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AEC and APARECIDAAEC and APARECIDA

What is the AEC?What is the AEC?
TheThe AntillesAntilles EpiscopalEpiscopal ConferenceConference (AEC)(AEC) comprisescomprises thethe RomanRoman
CatholicCatholic HierarchyHierarchy ofof thethe CatholicCatholic DiocesesDioceses ofof

.. thethe DutchDutch andand EnglishEnglish--speakingspeaking CaribbeanCaribbean (CARICOM)(CARICOM)
.. andand thethe FrenchFrench--speakingspeaking territoriesterritories exceptexcept HaitiHaiti..

IncludesIncludes1313 independentindependent countriescountries fromfrom::
.. BelizeBelize inin thethe West,West,.. BelizeBelize inin thethe West,West,
.. BermudaBermuda inin thethe NorthNorth andand
.. CayenneCayenne inin thethe SouthSouth--EastEast..

TheThe conference’sconference’s 2121 ecclesiasticalecclesiastical unitsunits includeinclude::
.. fivefive ArchdiocesesArchdioceses andand
.. FourteenFourteen Dioceses,Dioceses,
.. totaltotal populationpopulation:: 88..44 million,million,
.. 22..44 millionmillion:: RomanRoman CatholicCatholic..

Bishop Vincent Darius Episcopal Liaison to PMS, Chairman of Evangelization Commission



q Antilles Episcopal Conference:
. Current President : Archbishop Donald Reece of Kingston, Jamaica.

. AEC Secretariat in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad:
. Coordination activities of the Conference:
. hosting Annual Plenary Meetings of the Bishops
. Other frequent meetings:

. Permanent Board
, Regional Seminary Board, Regional Seminary Board
. Finance Commission.

q Other AEC Commissions:
Catechetic, Doctrine Ecumenism
Education Family & Life Justice & Peace
Laity Youth Evangelization & Mission
Liturgy & Ministry Tourism Migrants & Refugees



AEC was at AparecidaAEC was at Aparecida



AEC representation at AparecidaAEC representation at Aparecida
TotalTotal populationpopulation ofof LatinLatin AmericaAmerica andand thethe CaribbeanCaribbean::
.. 600600 millionmillion
.. 2222 EpiscopalEpiscopal ConferencesConferences
.. 150150 Cardinals,Cardinals, ArchbishopsArchbishops andand BishopsBishops participatedparticipated inin AparecidaAparecida

§§ PopulationPopulation AECAEC::
§§ 88..44 million,million, ((11%% populationpopulation LALA && Caribbean)Caribbean)
§§ RepresentativesRepresentatives atat AparecidaAparecida::

§§ ArchbishopArchbishop DonDon Reece,Reece, ofof Kingston,Kingston,§§ ArchbishopArchbishop DonDon Reece,Reece, ofof Kingston,Kingston,
§§ ArchbishopArchbishop RobertRobert RivasRivas ofof Castries,Castries,
§§ BishopBishop LuisLuis SeccoSecco ofof WillemstadWillemstad inin Curacao,Curacao,
§§ BishopBishop RobertRobert KurtzKurtz ofof HamiltonHamilton inin BermudaBermuda ((33%% ofof totaltotal BishopsBishops atat Aparecida)Aparecida)..

§§ OtherOther participantsparticipants::
§§ 115115 priests,priests, sisterssisters andand laity,laity, includingincluding::

§§ SrSr.. PriscillaPriscilla ClementClement ofof StSt Lucia,Lucia,
§§ FrFr.. CarlCarl ClarkeClarke ofof JamaicaJamaica ((22 %% ofof thethe nonnon--EpiscopalEpiscopal participants)participants)..

§§ AECAEC wellwell--representedrepresented makingmaking importantimportant inputsinputs toto AparecidaAparecida DocumentDocument
(AD)(AD) especiallyespecially thethe sectionsection onon CatholicCatholic educationeducation..

All AEC bishops attending Aparecida are fluent in Spanish



AEC Review of Evangelization after Aparecida (SEE)AEC Review of Evangelization after Aparecida (SEE)

At  the  March 2008 Annual Plenary meeting of the AEC in Rome the At  the  March 2008 Annual Plenary meeting of the AEC in Rome the 
Bishops assessed the current state of evangelization  in the region Bishops assessed the current state of evangelization  in the region 
following Aparecida.following Aparecida.

