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Archbishop Hughes Makes Report to
the General Assembly

he Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism,
made an oral report to the bishops of the United States
gatheredintheir fall General Assembly. Thereport had two parts. The
first part wasareport on the National Adult Catechism project. The
second part focused on concerns members of the Committee have
about some high school texts currently in usein the United States. The
substance of hisreports follows here.

On November 10, 2003, Archbishop Alfred Hughes, the chair of

National Adult Catechism

Asmany of you may remember, we had originally hopedto
present that text to you at this General Assembly for your approval.
However, we consider thistoo important an effort to rushit. Many of
you have made good recommendationsthat we want to take very
seriously. So, instead, we want to make a brief progress report to you
and indicate future steps.

At theoutset, | would liketo thank those bishopswho are serving
on the Editorial Oversight Board for this significant project: Bishop
DonadWuerl, who servesas chair, Archbishop William Levada,
Archbishop Daniel Buechlein, Bishop William Lori, Bishop Richard
Malone and Bishop Gabino Zavala. They continuetowork onthis
project in an exemplary manner. Bishop Wuerl had intended to make
this portion of the report but he had to return to Pittsburgh to celebrate
thefuneral of Father Ronald L awler who hasworked so closely with
Bishop Wuerl in his catechetical ministry.
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Catechism Update

You may recall that in June of 2000, the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the
Catechism proposed that the bishops undertake the devel opment of anational adult catechism.
Thisproposal was enthusiastically endorsed and the Catechism Committee was given oversight
of the project. During the summer of 2000, Archbishop Buechlein, who wasthen the chair of
the Catechism Committee, established the Editorial Oversight Board to supervise and guide
the devel opment of adraft text.

Thefirst task of the Editorial Oversight Board set for itself wasthe creation of adraft
outline aswell astheidentification of the structure of the text and of an approach to how the
text would be developed. In January of 2001, aconsultation took place on the proposed
structure and outline for the National Adult Catechism. Response was significantly positive.
Based on theresults of the consultation, the outline wasfinalized and the writing of adraft
began in June of 2001.

Upon completion of the first draft, tentatively named the National Adult Catechismfor
identification purposes, the text was sentin May of 2002 to all U.S. bishopsfor asix-month
consultation/review. Bishopswere asked to comment on thetext’s approach and structure as
well asits content.

A large number of the responses showed overwhel ming support for both the structure
and the approach of thetext. Respondentsto the consultation praised the desireto makethe
catechism both an invitation to explore the faith and a source of information about the faith.

The structure that received overwhelming support consists of astory reflective of the
experience of thefaith in our country, as exposition of the faith which essentially followsthe
outline of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and finally areflection on elementsin our
current culture that challengethefaith. Many of the specific comments on the content served
to help reshape parts of thetext. For example, the doctrinal summariesthat now appear in the
text came about as aresult of suggestions received form the consultation of the first written
draft.

Revision of the National Adult Catechism based on the consultation responses took
place through the winter and spring of 2003. The past summer, anew draft wassenttoall U.S.
bishopsin preparation for the possibility of presenting the text for avote of approval at this
General Assembly. However, thelarge number of individual suggestions submitted by the
bishops over the summer proved impossibleto processin time enough to be able to prepare a
final draft and get it to you for your review in anticipation of thismeeting. Therefore, the
decision was made to postpone the presentation of the National Adult Catechism until
November of next year. Thisisnecessary since the June meeting isnot a business meeting.

We have decided to put the extratime to good use. Once the changes suggested in the
most recent consultation have been implemented, the draft will be submitted to athorough
review by membersof the Editorial Oversight Board, the draft writer, catechetical staff and a
theological editor who has been asked to review the text not only to tighten theol ogical
language and seeto its consistent use throughout but al so to identify termswhich should be
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clearly explained or defined in thetext. Theteam will work to review the entiretext for
consistency and accuracy.

The new timeline callsfor completion of al editorial tasks by March of 2004. The draft
will then bereviewed again by the Bishopswho serve on the Editorial Oversight Board and
then by the bishops on the Catechism Committee. Once thesetwo groups have signed off on
thethird, and, hopefully, final draft, thetext will once again be sent to all of you next spring,
allowing sufficient timefor review prior to next November’s meeting.

The members of the Catechism Committee are extremely grateful to Bishop Wuerl and
to all the bishopswho have contributed over the yearsto this project, not only those serving on
the Editorial Board, but also all those who have taken the timeto read the draft and offer
comments and suggestions. We value that because we truly want this National Adult
Catechismto be something we can al make our own and encourage peopleto use.

