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THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH IN WHICH SACRED CELEBRATIONS 
ARE ALREADY REGULARLY TAKING PLACE

Entrance Antiphon, second option
(Chapter III, no. 5)
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2 And now our feet are standing *
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
  bonded as one together.
4 It is there that the tribes go up, *
  the tribes of the Lord,

as it is decreed for Israel, *
  to give thanks to the name of the Lord. R.

5 There were set the thrones for judgment, *
  the thrones of the house of David.
6 For the peace of Jerusalem pray, *
  “May they prosper, those who love you.”
7 May peace abide in your walls, *
  and security be in your towers. R.

8 For the sake of my family and friends, *
  let me say, “Peace upon you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God, *
  I will seek good things for you. R.

Or:

Mode
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Psalm 122 (121)
1 I rejoiced when they said to me, *
  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2 And now our feet are standing *
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
  bonded as one together.
4 It is there that the tribes go up, *
  the tribes of the Lord,

as it is decreed for Israel, *
  to give thanks to the name of the Lord. R.

CHAPTER III •  SACRED CELEBRATIONS ALREADY REGULARLY TAKING PLACE 85

5 There were set the thrones for judgment, *
  the thrones of the house of David.
6 For the peace of Jerusalem pray, *
  “May they prosper, those who love you.”
7 May peace abide in your walls, *
  and security be in your towers. R.

8 For the sake of my family and friends, *
  let me say, “Peace upon you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God, *
  I will seek good things for you. R.

Or another appropriate chant may be sung.

6. When the procession reaches the sanctuary, the relics of the Saints 
are placed between lighted candles in a suitable place. The concelebrating 
Priests, the Deacons, and the ministers go to the places assigned to them; the 
Bishop, without kissing the altar, goes to the chair. Then, with the pastoral 
staff and the miter put aside, he greets the people, saying:

May grace and peace be with you all
in the holy Church of God.

Another greeting, taken from approved liturgical books, may also be used. 
The people reply:

And with your spirit.

7. Then, depending on circumstances (cf. Introduction, no. 2b), if the 
church is to be handed over to the Bishop, representatives of those who 
have been involved in the building of the church (the faithful of the parish 
or of the diocese, donors, architects, workers) hand over the building to 
the Bishop, offering him either the legal documents for possession of the 
building, or the keys, or the plan of the building, or the book in which the 
course of the work is described and in which the names of those in charge 
of it and the names of the workers are recorded. One of the representatives 
briefly addresses the Bishop and the community, pointing out, if necessary, 
what the church expresses in its art and in its own special design.

The Blessing and Sprinkling of Water

8. When the entrance rite is completed, the Bishop blesses the water 
for sprinkling the people as a sign of repentance and as a remembrance of 
Baptism. The ministers bring the vessel with the water to the Bishop, who 
stands at the chair. The Bishop invites all to pray in these or similar words:


