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Executive Director 

  
"Our generation will show that it can rise to the 
promise found in each young person when we know 

how to give them space. This means that we have to 
create the material and spiritual conditions for their 
full development; to give them a solid basis on which 

to build their lives; to guarantee their safety and their 
education to be everything they can be.."  - Pope 

Francis   
  
As you can see by this edition of CE News the USCCB 

Secretariat of Catholic Education has been very busy with 
Federal policy initiatives.  Please know you and the children 

you serve are in our thoughts and prayers.  
  
 
  

 

Associate Director of Public Policy 
  

ESEA Reauthorization!!! 
  

  There has been a great deal of activity regarding ESEA 
reauthorization since the November elections. On January 

14, 2015, Senator Alexander, new Chair of the Senate HELP 
Committee, released his ESEA Reauthorization Discussion 

Draft. Several hearings have been held and Chairman 
Alexander and Ranking Member, Patty Murray (D), have 
agreed to work together to reach a bipartisan agreement on 

the Senate version. 
   

On the House side, Chairman Kline, returning Chair of the 
House Education and Workforce Committee, introduced the 
House ESEA Reauthorization bill (HR5) on February 3, 

2015.  Eight days later, the bill went through markup and 
was voted out of the House education committee on a 

partisan vote. HR5 is expected to be put to a vote by the full 
House early next week so please watch out for an action 
alert from CQ Engage asking you to contact your 