Concerns About Some High School Texts

The second topic on which | want to report to you concernsthe state of high school
catechetical materialsin usein our country. Morethan two yearsago, Archbishop Buechlein,
at that time the chair of the Catechism Committee, stood here before you to report on the
study which the Catechism Committee had done concerning the feasibility of the bishops
undertaking the devel opment of our own national catechetical series. At that time, Archbishop
Buechlein reported that we had come to the conclusion that there was no need for such a
series on the elementary agelevel. He said that publishers of catechetical materialsfor
elementary school age children had been working with us effectively in creating good
materialswhich authentically reflect the teaching of the Church asfound in the Catechism.
Happily, | can report that this situation continues.

You might remember that in the same report, Archbishop Buechlein said that the
situation on the high school level wasdifferent. At that point, June of 2001, relatively few
texts had been submitted to the Catechism Committee for conformity review and so it was
hard to judge. Archbishop Buechlein said that, for thisreason, the Committee had decided to
reserve judgment about the need for anational serieson the high school level in the hope that
publishersof high school age materials might begin working morewith usin the devel opment
of texts.

First, please let me makeit clear that my purpose in speaking to you today isnot yet to
recommend that we develop anational high school series. We are still reserving judgment on
that point. The June 2001 report, which, to be honest, we hoped woul d encourage high school
publishersto submit more materials, did do exactly that. Inthelast two and one half years, the
Catechism Committee has conducted more than twenty-five reviews of individual high school
catechetical texts. Our experience in conducting these reviews has made clear to ustwo
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important points. Thefirst isthat the high school catechetical publishers continueto work
with usto create high school religion texts which arein conformity to the Catechism. The
second isthat the working rel ationship between the Committee and some high school
publishers has not yet born asmuch fruit aswe had hoped.

If you wereto have the most recent Catechism Update in front of you, you would
quickly recognizethat there are few high school textsin the conformity listing. At thispoint,
we have not been able to grant adeclaration of conformity to any one complete high school
seriesfrom any of the major publishers whose texts are most frequently used in this country.
Over the past two and one half years, closeto two-thirds of the conformity reviewswe have
conducted on high school catechetical materials have ended with the judgment that the
materialswere not only inadequate for conformity, but aso could not be amended and
therefore needed to be re-written. What causes us great concern isthat many of the materials
found to beinadequate are still in wide use throughout the country.

You may ask: what are some examples of deficiencieswe have found?

Some of the texts found to be inadequate are relativistic in their approach to the Church
and tofaith. Students, for instance, are easily led to believe that onereligion or churchisas
good as another and that the Catholic Churchisjust one church among many equals. Thereis
often ablurring between the Catholic Church and other Christian ecclesial communities. Our
young people are not learning what it meansto say that the sole Church of Christ subsistsin
the Catholic Church or the true ecumenical teaching of our Church.

In many of thetexts, we have found that thereis an effort to state clearly the doctrine
and Church teaching. Unfortunately, thisdoctrine and Church teaching is sometimes
introduced with aformulasuch as* Catholicsbelievethisor that . . .” Thistentative language
givestheimpression that the teaching isjust one legitimate opinion among othersrather than a
matter of truth. Unfortunately, we find numerousinstances of thisproblem. Our young people
arenot learning that what we know and believeis based on objective truth revealed to usby
God.

The sacramental theol ogy which our young people are being taught isalso often
seriously flawed. In sometextsthey aretaught that the sacramentswere instituted over an
extended period of timewith theimplication that they can still be changed. Often, the
sacraments are presented as away to celebrate special momentsin lifeand not asaprivileged
moment of encounter with Christ. Thedistinctiverole of the priest may be sidelined or even
ignored. Our young people are sometimes being taught that it isthe community who baptizes
or who confectsthe Eucharist. They may betold the variouswaysinwhich Jesusis present
during liturgy without aclear statement that heis present in the Eucharist in aunique and
specia way. They may betaught that the sacramental power to forgive sinsand anoint the sick
was once shared by all thefaithful. In sometexts, the teaching about the Church’s prohibition
on the question of the ordination of women isambiguous or even misleading. 1n somelessons
on the Sacrament of Marriage, they are being exposed to language which makesreferenceto
partnersrather than man and woman or husband and wife.
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Since the Catechism Committee first identified common deficiencies in presentations
on morality, there have been evident strides. Topicssuch asgrace, sin, conscience and the
formation of conscience now appear in almost every text dealing with moral issues. However,
there are still some troubling concerns. For instance, there seems to be areluctance to name
premarital or extramarital intercourseassin. The students may be encouraged to avoid
premarital intercourse in order to escape consegquences such as pregnancy or disease, not
because such actionsaresinful. Similarly, practicesof virtue and goodness may be
encouraged in order to make theworld and one’slife better. The relationship between the
moral lifein thisworld and in the life to come is often not treated. Moreover, moral teaching,
likefaith teaching, may be presented using tentative language, implying that morality isa
matter of opinion and personal choice.

