FAMILY

The intimate partnership of married life and love hanbestablished by the Creator and
qgualified by His laws, and is rooted in the conjugal covenéntrevocable personal
consent....For, God Himself is the author of matrimomgoaved as it is with various
benefits and purposes. All of these have a very dedisaeing on the continuation of
the human race, on the personal development andaktdestiny of the individual
members of a family, and on the dignity, stability, geaad prosperity of the family
itself and of human society as a whol&S(#48)

The well-being of the individual person and of human @hdstian society is intimately
linked with the healthy condition of that community prodiit®y marriage and family.
(GS #47)

Families too will share their spiritual riches generousith other families. Thus the
Christian family, which springs from marriage as a ctiten of the loving covenant
uniting Christ with the Church, and as a participatiorhat tovenant, will manifest to all
men Christ's living presence in the world, and the genuingeaf the Church. This the
family will do by the mutual love of the spouses, by theinggeus fruitfulness, their
solidarity and faithfulness, and by the loving way in whidhm@embers of the family
assist one anotherG§ #48)

The family is a kind of school of deeper humanity. Buttiis to achieve the full
flowering of its life and mission, it needs the kingigmmunion of minds and the joint
deliberation of spouses, as well as the painstaking coapeddtparents in the education
of their children. The active presence of the fathéngsly beneficial to their formation.
The children, especially the younger among them, neechtieeof their mother at home.
This domestic role of hers must be safely preserved, thineglgitimate social progress
of women should not be underrated on that acco@s, #52)

The mission of being the primary vital cell of sociéiys been given to the family by
God himself. This mission will be accomplished if taenfly, by the mutual affection of
its members and by family prayer, presents itself dsmaestic sanctuary of the Church.
(AA, #11)

Christian families bear a very valuable witness toisEhrefore the world when all their
life they remain attached to the Gospel and hold up teenpbe of Christian marriage.
(AA, #11)

The family which is founded and given life by love, is anoaunity of persons: of
husband and wife, of parents and children, of relative€, #18)
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Thus the fundamental task of the family is to serfée 10 actualize in history the original
blessing of the Creator - that of transmitting by pragoeahe divine image from person
to person. KC, #28)

In our time, in a world often alien and even hostilefaith, believing families are of
primary importance as centers of living, radiant faithFor this reason the Second
Vatican Council, using an ancient expression, calldahely the Ecclesia domestica. It

is in the bosom of the family that parents are “bydvand example...the first heralds of
the faith with regard to their children. They shouldamrage them in the vocation which
is proper to each child, fostering with special care alyioes vocation.” CCC, #1656)

The conjugal community is established upon the consent cfpibieses. Marriage and
the family are ordered to the good of the spouses arektprocreation and education of
children. The love of the spouses and the begetting of ehilcheate among members of
the same family personal relationships and primordiplesibilities. CCC, #2201)

A man and a woman united in marriage, together withr tfeidren, form a family. This
institution is prior to any recognition by public authorityhich has an obligation to
recognize it. It should be considered the normal reéagoint by which the different
forms of family relationship are to be evaluate@CC, #2202)

“The Christian family constitutes a specific revelatiand realization of ecclesial
communion, and for this reason it can and should Hedcal domestic church.” 1t is a
community of faith, hope, and charity; it assumes sexgmhportance in the Church, as is
evident in the New TestamentCQC, #2204)

The Christian family is a communion of persons, a sigd image of the communion of
the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit. In the mation and education of children it
reflects the Father’s work of creation. It is cdlte partake of the prayer and sacrifice of
Christ. Daily prayer and the reading of the Word of Gteéngthen it in charity. The
Christian family has an evangelizing and missionar. tf&CC, #2205)

The family is the original cell of social life. i the natural society in which husband and
wife are called to give themselves in love and in thedjiftfe. Authority, stability, and

a life of relationships within the family constitute tfeeindations for freedom, security,
and fraternity within society. The family is the commiy in which, from childhood,
one can learn moral values, begin to honor God, and gaie use of freedom. Family
life is an initiation into life in society.qCC, #2207)

The family, a natural society, exists prior to the &tat any other community, and
possesses inherent rights which are inalienable. (The $t®,Charter of the Rights of
the Family, October 22, 1983, D)

The family constitutes, much more than a mere juridisacial and economic unit, a
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community of love and solidarity, which is uniquely suitedeach and transmit cultural,
ethical, social, spiritual and religious values, esaéfur the development and well-being
of its own members and of society. (The Holy S&erter of the Rights of the Family,
October 22, 1983, E)