ConclusionsConclusions
For years local Catholic Churches in the  Region have been For years local Catholic Churches in the  Region have been 
experiencing a hemorrhaging in membership; Factors includeexperiencing a hemorrhaging in membership; Factors include::

. Catholic culture vs. Protestant culture. Catholic culture vs. Protestant culture

. levels of poverty. levels of poverty. levels of poverty. levels of poverty

. effectiveness of Catholic formation/education.. effectiveness of Catholic formation/education.
Catholics  have been evangelized to: Catholics  have been evangelized to: 
keep the commandments, attend Mass, be kind to others,keep the commandments, attend Mass, be kind to others,
But they were not trained or formed:But they were not trained or formed:

. to become missionaries as lay people. to become missionaries as lay people

. only Priests and Religious  portrayed as missionaries.  . only Priests and Religious  portrayed as missionaries.  
Aparecida: evangelize differently:Aparecida: evangelize differently:

. to  form dedicated Catholic Christians,  missionaries.  . to  form dedicated Catholic Christians,  missionaries.  

Percentages of Catholics in selected territories  in 2008



Focus on Key Priority for response (Judge)Focus on Key Priority for response (Judge)
ConferenceConference ThemeTheme “The“The ChristianChristian asas DiscipleDisciple andand Missionary”Missionary”
highlightedhighlighted urgenturgent doubledouble--barreledbarreled thrustthrust toto
11.. stemstem thethe hemorrhaginghemorrhaging &&
22.. instillinstill lifelife && powerfulpowerful sensesense ofof mission/vocationmission/vocation inin eacheach locallocal
ChurchChurch..

ToTo identifyidentify oneone prioritypriority areaarea ofof thethe goalsgoals andand objectivesobjectives ofof thethe
ADAD toto guideguide thethe jointjoint pastoralpastoral effortsefforts ofof AECAEC inin immediateimmediateADAD toto guideguide thethe jointjoint pastoralpastoral effortsefforts ofof AECAEC inin immediateimmediate
futurefuture..

TheThe AECAEC decideddecided toto focusfocus onon ChapterChapter 66::
“The“The FormativeFormative JourneyJourney ofof MissionaryMissionary Disciples”Disciples”
withwith emphasisemphasis onon CatechesisCatechesis -- lifelife--longlong learninglearning processprocess ofof
adultadult faithfaith formationformation toto accompanyaccompany religiousreligious formationformation ofof
childrenchildren && youth”youth” (Paragraphs(Paragraphs 276276--300300))..



Priorities for the  AEC (cont)Priorities for the  AEC (cont)

VocationVocation && commitmentcommitment toto bebe disciplesdisciples && missionariesmissionaries ofof JesusJesus
inin LatinLatin AmericaAmerica && thethe CaribbeanCaribbean requirerequire clearclear && firmfirm optionoption::

.. forfor formationformation ofof ourour communitiescommunities

.. forfor thethe sakesake ofof allall baptizedbaptized

.. regardlessregardless ofof thethe rolerole theythey playplay inin ChurchChurch.. (AD(AD 276276))

AparecidaAparecida documentdocument highlightshighlights 55 stepssteps inin thethe processprocess ofof formingforming
missionarymissionary disciplesdisciples::

1.1. EncounterEncounter withwith JesusJesus ChristChrist whowho callscalls usus toto followfollow himhim..
2.2. ConversionConversion toto followingfollowing himhim throughthrough thethe ActionAction ofof thethe SpiritSpirit..
3.3. Discipleship,Discipleship, maturingmaturing inin lovelove && followingfollowing Jesus,Jesus, enablingenabling usus toto

perseverepersevere inin ChristianChristian lifelife && missionmission..
4.4. Communion,Communion, sincesince nono ChristianChristian lifelife exceptexcept inin communitycommunity && withwith

itsits pastorspastors toto maturemature inin lifelife ofof thethe spiritspirit..
5.5. Mission,Mission, asas disciplesdisciples gogo toto thethe worldworld toto proclaimproclaim JesusJesus ChristChrist &&

practicepractice lovelove && serviceservice ofof thethe neediestneediest..



AEC Pastoral Letter on Catechesis and AEC Pastoral Letter on Catechesis and 
Guidelines for CatechesisGuidelines for Catechesis

The  Antilles Bishops noted that:The  Antilles Bishops noted that:
“These steps are similar to those proposed by  General “These steps are similar to those proposed by  General 

Catechetical Directory,  adopted by  AEC in its Pastoral Catechetical Directory,  adopted by  AEC in its Pastoral 
Letter on Catechesis, and applied in the region (2000):Letter on Catechesis, and applied in the region (2000):