Other problemswhich commonly recur include astudied avoidance of reveal ed proper
names or personal pronounsfor the Personsin the Blessed Trinity. Thisleadsto aninaccurate
understanding of the divine nature of the Personsof the Trinity aswell astheir unity with each
other and their proper relations. Some of the texts, in trying to avoid masculine titles or
pronouns for the Persons of the Trinity, speak of the Father only as God and then speak of
Jesuswithout noting his Sonship or divinity, creating animplication that Jesusis somehow
different from God or even somehow lessthan God. The Christology intexts may be
unbal anced with an overemphasi s on the humanity of Jesus at the expense of hisdivinity.
Sometimes the treatment of the Holy Spirit iseither missing or flawed. We have seen
numerous instances in which the third Person of the Trinity isreferred to as*the Spirit of
God” or “God's Spirit” which could suggest that the Holy Spirit is somehow lessthan God.

Theinterpretation of Sacred Scripturetendsto rely almost exclusively on the historical
critical method and does not generally draw on therich patristic and spiritual interpretationin
the Church. Theimplicationisthat the Scripturesare, to alarge degree, merely human texts.
Thedivineroleisusually stated, but often then obscured in the way inwhich Scripture
passagesaretreated. Insomeinstances, miraclesare explained away asordinary phenomena,
not of supernatural origin. We have even seen some of the miracles of Jesus explained asa
result of lucky timing!

The approach to Church often overemphasizestherole of the community. Theideal
Church is sometimes presented in such away that the student would beled to believethat we
should live without reference to the role of the hierarchy in the Church.

In general, the high school texts are strong in their emphasis on the social mission of
the Church and the moral responsibility that Catholicshaveinthisarea. Thesocia teaching,
however, isnot always grounded in the Divineinitiative of the Holy Spirit or related to
personal moral teaching or to eschatological redlities.
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Thisismerely asampling of the kinds of problemsthat have aroused serious concerns
for the bishops serving on the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of the Catechism. | want
to emphasize that the Committee members are not saying that every high school religion book
is problematic, but there are anumber of doctrinally deficient textsthat are still being widely
used supposedly to educate and form our young peoplein thefaith. The bishop members of
the Committee, Bishop Donald Wuerl, Bishop Robert Banks, Bishop Daniel DiNardo, Bishop
Leonard Blair and Bishop George L ucas, aswell asArchbishop Buechleinwho servesasa
consultant, have asked meto speak in their namein acquainting you with these grave concerns
about some high school texts commonly in usetoday. We urge you to require, whenever
possible, that catechetical texts approved for use within your diocese carry adeclaration of
conformity to the Catechism. We have a so asked the Committee on Catechesisto consider
the devel opment of national doctrinal guidelinesfor catechetical texts on the secondary level.
Asyou heardin Archbishop Buechlein’searlier report, that Committee has accepted that
chargeand ismoving forward with the effort. I1nthe meantime, we onthe Catechism
Committee will continue to work as best we can with high school publishersto develop
catechetical material sthat teach the faith accurately and completely.

Suggestions for Reading Conformity Listing:

Verify copyright date—an edition in use may not be an edition found to be in conformity.

Verify title and edition—e.g., a School text may carry a conformity declaration while its Parish

counterpart does not.

ST= student text TM= teacher manual CM= catechist manual
BL=bilingual = S=School P=Parish S/P= single edition applicable to both

S&P= two separate editions, both found to be in conformity
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Conformity Listing of Catechetical Texts and Series

As of December |, 2003 the following texts and series have been found to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Apostolate for Family Consecration

onsecration in [ruth ©200 d S 8
The Apostolate’s Family Catechism ©2003 ST, I-12

Catholic Social Teaching: Learning and Living Justice ©2001 ST high school
Encountering Jesus in the New Testament © 2003 ST high school
Our Sacramental Life: Living and Worshiping

in Christ © 2003 ST high school
Send Out Your Spirit © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM high school sac. prep.
The Church: Our Story ©1999 ST high school
Your Life in Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality ©2001 ST high school
Benziger Family Life ©2001 (3rd printing or later) STs K-8
Christ Jesus, The Way!, S&P © 2003 STs, doctrinal content of CMand TMs ~ K-6
Come Follow Me, S/P ©1998 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8
Share the Joy ©1997 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Brightstar Publishing

Light of the World ©1996(TM/1-3) ©1997(4-6) student booklets, ages 9-13

doctrinal content of TMs
C.R. Publications
Catholicism Series ©1996-1997 STs, doctrinal content of TMs high school

Foundation for the Family
The New Corinthians Curriculum ©1996 teacher curriculum guide, K-8
parent-to-child guide

Harcourt Religion Publishers

Call to Faith, P ©2005 ST -6

Celebrating Our Faith: Confirmation ©2000 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.

