the opinion that the regulations will be met and there will not be 
a large impact on operations.  Others speak to the unique nature 
of the MLC and expect that acceding nations will engage in robust 
enforcement which may be requested by shipowners flying 
their flag!  Whatever the immediate outcome of the convention 
coming into force, the industry now has a benchmark for working 
and living conditions.  Seafarers and right-thinking shipowners 
are the beneficiaries. 
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Injured Seafarer Outreach
By Deacon Michael Riggio, JD

As chaplains and ship visitors we often come across seafarers who share 
their story about concerns over shipboard injuries.  The injured workers 
may just be relating a story or may be actually seeking our help regarding 
what to do about their circumstances.  The most obvious case is when 
we actually transport someone to a medical facility for treatment and the 
seafarer tells a story about his or her problem stemming from a situation 
aboard the vessel.  

How do we answer questions about shipboard 
injuries and what help is available to the injured 
person?  
This article is 
intended to provide a 
basic understanding 
about U.S. laws that 
address treatment 
and care of seafarers.  
You won’t become an 
expert on maritime 
injury law by reading 
this article, but 
hopefully it will give 
you some basic information to provide the inquiring seafarer in order to 
help that person make decisions about what the maritime law provides in 
general terms.  Maybe this article might be enough information for you to 
intervene with the Master or owner or agent so as to get the proper relief 
for the injured person.  I recall a situation in Seattle shortly after I was 
assigned to the Catholic Seafarers’ Center where a cruise ship crewman 
needed transport to a nearby hospital for a diagnostic surgical procedure.  
The medical facility required that the patient have a caregiver available to 
drive him “home” after the medical procedure since he was to be sedated 
and couldn’t drive afterwards.  Our driver agreed to be available to pick up 
the crewmember to return him to the ship afterwards.  Unfortunately, the 
ship advised us at the Center that they would not allow the crewmember 
back aboard the ship that was due to leave port soon after the medical 
procedure.  The ship advised us not to return the crewmember to the ship 
since he wouldn’t be able to assume his duties.  They abandoned him 
and said immigration would be notified that he was left ashore without 
documentation as a foreign national!  We intervened with the ship and the 
local agent explaining the ship’s duty regarding the crewmember (which, I 
expect, the ship and its agent knew full well what that duty was anyway) 
and the ship allowed the crewmember aboard to make the sailing.  The 
sailor emailed us from the next port thanking us for preventing him from 
being stranded in a strange city without proper documentation facing 
deportation.  You may have faced similar situations because, as we all 
know too well, the life of seafarers is difficult, arduous, and dangerous.  
Coupled with language barriers, it is often the case that the seafarer feels 
alone and abandoned.  Our mission is to help when able.

A basic understanding of the maritime law may be of some help.  In this 
article I intend to discuss briefly three areas of maritime law impacting 
injured seafarers.  Needless to say, maritime law can be complex and this 
article cannot talk about the many nuances and circumstances impacting 
seafarers.

Maintenance, Cure and unearned wages
The first major area of concern is maintenance, cure and 
unearned wages.  This topic is a good beginning.  Every seafarer 
who becomes ill or injured during employment, regardless of 
any fault, is entitled to maintenance, cure and unearned wages 
as a matter of right.  “Maintenance” is the reasonable expense 
of room and board while ashore until the seafarer is fit for duty.  
“Cure” is the amount of the reasonable medical expenses for 
treatment.  Finally, “Unearned wages” are the amount one would 
have received if not sick or injured, to the end of the voyage, 
or the “season” he/she was employed.  These humanitarian 
remedies stem from ancient codes that required the employer to 
provide suitable quarters, provisions and medical care aboard the 
vessel and also when a crewmember was placed ashore during 
convalescence.  These basic obligations carryon still to aid today’s 
seafarers.

the Jones Act
Next, maritime law provides for protection beyond maintenance, 
cure and unearned wages when a seafarer’s injury (or death) 
is caused by the negligence (the failure to meet the standard 
of care under the circumstances) of the seafarer’s employer 
or a fellow employee.  A Federal law known as the Jones Act 
provides that a seafarer can recover monetary damages from the 
employer above and beyond the remedies of maintenance, cure 
and unearned wages.  Those damages include compensation for 
all past and future loss of income, expenses of medical care, pain 
and suffering and disability.  I cannot overstate the importance of 
the Jones Act to seafarers.  That law provides for compensation 
for the injured seafarer beyond the basics of maintenance, cure 
and unearned wages.  Most shore-based employees, i.e., the 
average non-maritime worker, cannot pursue a claim against 
his/her employer for pain and suffering compensation.  That 
is because of state worker compensation laws that prohibit 
pursuing the employer.  Being able to pursue a claim for pain and 
suffering against the employer is a 
huge benefit of the maritime law.

