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COMMUNIQUE : In a declaration, the Assembly of Catholics Ordinaries of the Holy Land,
after anti-Christian Grafitti in Latrun is asking : ” What is going on in Israeli society today that
permits Christians to be scapegoat and targeted by these acts of violence? “

Jerusalem, September 4, 2012

Declaration of the Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries of the
Holy Land
Why are Christians again the target?
The Christian community awoke this morning, Tuesday, September 4, 2012, to discover with
horror that once again it is the target of forces of hatred within Israeli society. In the early hours
of the morning, the door of the Cistercian (Trappist) monastery in Latroun was burned and antiChristian graffiti was sprayed on the walls.
The monks of Latroun have dedicated their lives to prayer and hard work. The monastery is
visited by hundreds of Jewish Israelis each week and they are received with love and warmth by
the monks. A number of the monks have learned Hebrew and promote mutual understanding
and reconciliation between Jews and Christians, according to the teachings of the Catholic
Church.
Sadly, what happened in Latroun is only another in a long series of attacks against Christians and
their places of worship. What is going on in Israeli society today that permits Christians to be
scapegoat and targeted by these acts of violence? Those who sprayed their hateful slogans,
expressed their anger at the dismantlement of the illegal Jewish settlements in the West
Bank. But why do they vent this anger against Christians and Christian places of
worship? What kind of “teaching of contempt” for Christians is being communicated in their
schools and in their homes? And why are the culprits not found and brought to justice?
This morning, the Christians in Israel are asking many questions as they grieve and seek
consolation and assurances. The time has come for the authorities to act to put an end to this
senseless violence and to ensure a “teaching of respect” in schools for all those who call this land
home.
“Which of you desires life, and covets many days to enjoy good?
Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.”
(Psalm 34:12-14)
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