Celebrating Our Faith: Reconciliation & Eucharist ©2000 English STs, BL STs, sacramental prep.
doctrinal content of TMs

Celebrating Our Faith: Recondiliation & Eucharist, English ST, BL ST, sacramental prep.

Level Il ©2002 doctrinal content of TM

Growing in Love ©200 STs (3-8), student lessons (K-2) K-8

Journey Through the Old Testament ©2002 ST high school

Walking By Faith, S/P ©1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Faith and Life © 1984-1987 STs, doctrinal content of TMs -8

Faith and Life © 2002 (grades |-2), © 2003 (grades 3-8) STs, doctrinal content of TMs 1-2,3-8

Image of God © 1986-1993 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8, Confirmation,
and resource books Mass Books

Leaflet Missal Company
» G Q0O
Legionaries of Christ

e Treasure of My Catholic Faith ©

Friends of Jesus © 2003 ST 7-9

Witnesses of Christ © 2003 ST 10-12

Loyola Press

Christ Our Life, S/P ©1997(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs

Christ Our Life, S/P ©1997/2002(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8

Christ Our Life: Confirmed in the Spirit©1997(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs sacramental prep.
Finding God: Our Response to God's Gifts, P ©2005 STs, doctrinal content of CMs 1-6

Knowing Our Catholic Faith: Beliefs & Traditions ©2000 student worktexts -8
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Midwest Theological Forum

Introduction to Catholicism © 2003 ST high school
Our Moral Life In Christ © 2003 ST high school

Our Sunday Visitor

Catholic Vision of Love © 1996, revised edition

Pauline Books & Media

Be Sealed ©1998

Jesus Brings Us Life ©1996
Priory Press
Dominican Series © 2000

RCL ¢ Resources for Christian Living

Eucharist © 2003
Eucharistia © 2003

STs, doctrinal content of TMs 5-8

ST, doctrinal content of TM
ST, doctrinal content of TMs

sacramental prep.
sacramental prep.

STs, doctrinal content of TMs

high school

ST, doctrinal content of TM
ST, doctrinal content of TM

sacramental prep.
sacramental prep.

Faith First ©2000, 2001 (TM, 3rd printing) STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6
Faith First Junior High ©200I STs, doctrinal content of TMs junior high
Nuestra Identidad Catolica © 1998 student workbooks -8
Our Catholic Identity ©1998 student workbooks -8

Reconciliation © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
Reconciliacién © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
Understanding the Catechism ©1999 4STs high school

Sadlier (William H. Sadlier, Inc.)

Acercandote a La Fe/Coming to Faith © 1999 BL STs,doctrinal content of 1-6 TMs K-6

Coming to Faith/Keystone Edition, S ©1998 & P ©1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6
Faith and Witness Program, S & P ©1998-1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs junior high
One Faith, One Lord © 2003 English ST, BL ST, doctrinal junior high

content of English and BL TMs
English STs, BL STs, doctrinal
content of TMs and director’s guide
STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

English ST, BL ST, doctrinal sacramental prep.
content of English and BL TMs

Sacrament Program: First Recondiliation & Eucharist©2000 sacramental prep.

Sadlier We Believe , S & P © 2004
The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth©2000

t. Maron’s Publications
Faith of the Mountain ©2000

t. Mary’s Press

‘

"
@®

STs, doctrinal content of TMs

‘

Living Justice and Peace © 2002 ST high school
The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth ©2003 ST high school
Written on Our Hearts (Old Testament) ©2002 ST high school

Silver Burdett Ginn
Blest Are We, P © 2002, S © 2004
Blest Are We Junior High, P © 2003, S © 2005

STs, doctrinal content of CMand TMs  |-6
STs, doctrinal content of CMand TMs  7-8

The Gift of Eucharist ©2000
The Gift of Reconciliation ©2000
This Is Our Faith, S ©1998

iethamese Catechetical Committee

ST, doctrinal content of TM
ST, doctrinal content of TM

STs, doctrinal content of TMs

sacramental prep.
sacramental prep.
K-8

‘

The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth ©2001
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