unseaworthiness
The last topic of this discussion 
regards the doctrine of 
Unseaworthiness.  The vessel and the 
operator owe a duty to the seafarer 
to provide a  “seaworthy vessel,” 
defined as a vessel, crew and equipment reasonably fit for the 
vessel’s intended purpose.  If it is determined that injury or 
death is caused by the unseaworthiness of the vessel, again the 
damages are recovery for loss of income, medical expenses, pain 
and suffering and disability (similar to the remedies under the 
Jones Act).  As one might easily guess, the issue of seaworthiness 
is quite complicated and beyond the scope of this article.  

There you have it: a very basic primer of maritime law concepts 
as they relate to seafarers.  I expect you might have more 
questions than answers at this point.  That’s fair.  Perhaps future 
article in this publication can answer some of your questions.   
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two Legislative Concerns for AOS uSA
By Fr. Sinclair Oubre, JCL, President, AOS USA 

Concern One: Recently, the USCG invited 
comment on Navigation and Vessel Inspection 
Circular (NVIC) No. New-13 regarding guidance 
implementing the Maritime Labour Convention, 
2006, for US-flagged vessels.  As president of 
AOS USA, I submitted following comment.

The ratification of the Maritime Labour 
Convention 2006 has been a high priority for 
all those engaged in seafarer welfare.  By 
finally establishing a baseline for the living and 

working conditions of seafarers that is enforceable by the flag state and 
port state control, substandard shipping companies will find it much more 
difficult operating in their traditional manner.

As recently as this past November, the worldwide Catholic maritime ministry 
recommitted itself to working for the ratification of the MLC 2006.  At the 
XXIII World Congress of the Apostleship of the sea, more than 400 delegates 
adopted the following position in its final document, New Evangelization in 
the maritime world - New ways and means to proclaim the Good News:

“We ask for the grace of God to help us to... Be effective advocates for the 
people of the sea in political and legislative forums at international and 
national levels as we cooperate with social partners to ensure the proper 
implementation of MLC 2006 and the ratification of ILO 188, without delay.”

The proposed NVIC can only be seen as a stop gap effort until the United 
States Senate ratifies the MLC 2006.  However, we have grave concerns 
that the NVIC will cause attention to be drawn to only making the vessels 
compliant with the MLC 2006 for the purpose of foreign port state control.  
If this were to occur, a number of important sections of the MLC 2006 may 
well go unenforced once full ratification occurs. 

This very scenario occurred when the United States ratified ILO 147.  The 
Coast Guard developed its regulations for port state control inspections, 
but the Department of Labor never developed its own regulations relating 
to wage issues.  This meant that the seafarers on an Italian-flagged bulker, 
who recently called at the Port of Beaumont, Texas, and who had not been 
paid in three to six months, were unable to appeal the Department of 
Labor’s Wage & Hour Division for assistance in recovery of their wages, in 
spite of the US being a signatory to ILO 147.

The seafarer welfare community is very concerned that the United States 
Government will let non-vessel related sections of the MLC 2006 be brushed 
aside or not developed into regulatory policies since these sections can’t 
be inspected by port state control when US-flagged vessels call in foreign 

ports.  This is especially a concern for Regulation 4.4: Access to 
shore-based welfare facilities Purpose: To ensure that seafarers 
working on board a ship have access to shore-based facilities 
and services to secure their health and well-being.

It is very important to the seafarer welfare community to know 
how the US’ voluntary compliance or their full compliance will 
take place to meet the requirements of:

   Standard 4.4.1 that seafarer welfare facilities are available 
for use by all seafarers

   Standard 4.4.2 that the US government will promote the 
development of seafarer welfare facilities;

   Standard 4.4.3 that the US government shall encourage 
welfare boards.