Congressperson and urge them to vote yes for HR5. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZyXqZTBjytviU6uLKsJohloB3Jdk0QNsPLApTY-GiCkW4j4CEnrotpaXHPdziJWsWlWSivA3RQgLxtDuZimzwrkgj0n-tHwGqMCLXQhkHjGwcko-bjOE5QFJoDhXeSDWrE-_wAiAQ3KONBw2lYZWI93JTq-j2Z4HCD6ReN4RRDmSOHHXUuESDmY3PH1OmCJlo8_cg5UJ1dv4HGhi4wFRfr8VHGh_wAKL_IijZIrwNF3hOMqN1j-yfUUpAb5khDi8GQ-ym6rO9qTZGZxllAz-IycZ9Ls3UYIBM6bg5Nm7fw16_a4rOFW__wgKiABvFpFpGbN4lwl885hgM=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZyXqZTBjytviU6uLKsJohloB3Jdk0QNsPLApTY-GiCkW4j4CEnrotpaXHPdziJWsWlWSivA3RQgLxtDuZimzwrkgj0n-tHwGqMCLXQhkHjGwcko-bjOE5QFJoDhXeSDWrE-_wAiAQ3KONBw2lYZWI93JTq-j2Z4HCD6ReN4RRDmSOHHXUuESDmY3PH1OmCJlo8_cg5UJ1dv4HGhi4wFRfr8VHGh_wAKL_IijZIrwNF3hOMqN1j-yfUUpAb5khDi8GQ-ym6rO9qTZGZxllAz-IycZ9Ls3UYIBM6bg5Nm7fw16_a4rOFW__wgKiABvFpFpGbN4lwl885hgM=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZy8mwny-Uf5ZjcdEmoNEz6d7bMzhmNuDtYRK_-d91OeNa9zNT6HPNio4j50WoIIinfdQVOadWO8QGMMEM33K1msG4C21WUXhnfaZ8k0hL7yTmWiiGy8U8EMFf3s2r19u9ghvqOlW33FUf2pU1_tRzgHEVTuYr35A5OmOF-1z0DMuM3e7hXULwd-QBACO5VaWV2BJ8q79sTAGEEUO4JNTDQeP2ck1OEt128mKIU7rwKZ9mSl5iBTxXPhhp9uMkogwcn8X3o-GifsnA0OKX08MELDbR2VOJGU5XsENxRE6JDDHo=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZy8mwny-Uf5ZjcdEmoNEz6d7bMzhmNuDtYRK_-d91OeNa9zNT6HPNio4j50WoIIinfdQVOadWO8QGMMEM33K1msG4C21WUXhnfaZ8k0hL7yTmWiiGy8U8EMFf3s2r19u9ghvqOlW33FUf2pU1_tRzgHEVTuYr35A5OmOF-1z0DMuM3e7hXULwd-QBACO5VaWV2BJ8q79sTAGEEUO4JNTDQeP2ck1OEt128mKIU7rwKZ9mSl5iBTxXPhhp9uMkogwcn8X3o-GifsnA0OKX08MELDbR2VOJGU5XsENxRE6JDDHo=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZy8mwny-Uf5ZjcdEmoNEz6d7bMzhmNuDtYRK_-d91OeNa9zNT6HPNio4j50WoIIinfdQVOadWO8QGMMEM33K1msG4C21WUXhnfaZ8k0hL7yTmWiiGy8U8EMFf3s2r19u9ghvqOlW33FUf2pU1_tRzgHEVTuYr35A5OmOF-1z0DMuM3e7hXULwd-QBACO5VaWV2BJ8q79sTAGEEUO4JNTDQeP2ck1OEt128mKIU7rwKZ9mSl5iBTxXPhhp9uMkogwcn8X3o-GifsnA0OKX08MELDbR2VOJGU5XsENxRE6JDDHo=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZys2bYsbd2CbER5b23-T06Ja174Xl6VE_uhSdh6e96_utlq2vanJXnGj7M5ilmARdr9q-7BnWU-wI6wMZ3WRFhCoETCmjhAK9lm0rOaiCvq9Txm6Eivt65cLN0V1T4zyay6QVbC14pW8K3ArcMnlDMrgfMiX-zzaFQkVWWhkJqmBX9aYkvbPfRMlvQ4eT3ZTmF8BvX9gYY_6UdS_JFu9h8rVewS66S7akff5J4HIpq60dq7zJmqMh_SK7AG67g9Con8RJLprOaqgdfqF1EgglerzAo1jYq-jBhXevwvq6Pa79LiPH95c3X0jUPywTInJs17oigTEIRQh08rlk6x07392_Q9176DtNvyFNruVxUT4etZHgoYTjGjQ==&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QWjSKtC0PpZys2bYsbd2CbER5b23-T06Ja174Xl6VE_uhSdh6e96_utlq2vanJXnGj7M5ilmARdr9q-7BnWU-wI6wMZ3WRFhCoETCmjhAK9lm0rOaiCvq9Txm6Eivt65cLN0V1T4zyay6QVbC14pW8K3ArcMnlDMrgfMiX-zzaFQkVWWhkJqmBX9aYkvbPfRMlvQ4eT3ZTmF8BvX9gYY_6UdS_JFu9h8rVewS66S7akff5J4HIpq60dq7zJmqMh_SK7AG67g9Con8RJLprOaqgdfqF1EgglerzAo1jYq-jBhXevwvq6Pa79LiPH95c3X0jUPywTInJs17oigTEIRQh08rlk6x07392_Q9176DtNvyFNruVxUT4etZHgoYTjGjQ==&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QZM2K_NIeaaOyTB1YVN2jEtMseF9RuFWXkVACQR9l7Sh3jnt6ffAUv-f6CxT_6w0DlVrwzcda067009ISHySXfVeeVlV86c6aTh9avOk3uixcAR4uEeIhdvJmTn7tpeLwOtfdy48WytzueFDd-F9nVZXJCjMEf6gdBmjWvFqLTkmhllSoc5gxT6UYzBdoyNqGIEm0mzkP4SYH4PMYjfAOhsMNKF9fLYYkFq7Q5dj6eu7mEsTbw2xuAjoT8uOMg4xZ4owHx4IFFKS&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1100920568270
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QSxiQYhc5FZtUKDIb9arLsefmTcs4F9txHU016WP2fOFmB5C9fdrLNYLGP3qZGXzSdqjiU3us8ArRQXOcI0yh_GBHoxQ7Bt-KrRVPrlGlwiAJFnYWUPeWX0=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QdUmziM_BDrqkKSNCSSu6Go6uxgktD1Bdf9zifHXxekkmZkkBpBQZUUU1biMKoXGNoqSRGlGnubjKC4kpeoxml5ZpGj9n_Zl10RcJhJ9KJlzvpgbqJs8GKglDJFdUnrIYA==&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QZfF93_ecXnAQhBS_suZM3NT64cDKKzZaFHtV-mJY5lzB8jsKuSVGZUb1_ukxGr2aWoW4H8lcz4qWwDr0hDq2G4gkBtKjOHxRTksfjavFx0RHOxwEGAt1qxDgtzIT6g2jH9Iup8hDQvu&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==


Both education chairs are anxious and optimistic about 
obtaining floor time before the full Senate and House, and 

then conferencing the bills and eventually sending a bill for 
signature to the President's desk. It's not a slam dunk by 

any means, but there are reasons to be optimistic. First, 
both the House and the Senate have taken action within the 

first month of the new Congress. Last year, only the House 
took action.   Second, the Secretariat of Catholic Education 
has been in full advocacy mode since before Christmas. 

Because of these early meetings, we were able to make 
substantial progress in improving the bills so as to restore 

private school's full and fair equitable participation under 
ESEA's Title I and Title II programs. Third, our advocacy 
includes direct input from all of you at the local level-the 

constituents. On January 29th (during National Catholic 
Schools Week), we coordinated a full day of Hill visits for the 

Superintendents and Government Programs staff from the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore, Archdiocese of Washington, and 
the Diocese of Arlington. A big thank you to Barbara 

Edmondson, Kelly Branaman, Sister Bernadette McManigal 
and Diane Elliott who were all outstanding in explaining and 

presenting the issues, concerns, and suggested fixes in the 
ESEA reauthorization. 

