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Executive Summary:

We, as representatives of a broad array of faiths, join together to affirm that marriage, the union of
one man and one woman, must be promoted and protected for its own sake and for the common
good. We also agree that redefining marriage will incur grave consequences, including a
deleterious impact on religious liberty. Altering the definition of marriage will change not just one
law but hundreds, even thousands, of laws. There will be government mandates, requiring the
recognition and accommodation of so-called same-sex “marriages,” that pose a critical threat to
institutions and individuals who for reasons of faith and conscience will resist the law’s compulsion.
Cases involving criminal and civil penalties and the denial of grants and other government benefits
are already occurring and will only increase in number and severity if more jurisdictions redefine
marriage. The law not only will coerce and impose disincentives, but will also teach that religious
objectors must be marked as if they were bigots. We encourage all people of good will to protect
marriage as the union between one man and one woman, and to consider carefully the far-reaching
consequences for the religious freedom of all Americans if marriage is redefined. May all of us
work together to strengthen and preserve the unique meaning of marriage and the precious gift of

religious liberty.
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