The MLC 2006 has a great deal of flexibility, however, it does 
not give ratifying countries the right to pick and choose which 
regulations it wishes to enforce, and which one it chooses 
to ignore.  Article 1.1 makes this clear: “Each Member which 
ratifies this Convention undertakes to give complete effect to its 
provisions in the manner set out in Article VI in order to secure 
the right of all seafarers to decent employment.”

In the rush to make sure that our vessels do not come under 
unnecessary scrutiny by port state control officials after August 
20, 2013, I am very concerned that the past may be repeated, 
and seafarer welfare facilities will be shoved aside to meet the 
conventions standards through their own limited resources.

Concern two: Immigration Reform

All three branches of the federal government are making signs 
that immigration reform will be a top legislative topic.  Much 
time and energy will be expended in developing laws and 
policies to assist undocumented people in legalizing their 
US-status.  However, since we are involved with immigration 
reform, strong efforts should also be made to fix the unjust 
immigration policies that we impose on seafarers who are 
legally, and whom we have invited here in the course of their 
work.  Reform of the D-1 visa process, more just policies in 
processing seafarers in and out of airports, and flexibility in 
handling seafarers who fall afoul of the 29-day rule would be 
good starts.  As Keith Gessen points out in his December 24,  
2012 New Yorker article, that since 9/11 “... the United States 
abrogated centuries of international practice by severely 
restricting foreign seafarers’ ability to go ashore.  The crew 
states, ‘The only country as restrictive as the U.S.,’ they said , 
‘was Saudi Arabia.’”

In the meantime, feel free to email me with any immediate questions and hopefully I can answer.  The best we can hope to do for our injured 
brothers and sisters on the waterfront (future articles will address longshore and harbor workers, fishers and other folks we meet in our mission) 
is to provide information.  Maybe the best we can accomplish is to lend an ear, provide some basic information and then put them in touch with 
local experts to fully evaluate each situation.  Most importantly, we can pray for all the folks in need we come across.

Deacon Mike Riggio is Stella Maris Center Director in Seattle.  He is a retired Navy officer having been a fighter pilot, attorney, and military judge in the US Navy.  
As a civilian attorney he has handled maritime and admiralty cases.  To contact him by email: office@catholicseafarercenter.org  

Injured Seafarer Outreach  Continued from page 8.
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AOS New Orleans
By Deacon Patrick Dempsey 

Stella Maris Center Co-Director

Stella Maris continues to provide for the spiritual, 
emotional and physical needs of the seafarers from 
around the world and the local maritime and fishing 
industry.  The ministry is carried out both at the 
Center which is located in Destrehan, LA along the 
Mississippi River and by boarding ships anchored at 
the docks along the 60 miles of river throughout 
the metropolitan New Orleans area.  Our staffing 
consists of four deacons and two volunteers.  The 
majority of our time is dedicated to transporting the 
Seafarers to the different shopping areas in the area 
and to return them to the ships.

To try to maximize our efforts we work in concert 
with the other Maritime Centers in the  
New Orleans area to provide coverage for the 
whole river between the mouth of the Mississippi 
to past Reserve, LA.  We meet monthly as a group 
for collaboration and fellowship.  We also include 
maritime lawyers, ship agents, the ITF and the 
Coast Guard in our monthly meetings along with 
the maritime ministry personnel from the Gonzales-
Baton Rouge, LA area.  These meetings are a good 
example of the liaison, cooperation and feedback to 
help serve the seafarers even better in the future.  
Our Maritime Sunday service with Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond was attended by all our maritime 
ministry partners with participation from the Port  
of New Orleans personnel, the Port Captain of  
New Orleans, and the Commander of the 8th Coast 
Guard District.  The Archbishop noted in his homily 
that the maritime ministry in New Orleans was an 
excellent example of not only collaboration among 
the different groups but of Ecumenism bringing 
Christ to the seafarer.

We have been blessed to have the support of 
the local Filipino community who sponsors an 
annual Christmas party which we hold at the 
Global Maritime Ministry, one of our maritime 
ministry partners due to its central location.  They 
provide Christmas gifts and food for the party of 
seafarers who are in port at that time.  It provides 
the seafarers a chance to get off the ship and in 
particular for the Filipino seafarers to eat some 
native food and enjoy the native music and 
fellowship.

