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Retirement Funding Status and Membership of 542 Participating Religious Institutes
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Total 411 131 542 41,321

20,964

4,482

5,704

2,235

5,816

2,120

*The percentage of retirement funded is based 
on designated assets as of December 31, 2018.

Each symbol represents 500 religious.

Women Men

22,961

48,799 42,767

35,279

11,170 30,151

6,050 17,691

1999

Age 70

Wage earners Retired

Membership Status, NRRO Participating Religious Institutes

Each symbol represents 2,000 religious.

2009

2019

2029 (projected)

Sources: Statistics for reporting years 1999, 2009, and 2019 based on data submitted to 
the National Religious Retirement Office by participating religious institutes; 2029 projections 
based on Mercer Mortality Tables for Men Religious and Women Religious (2014). 



Members of religious communities that 
benefit from the RFR: 41,321†

Members of religious communities that 
do not participate in RFR programs: 
19,328Receive financial assistance, support, 

and services: 23,191

Receive support and services: 18,130

Each symbol represents 250 U.S. religious.

 *The Official Catholic Directory, (New Providence, NJ: P. J. Kenedy & Sons, 2018), 2117.

 †  National Religious Retirement Office financial distribution data for 2019.

The Impact of the Retirement Fund for Religious (RFR)
There are 60,649* Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests in the 
United States. More than 41,000 of these belong to religious communities that 
receive financial assistance and/or support and services made possible by 
the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
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*Note: Figures total 101% due to rounding.
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A
Figures total 101, no note.

B
Figures total 101, note 
added. This is how we have 
done it in the past.

C
Figures total 100. For 2019, 
the 30-49 value is rounded 
down to 5% from 5.53%, 
but the other values are 
rounded up (50-69 is 
22.87%, 70+ is 71.58%).



75,000

90,000

105,000

120,000

135,000

150,000

0

15,000

P
o

pu
la

ti
o

n

Y e a r

30,000

45,000

60,000

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

20
19

Population of Religious by Age Group 1985–2019

Source: National Religious Retirement Office data

Age 25 to 49
 Women
 Men

Age 50 to 74
 Women
 Men

Age 75 and above
 Women
 Men



Source: Mercer Mortality Tables for Men Religious 
and Women Religious (2014)
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Religious
 Skilled Care
 Assisted Living

 Independent Living
 Weighted Average 

Cost of Care 1987–2019
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