1.1. KnowledgeKnowledge ofof thethe faithfaith
2.2. FormationFormation basedbased onon FaithFaith KnowledgeKnowledge2.2. FormationFormation basedbased onon FaithFaith KnowledgeKnowledge
3.3. CommitmentCommitment toto thethe LordLord flowingflowing fromfrom knowledgeknowledge andand

formationformation
4.4. MissionMission asas aa resultresult ofof informedinformed CommitmentCommitment

TheThe AECAEC underlinesunderlines thatthat “each“each ofof thethe fourfour elementselements
mustmust bebe presentpresent inin thethe lifelife ofof maturemature Christian”Christian”..
TheirTheir interactioninteraction isis thethe heartheart ofof thethe growthgrowth formulaformula forfor aa
ChristianChristian.. (AEC(AEC PastoralPastoral LetterLetter onon CatechesisCatechesis ArtArt 2727))



Implementation of AD in AEC (Act)Implementation of AD in AEC (Act)
To Sensitize every Catholic Community in the Antilles:To Sensitize every Catholic Community in the Antilles:

That “The vocation and commitment to be disciples & That “The vocation and commitment to be disciples & 
missionaries of Jesus Christ, missionaries of Jesus Christ, 

today in Latin America and the Caribbean today in Latin America and the Caribbean today in Latin America and the Caribbean today in Latin America and the Caribbean 

require a clear & firm option:require a clear & firm option:

. for the formation of our communities. for the formation of our communities

. for the sake of all the baptized. for the sake of all the baptized

.regardless  the role they play in Church.”  .regardless  the role they play in Church.”  
(AD  276) (AD  276) 



MethodologyMethodology

MethodologyMethodology agreedagreed byby thethe AECAEC PlenaryPlenary MeetingMeeting::

.. toto useuse almostalmost exclusivelyexclusively alreadyalready--existingexisting ChurchChurch CommunityCommunity
groupsgroups andand activitiesactivities::

.. LiturgyLiturgy && ChoirChoir groups,groups, marriagemarriage encounterencounter groups,groups, prayerprayer
groups,groups, RCIA,RCIA, baptismal,baptismal, confirmationconfirmation andand marriagemarriage
preparationpreparation groups,groups, youthyouth groupsgroups

.. biblebible studystudy groups,groups, dailydaily massmass andand novenanovena groups,groups,.. biblebible studystudy groups,groups, dailydaily massmass andand novenanovena groups,groups,

.. parishparish management,management, laylay trainingtraining groups,groups, commissions,commissions, etc,etc,
toto implementimplement thethe programmeprogramme..

MissionaryMissionary discipleshipdiscipleship isis notnot anan additionaladditional activity,activity,
butbut ratherrather aa dimension,dimension, aa responsibilityresponsibility && vocationvocation
toto whichwhich allall CatholicsCatholics areare invitedinvited
ToTo recognize,recognize, ToTo embraceembrace andand ToTo expandexpand
inin whatwhat theythey areare alreadyalready doingdoing..

EG support what PMS groups and projects are involved in rather than in the creation of separate new initiatives




ACTIVITIES TO DATEACTIVITIES TO DATE
Facilitation of Translation in English, Facilitation of Translation in English, 
Publication of first English edition of Aparecida, Publication of first English edition of Aparecida, 
Distribution of AD across the regionDistribution of AD across the region

Spirit & message of Aparecida in  Diocesan publications Spirit & message of Aparecida in  Diocesan publications 
& regional Catholic Press, web sites& regional Catholic Press, web sites

Theme of  Missionaries and Disciples for Synods, Regional Theme of  Missionaries and Disciples for Synods, Regional 
activities, AEC Commission programmes, for example:activities, AEC Commission programmes, for example:activities, AEC Commission programmes, for example:activities, AEC Commission programmes, for example:
vv Castries Archdiocese. Theme of yearCastries Archdiocese. Theme of year--long Synod Activities, long Synod Activities, 

300 copies of AD to  coordinators 300 copies of AD to  coordinators -- study & implementation. study & implementation. 
vv Regional Youth Assembly 9Regional Youth Assembly 9--19 July 2009, Kingston19 July 2009, Kingston
vv Programme of Catechetical Commission supported Programme of Catechetical Commission supported 

Missionaries in North West GuyanaMissionaries in North West Guyana
vv Seminary training  programmesSeminary training  programmes
vv Planned Regional Retreat for Diocesan Catechetical Planned Regional Retreat for Diocesan Catechetical 

Coordinators , CATC activities, etcCoordinators , CATC activities, etc



TRAINING AND FACILITATING TEAMTRAINING AND FACILITATING TEAM
Aparecida concrete challenge to: Aparecida concrete challenge to: 

“foster“foster thethe responsibilityresponsibility ofof laylay peoplepeople inin thethe worldworld forfor buildingbuilding
thethe KingdomKingdom ofof God”God”
“continual“continual concernconcern ofof thosethose whowho areare lapsedlapsed andand areare obliviousoblivious
toto thethe LordLord inin theirtheir lives”lives” (AD(AD 280280))..