In a couple of months we will commemorate the 
3rd anniversary of the BP oil spill where Stella Maris 
collaborated with  Catholic Charities in providing 
pastoral counseling and a presence in their centers 
set up in three locations for the affected fishermen, 
oystermen and their families for over six months. 
Many of these families still suffer the effects of that 
traumatic experience.

Continuing Education: Learn Apply teach
For five weeks, spanning over three months (February, March, and April), Fr. Bob F. 
Higgins, Port Chaplain of Charleston and Diocesan Representative to the Apostleship 
of the Sea, participated in an intensive STUDY / WORK / TEACH program of ministry 
to seafarers that transported him through several great bodies of water: the Gulf of 
Mexico, the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, and the Caribbean.  The journey began on 
Sunday, February 17, 2013 with a trip to the Port of Houston, Texas, and concluded 
on Sunday, April 6, 2013 right back at his home port of Charleston, South Carolina, 
with a flight from Saint Thomas, United States Virgin Islands.

The first two week leg of the journey from Sunday, February 17 through Friday, 
March 1, Fr. Bob participated in the Houston Maritime Ministry Training Program 
offered in and around the Port of Houston by the Houston International Seafarer’s  
Center (HISC) with presentors from North American Maritime Ministry Association , 
Apostleship of the Sea, AOSUSA, SCI among others. 

This was a follow up and refresher course to his first exposure and venture into 
Seafarers’ Ministry, when in the summer of 1998, in an internship program at the 
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) at the Port of New York and New Jersey run by the 
Episcopal Church, he was introduced to the ministry.  It is fair to say that is when he 
got the bug.  He was bitten.  That is when his true love for the ministry and working 
with seafarers began.  Fr. Bob has been ministering to seafarers ever since, for 
fifteen years.

Fr. Bob is quoted as saying, “Attending the Houston School was priceless.  I learned  
a great amount of new, practical, tangible, and concrete information and was 
reminded of so much that I had already forgotten.  I highly recommend it to 
everyone and anyone who is involved in working with seafarers.  When put into 
practice, I know this will raise the level of ministry”.

Greetings from the 
Ports of Los Angeles/
San Pedro and  
Long Beach, California

Fr. Freddie Chua

I am Fr. Freddie Chua, the new AOS Chaplain at 
the Stella Maris Seafarers Center in San Pedro, California.  I took over from Fr. Henry 
H. Hernando, who retired from the ministry last June 2012, and is now doing part-
time Chaplain ministry for the U.S. Naval Base in Seattle, WA.

I am of Filipino-Chinese descent, born and reared in Manila, Philippines.  In 1990, 
after working for three years as a certified public accountant in the Philippines, 
I came to California seeking for a greener pasture.  Little did I knew that this 
"seeking" would lead me to a different calling, to be a "fisher of men."  I entered  
St. John's Seminary in Camarillo in 1993 and was ordained to the priesthood in 1998.

My first assignment was at St. Anthony in Long Beach, situated 6 blocks away 
from the Pacific Ocean and close to the port.  In my four years there, I had the 
opportunity to minister to seafarers on two occasions.  First, I was asked to go 
onboard Sea Launch Co., a Long Beach-based venture that launches rockets at sea 
from a floating platform, to celebrate Eucharist during the Christmas octave; the 
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Continuing Education: Learn Apply teach

The second two week leg of his journey from Saturday, March 2 
through Sunday, March 17, under the direction of the Apostleship of 
the Sea of the United States of America, Fr. Bob put his newfound / 
refreshed knowledge into practice as the chaplain on the Celebrity 
Millennium cruise ship which traveled from Singapore to Hong Kong, 
China.  Fr. Bob wanted to make this trip, to enhance his knowledge 
about the cultures of so many of the men and women that work in 
the shipping industry.  He also gained valuable knowledge about Viet 
Nam, which is helpful to him and his patients in his hospital ministry 
with our Veterans.

On the third and final leg of the trip from Friday, March 29 through 
Saturday, April 6, Fr. Bob shared his experience and knowledge 
of seafarers’ ministry with other port chaplains and aspiring port 

chaplains throughout the Caribbean, when he was able to answer 
a last minute emergency call for help, in search of a priest to be 
the chaplain on the Holland America Eurodam.  Fr. Bob is quoted as 
saying, “I am so grateful to all of the good teachers that I have had 
throughout my life, who have shared their knowledge and helped 
me to grow into the person that I am.  It is said that the best way to 
compliment someone is to imitate them.  With that, I have tried to the 
best of my ability to share my knowledge of ministry to seafarers with 
others, in hopes that they too will build up the BODY OF CHRIST by 
caring for the people of the sea."

