
 

 
May 4, 2026 
 
 
The Honorable Susan Collins 
Chairwoman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
Vice Chair 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Tom Cole 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Chair Collins, Vice Chair Murray, Chair Cole, and Ranking Member DeLauro: 
 
As Congress undertakes the appropriations process for Fiscal Year 2027, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) respectfully asks you to advance appropriations 
that respect and affirm the dignity of all human life, from conception to natural death. You 
will be hearing from several USCCB committees asking your support for the poor, migrants 
and refugees, foreign assistance, environmental protection, health care, housing, nutrition, 
and more to help people meet basic needs. These priorities, which serve the dignity and 
flourishing of the human person, have their foundation in the protection of innocent, preborn 
lives. I thus write on behalf of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities.  
 
At the beginning of the year, the Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV reflected “that the protection of 
the right to life constitutes the indispensable foundation of every other human right. A 
society is healthy and truly progresses only when it safeguards the sanctity of human life and 
works actively to promote it,” and that it is “deplorable that public resources are allocated to 
suppress life, rather than being invested to support mothers and families.”1 
 
With respect to abortion, we have consistently stressed that we would oppose any bill that 
expands taxpayer funding of elective abortion. Critical, then, is the continuation of the 
fundamental and long-standing Hyde Amendment, which prohibits federal taxpayer funding 
of abortion or health insurance plans that cover abortion, and all Hyde-related life-saving 
provisions. Given the composition of Congress, these policies are unlikely to be at risk in 
FY27. Still, as the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision continues to 
reverberate, it will likely be as important as ever to have established the status of the Hyde 
“family” of policies as non-negotiable, given, baseline minimums rather than as a request or 
a bargaining chip. 
 
We remain profoundly grateful to Congress for last year’s historic, one-year defunding of the 
abortion industry in Medicaid within the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” (H.R.1). While this 



 

was an unprecedented win for life, as well as for taxpayers, the prohibition of funding is set 
to expire in July. We urge Congress not only to extend this prohibition of funding in the 
budget reconciliation process, but complement this effort through other appropriations 
packages, such as by defunding major abortion providers in the Title X family planning 
program. Congress should do all it can to defund this enterprise and, instead, ensure greater 
support for authentic, life-affirming health care providers who truly serve mothers and their 
children in need. 
 
We continue to call for policies that put children and families first. Funding priorities, 
aligned in this way, must respond to mothers in need and their babies, born and preborn 
alike. Among such priorities Congress must consider including improvements and 
investments in maternal and child health and childcare and fully funding the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). In addition to 
such assistance, pro-family policies ought to support husbands and wives and the integrity of 
the family itself. Society must make it easier to welcome and raise a new child and should 
promote life and hope for preborn children and their mothers and fathers. 
 
We also strongly encourage Congress to complement and enhance the current 
Administration’s ongoing efforts to rectify the overreaches of the prior Administration that 
aggressively promoted abortion, often at taxpayers’ expense, in violation of Hyde principles. 
In FY27, this can especially involve the Food and Drug Administration with regard to the 
diminishment of Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategies (REMS) and certification of retail 
pharmacies for the distribution of the dangerous chemical abortion pill, mifepristone;2 the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission with regard to aspects of its regulations under 
the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act; the Office of Refugee Resettlement’s ability to transport 
minors across state lines for abortions; and the Department of War with respect to any 
remaining elements of policies made pursuant to the “Ensuring Access to Reproductive 
Health Care” memorandum of 2022.  

 
Finally, as pastors, we see the real pain that couples experiencing infertility can have and 
recognize that their profound desire to have children is both natural and good. Therefore, we 
support funding and access to resources, such as training or research, for holistic and 
comprehensive restorative reproductive medicine, to help identify and treat underlying 
causes for those experiencing infertility.3 However, we remain opposed to new provisions 
that fund or facilitate in vitro fertilization (IVF). IVF represents an underregulated industry 
that creates hundreds of thousands or even millions of preborn children who will be 
interminably frozen, lost in attempts to implant them within a mother, or discarded and killed 
(often in a selective, eugenic manner).4 By turning the conception of children into a lucrative 
manufacturing process, IVF also violates their rights and treats them like property.5 No one 
has any less worth because of being conceived through IVF. Every person has infinite, 
inherent dignity, which must be upheld through every stage and circumstance of life. 
 
It behooves and befits society to assist all mothers, especially the poor, those who live on the 
peripheries, and those experiencing an unexpected or difficult pregnancy. This cannot be 
done in truth or love, however, if supposed solutions end the lives of their children. The same 
is true for couples experiencing infertility. As your respective committees begin to hold 



 

important markup hearings that will determine the nation’s appropriations priorities, we urge 
you to work together towards a better way that protects human dignity, offers solutions, 
provides support, and ultimately empowers parents and children in all stages and 
circumstances of life to have the positive futures that they deserve.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus,  
 

 
Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas  
Bishop of Toledo  
Chairman, Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
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