BishopsBishops alsoalso challengechallenge themselvesthemselves::
.. SuitablySuitably preparedprepared trainingtraining teamsteams --assureassure effectivenesseffectiveness ofof processprocess.. SuitablySuitably preparedprepared trainingtraining teamsteams --assureassure effectivenesseffectiveness ofof processprocess
.. toto accompanyaccompany peoplepeople withwith dynamic,dynamic, active,active, andand openopen pedagogiespedagogies..
.. ParticipationParticipation --laylay menmen && womenwomen onon trainingtraining teamsteams (AD(AD 281281))

AECAEC CatecheticalCatechetical CommissionCommission::
..CoordinateCoordinate andand facilitatefacilitate processprocess ofof trainingtraining missionariesmissionaries &&
disciplesdisciples inin thethe AECAEC regionregion.. SupportedSupported USUS Bishops,Bishops, CELAM,CELAM,



Expected  Results Expected  Results 
GoalGoal AECAEC programmeprogramme::

.. toto implementimplement AparecidaAparecida
producingproducing missionarymissionary disciplesdisciples
inin allall churchchurch groupsgroups participatingparticipating
inin processprocess && keykey membersmembers ofof teamsteams
toto multiplymultiply thethe initialinitial impactimpact
inin diocesesdioceses acrossacross thethe ConferenceConference..



WITH  THE CONFIDENCE  OF THE CHURCH  AT APARECIDA THAT  WITH  THE CONFIDENCE  OF THE CHURCH  AT APARECIDA THAT  
MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP ARE THE WORK OF CHRIST MISSION AND DISCIPLESHIP ARE THE WORK OF CHRIST 

WeWe looklook toto Jesus,Jesus, whowho personallypersonally trainedtrained hishis apostlesapostles && disciplesdisciples..

ChristChrist givesgives usus thethe methodmethod::
“Come“Come andand see”see” ((JnJn 11::3939),),
II amam thethe Way,Way, thethe Truth,Truth, andand thethe Life”Life” ((JnJn 1414::66))..

WithWith HimHim toto developdevelop potentialpotential inin peoplepeople andand formform missionarymissionary disciplesdisciples..WithWith HimHim toto developdevelop potentialpotential inin peoplepeople andand formform missionarymissionary disciplesdisciples..
LikeLike HimHim persistentpersistent patiencepatience andand wisdom,wisdom, continualcontinual invitationinvitation..
ToTo followfollow himhim intointo thethe mysterymystery ofof thethe KingdomKingdom
AfterAfter hishis deathdeath && resurrection,resurrection, toto preachpreach GoodGood NewsNews inin thethe powerpower ofof hishis
SpiritSpirit..
HisHis stylestyle characterizescharacterizes thosethose engagedengaged inin formation,formation,
EspeciallyEspecially inin currentcurrent challengingchallenging timestimes
TheThe ChurchChurch mustmust respondrespond toto thethe newnew sociosocio--culturalcultural contextcontext ofof LatinLatin AmericaAmerica
andand CaribbeanCaribbean.. (AD(AD 276276))



THANK YOUTHANK YOU

QUESTIONSQUESTIONS??
CLARIFICATIONSCLARIFICATIONS??

AND AND ESPECIALLYESPECIALLY SUGGESTIONSSUGGESTIONS FORFOR

11-- HOWHOW CANCAN CATECHISTSCATECHISTS BETTERBETTER RESPONDRESPOND TOTO THETHE11-- HOWHOW CANCAN CATECHISTSCATECHISTS BETTERBETTER RESPONDRESPOND TOTO THETHE
CHALLENGESCHALLENGES OFOF APARECIDAAPARECIDA FORFOR AA NEWNEW
EVANGELIZATIONEVANGELIZATION??

22.. HOWHOW CANCAN AECAEC SUPPORTSUPPORT THETHE WORKWORK OFOF
CATECHISTSCATECHISTS,, ESPECIALLYESPECIALLY ININ AREASAREAS OFOF TRAININGTRAINING &&
RECOGNIZINGRECOGNIZING MISSIONARIESMISSIONARIES && DISCIPLESDISCIPLES OFOF
CHRISTCHRIST ACROSSACROSS THETHE REGIONREGION??


