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Your Beatitude:
It was with great sorrow that we learned of the most recent manifestation of hatred and
religious intolerance in the Holy Land. The arson and wanton vandalism at the Cistercian
monastery in Latroun in the early hours of September 4, 2012 is reprehensible. Reports have
indicated that this attack may have been politically motivated in retaliation to a recent decision to
close an Israeli settlement in the West Bank.
We appreciate the question that was raised in the Declaration of the Assembly of Catholic
Ordinaries of the Holy Land: “Why are Christians again the target? What is going on in Israeli
society today that permits Christians to be scapegoated and targeted by these acts of violence?”
We join in your call to Israeli authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice and “to ensure a
‘teaching of respect’ in schools” so as to put an end to acts of discrimination, intimidation and
violence.
In our Christmas 2011 letter to Your Beatitude, we expressed prayerful solidarity for all
persecuted persons, but “in a particular way to our brothers and sisters in Christ who are
suffering in the region of our Savior’s birth.” We realize that this is yet another cross the
Christians in the Holy Land have been forced to bear. We are encouraged that some prominent
Jewish leaders in Israel, the United States and throughout the world have condemned the
offensive, anti-Christian graffiti and damage done to the monastery in Latroun. Our prayers
continue to be with you in this trying time as we continue to hope that dialogue and
understanding involving all parties in the Holy Land will triumph over division and intolerance.
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