On the Catholic side, efforts must be made to spreaddhviction based on truth that
the physical and moral health of the family and dfisty can be protected only by a
generous obedience to the laws of nature, that isytco$#he Creator, and, above all, by
fostering a deep and sacred respect for them. (PiusAXib¢cution to the Italian
Association of Large Families, January 20, 1958)

The good sense of the people has always and everywdemarslarge families the sign,
the proof, and the source of physical health, while histaakes no mistake when it sees
in the tampering with marriage laws and the laws of @atown the first cause of a
nation’s decadence. Large families, far from being eiédall,” are the guarantee of the
physical and moral well-being of a people. (Pius XAJocution to the Italian
Association of Large Families, January 20, 1958)

The family possesses and continues still to releaseidable energies capable of taking
man out of his anonymity, keeping him conscious of his pershgaity, enriching him
with deep humanity and actively placing him, in his uniquersgs unrepeatability,
within the fabric of society. HC, #43)

The child has the right to be conceived, carried in tbmlky brought into the world and
brought up within marriage: it is through the secure and rezedmelationship to his
own parents that the child can discover his own idemtitgg achieve his own proper
human development. (CDB)V, February 22, 1987, 1l A1)

The family is the key element in the formation of aspats character and attitudes
toward society. (PCH;rom Despair to Hope: The Family and Drug Addiction, June 22,
1991,1 B)

The Christian model of the family remains the primpoynt of reference upon which to
insist in any action for the prevention, treatment amcbvery of the vitality of the
individual in society. The family must become once aglanplace where children can
experience the unity which strengthens them in their pavticular personality. Families
must be both the object and subject of an education in &rgetds and self-giving in
love. (PCF,From Despair to Hope: The Family and Drug Addiction, June 22, 1991, IlI
A)

The natural family, stable and monogamous—as fashioneddoy aBd sanctified by
Christianity—‘in which different generations live togethkelping each other to acquire
greater wisdom and to harmonize personal rights withr gtbeial needs, is the basis of
society.” (Paul VIPP, March 26, 1967, #36)
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The family environment is thus the normal and usual pfacdorming children and
young people to consolidate and exercise the virtuebarity, temperance, fortitude and
chastity. As the domestic church, the family isgbkool of the richest humanity. (PCF,
The Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality: Guidelines for Education Within the
Family, December 8, 1995, #48; QuotiGs, #52)

The family first of all should be a home of faith anéymr, in which God the Father’s
presence is sensed, the Word of Jesus is accepted, this $pind of love is felt, and
where the most pure Mother of God is loved and invoked.F (Pl Truth and Meaning
of Human Sexuality: Guidelines for Education Within the Family, December 8, 1995,
#62)

In the bosom of the Church the family is the natuedtirsg in which new lives are
destined to regeneration through Baptism. Christian ethiwouples have the task of
preparing people who will be purified and given rebirth by theramental washing,
becoming members of the Mystical Body. (John Pawidgourse to the Participants of
the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council on the Family: The Tasks of the Christian
Family, May 30, 1983, #5)

The family is the natural source from which a pro-lifeilization springs, the center
where all the values that protect life converge, and thsicbsocial unity of all
civilizations at the service of life. (John Paul Discourse to the Participants of the
Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council on the Family: The Family in the Mission of
the Laity, June 10, 1988, #2)

The family is the fundamental gift to humanity. d$tthe first, natural, living cell of
society, on which all other communities and sociedeesbased and the first, living cell
of the Church. (The Second International Theologicatd?al Congress at the Second
World Meeting of the Holy Father with FamilieBhe Family: Gift, Promise, and Hope
for Humanity, October 3, 1997, #2.1)

Family life is a daily gift that requires love, patienand sacrifice. But in this gift each
day, even in its simple unfolding, there are dynamicsrarfiscendence and decisive
importance in formation, such as personalization owtran humanity. It is a gift that
binds the different generations in an endless chaincgdnecity and solidarity. It is the
best school of humanity, where the mutual gift of pheents pervades the whole home.
Thus new members arise who are mature, respectfuhefsytgrateful for solidarity that
helps them live in charity. (The Second Internatioifaeological Pastoral Congress at
the Second World Meeting of the Holy Father with FasjlThe Family: Gift, Promise,
and Hope for Humanity, October 3, 1997, #2.5)

The family is thus a necessary gift to society, t® whole of humanity. In this first
school of the virtues, we learn respect for others, nighand self-restraint. (The
Second International Theological Pastoral Congresseabecond World Meeting of the
Holy Father with FamiliesThe Family: Gift, Promise, and Hope for Humanity, October
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3, 1997, #2.6)
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