   

On February 12, 2015, we conducted a second full day of 

ESEA Hill visits for Superintendents and Associate/Assistant 
Superintendents from Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York, and Seattle, as well as a representative from 

NCEA.  We were also joined by the State Catholic 
Conference Director of Indiana and the Director for 

Education at the New York Catholic Conference.  Once again 
our Catholic leaders did a fantastic job of advocacy clearly 
illustrating the challenges that Catholic schools face with 

ESEA at the local level.  A round of applause for Kevin 
Baxter, Kim Pryzbylski, Tim McNiff, Michael Coppotelli, 

Patrick Haggarty, Sandy Barton Smith, Glenn Tebbe, Jim 
Cultrara, Sister Mary Paul McCaughey (newly appointed 
Senior Relationship Manager for the Archdiocese of 



Chicago), and Sister Dale McDonald. 

    

 

Parental Choice   
             

There has also been a flurry of positive activity in both 
Congressional chambers for full parental choice. On January 

28th, Congressman Luke Messer sponsored a School Choice 
Hill Event in the Cannon Caucus Room. In attendance were 
approximately 200 children. Over half of them were students 

from our Catholic schools here in D.C. including students 
from St. Francis, St. Anthony's, St. Peter's, Sacred Heart, 

and Georgetown Visitation. Thank you to all who attended 
and to the St. Francis Choir for their performance.  A special 
thank you to Marguerite Conley, Executive Director for the 

Consortium of Catholic Academies for the Archdiocese of 
Washington, for coordinating their attendance.  

 
  
On February 9th, Senator Tim Scott hosted a School Choice 

Forum event for the Senate. Sister John Mary Fleming, our 
Executive Director for the USCCB Secretariat of Catholic 

Education was one of the panelists.  Here's a link to the 
video from the event.  If you fast forward to 1 hour 5 
minutes in, you will reach the start of Sister's panel (45 

minutes long) which includes a lively discussion with other 
panel members representing the charter school movement.   

  
http://www.c-span.org/video/?324251-1/discussion-

education-choice&live 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QZMCzHZHM9xi2FG-SzK5qXnkCg6Y7BjOSQaohvw3smMEkCexXVvvm_MdgaEbl0gYcpbBHn0I2ko9SKmWLlPZSpmu-1ckJW6G4F1k3HF_pG7HnBOV77snkdn-bCJ1mkYFA76IZdp-808vtAnhIbqyHM-uO-mCxnD2m7co38KnU_uqswWnjtlJnCDkvKLJ9gp0mRD_2xUbNl2jqfJ5qf0SEAdN8sk5T9tPJMyrK6V-IKkytWVvz15vUAfGy6HDD3KffJFGjHVMFRePXKU55PQMPuXi4ghN6QKIYk3WYQQBsjqpElgNTY6PwS68Bj3aYk1_DPwzZ7Pqa4f0-sidEOIXWHo=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fZxtJLZsUJptp20rDdGlDZe4KTORH5BipXY93RfgAbdPIAXxsGu7QZMCzHZHM9xi2FG-SzK5qXnkCg6Y7BjOSQaohvw3smMEkCexXVvvm_MdgaEbl0gYcpbBHn0I2ko9SKmWLlPZSpmu-1ckJW6G4F1k3HF_pG7HnBOV77snkdn-bCJ1mkYFA76IZdp-808vtAnhIbqyHM-uO-mCxnD2m7co38KnU_uqswWnjtlJnCDkvKLJ9gp0mRD_2xUbNl2jqfJ5qf0SEAdN8sk5T9tPJMyrK6V-IKkytWVvz15vUAfGy6HDD3KffJFGjHVMFRePXKU55PQMPuXi4ghN6QKIYk3WYQQBsjqpElgNTY6PwS68Bj3aYk1_DPwzZ7Pqa4f0-sidEOIXWHo=&c=p6joh4gRPBV4VTHnBvAOFn-Y1KpgvvarUPI1bbJEPVcRamwaOJ6w2A==&ch=aXuHOoscw_TolVk2nNu5VyWKsWB-ilM4H0R4rf2xQ_xKMjYiPu2Rhw==


  
We were privileged to have in attendance Catholic high 

schools students from Bishop Ireton and Bishop O'Connell 
from the Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, as well as Archbishop 

Spalding from the Archdiocese of Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Thank you for representing our Catholic schools 

at this important event. 
 
   

 

Permanent Annual Increase to E-Rate 

Program!                         
  

The last year of work on rulemakings, public notices, 
meetings and advocacy culminated in a huge success. The 
Secretariat of Catholic Education, in collaboration with the 

EdLINC coalition, obtained a permanent annual increase to 
the E-Rate program of $1.5 billion. With the extra funding, 

there will be more awards to more applicants.  Apply! Apply! 
Apply! 
  
  

  

   

  

 


