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Gravissimum Educationis, Second Vatican Council, 1965

Mother the Church must be concerned with the whole of man's life, even the secular part
of it insofar as it has a bearing on his heavenly calling. Therefore she has a role in the
progress and development of education. Hence this sacred synod declares certain
fundamental principles of Christian education especially in schools.

All men of every race, condition and age, since they enjoy the dignity of a human being,
have an inalienable right to an education that is in keeping with their ultimate goal, their
ability, their sex, and the culture and tradition of their country, and also in harmony with
their fraternal association with other peoples in the fostering of true unity and peace on
earth.

Since all Christians have become by rebirth of water and the Holy Spirit a new creature
so that they should be called and should be children of God, they have a right to a
Christian education.

Since parents have given children their life, they are bound by the most serious obligation
to educate their offspring and therefore must be recognized as the primary and principal
educators. This role in education is so important that only with difficulty can it be
supplied where it is lacking. Parents are the ones who must create a family atmosphere
animated by love and respect for God and man, in which the well-rounded personal and
social education of children is fostered. Hence the family is the first school of the social
virtues that every society needs. It is particularly in the Christian family, enriched by the
grace and office of the sacrament of matrimony, that children should be taught from their
early years to have a knowledge of God according to the faith received in Baptism, to
worship Him, and to love their neighbor.

Among all educational instruments the school has a special importance. It is designed
not only to develop with special care the intellectual faculties but also to form the ability
to judge rightly, to hand on the cultural legacy of previous generations, to foster a sense
of values, to prepare for professional life.

Parents who have the primary and inalienable right and duty to educate their children
must enjoy true liberty in their choice of schools.
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