Fr. Bob Higgins and the Apostleship of the Sea are extremely grateful 
to Bishop Robert E. Guglielmone of the Diocese of Charleston, South 
Carolina, for his vision and generosity of heart in sharing his valuable 
resources with the rest of the world.  Bishop Guglielmone truly has a 
good understanding of what it means to be a missionary.  He exhibits 
solidarity with our Holy Father, Pope Francis, in providing for the poor 
and the “least of my people”.

May this most recent education and experience that Fr. Higgins has 
gained be used to strengthen his vocation and reinforce the ministry 
to seafarers, in and throughout the Port of Charleston, South Carolina. 

Rev. Fr. Robert (Bob) F. Higgins, a priest of the Diocese of Charleston, 
South Carolina, is also the State Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus, 
and Chaplain to the Ralph H. Johnson V.A. Medical Center.  Always 
looking for new and innovative ways to better his ministry, Fr. Bob 
encourages and welcomes advice and suggestions.  Please contact 
him at: The Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist, 120 Broad Street, 
Charleston, South Carolina, 29401, 843-540-7676, rfdh78@hotmail.com

second was to console the crew of a commercial cargo ship when a 
crew member died while at sea.  The mostly Filipino crew wanted to 
have Mass onboard for the deceased, as well as have the whole living 
quarters of the ship blessed.  It was those two encounters that stuck 
to my mind that this was something I would like to do in the future.  
Ten years and four assignments later, I came back to the water front 
as the new Archdiocesan Director of Maritime Ministry.  On the 1st of 
July 2012, I showed up at Mary Star of the Sea.

There are two areas of Maritime ministry here in Los Angeles/Long 
Beach, the leisure and the commercial shipping side.  I started with 
the cruise ships.  There was a small rented space at the World Cruise 
Terminal in San Pedro.  With the season starting in September, it gave 
me time to refurbish and improve the Stella Maris Center with fresh 
paint on the wall, new donated furnishings and a new lay-out for the 
Chapel, the heart of the center.  I engaged the help of Father Henry's 
seasoned volunteers as well as recruited new ones to be part of this 
parish ministry.  Fresh blood and vibrant energy came to the Stella 
Maris Center and we welcomed our first seafarers in mid-September.  
We received an average of 5 to 10 visitors on cruise ships days.  The 
small number reflects the reduced number of cruise ships calling 
on our port, first brought about by the weak economy and then the 
much publicized violence and drug cartel problems in parts of Mexico. 
Regardless, we welcomed the crew members with great joy and 
fraternity.  We provided them access to phones, computers, Wi-Fi's and 
a comfortable place to relax.  A good number of the men and women 
always joined us for Eucharist.  As they become at ease with the 

volunteers, they opened up more with their stories, their concerns, 
working long hours, and their interactions with each other onboard.  
Many leave behind a family and deal with the loneliness of separation 
from their loved ones.  The quick turnover of the passengers going 
off and on board also present another challenge for the crew.  This 
meant that at least half of the kitchen, restaurant, housekeeping and 
other crew have to stay onboard to accommodate the transition of 
passengers; and they have to take turns for shore leave.  This is where 
the ministry's presence and affirmation comes into play, to assure 
them that they are important not only for their labor but for who they 
are, individuals deserving of dignity and respect for they are children 
of God.

With the Stella Maris Center in full operation, I now focus on the 
commercial side of the ministry.  Just last March, I have completed the 
Houston Maritime Ministry Training program in Texas.  There, I learned 
the different aspects of ministering to the seafarers who manned 
the cargo, container, bulk, RO-RO, etc. that comprises the bulk of the 
maritime industry.  I went on my first ship visit, climbed the steep 
gang way and maneuvered the cramped spaces onboard.  The best 
part of those two weeks was to meet the many chaplains and other 
ministers already doing good works for the ministries.  Their passion 
and commitment were contagious and encouraging for a newbie 
like me.  They showed the heart of the "Fisherman" who asked His 
followers to cast down their net in the deep.  I pray that I too will 
hear that call again and again as I begin casting my net in the great 
blue yonder of the Pacific.  ALL ABOARD.
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