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Update on Temporary Protected Status for Ukraine

On October 19, 2026, the temporary protected status (TPS) designation for Ukraine was scheduled
to expire, following an 18-month extension that was announced by the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) on January 17, 2025. However, the scheduled expiration date has passed without
DHS issuing a formal notice either extending or terminating TPS for Ukraine. On October 19, an
alert was posted on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) website stating that
Ukrainian TPS beneficiaries will continue to retain TPS protections, including employment
authorization, pending an announcement “made at the appropriate time.”"!

What is TPS and why is it important for Ukrainians in the United States?

TPS is a temporary form of humanitarian relief for people from a designated country, allowing them
to remain in the United States legally when conditions in their country of origin make safe return
impractical or impossible due to an armed conflict, environmental disaster, epidemic, or other
extraordinary and temporary conditions. Once TPS is granted to an individual, he or she is eligible
for employment and travel authorization and is protected from deportation. To register for TPS, a
person must meet certain eligibility requirements, such as being physically present in the United
States since a specified date and passing a background check.

Under federal law, the Secretary of DHS is expected to review a country’s conditions at least 60 days
before the end of a country’s TPS designation and determine whether to extend or terminate TPS for
the country.” If the Secretary determines the country no longer meets the conditions for a designation,
DHS is expected to publish a formal notice of termination. Even then, the termination is not to be
effective until 60 days after the date of publication. If the Secretary takes no action, the period is
supposed to be extended for an additional 6 months. In the current situation related to Ukraine, DHS
has not made any formal announcement regarding its designation, leaving over 100,000 Ukrainian
TPS recipients in a state of uncertainty.

In April 2022, Ukraine first received its TPS designation after Russia expanded its military invasion
of the country, marking the “largest conventional military action in Europe since World War I1.”
Approximately 26.000 Ukrainians were granted TPS under the initial designation period, and by 2025
there were roughly 103,700 TPS beneficiaries eligible to re-register under the extension.* Given the
ongoing armed conflict in Ukraine and the resulting destruction, displacement, and instability,’ a safe
return of over 100,000 Ukrainians would not be feasible at this time. The U.S. State Department
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maintains a strict ‘Do Not Travel” advisory for the country in response to these very same life-
threatening conditions.®

In recent months, DHS has terminated TPS designations for various countries, often while existing
conditions in those countries make return of large numbers of people unsafe or impractical. In
September 2026, hundreds of thousands of Salvadoran TPS recipients also found themselves in a
similar situation as Ukrainians with TPS when DHS did not terminate or extend El Salvador’s TPS
designation.” A formal announcement regarding its designation remains pending.

What is the difference between TPS and humanitarian parole?

Between April 2022 and January 2025, the U.S. government operated the Uniting for Ukraine
program,® which allowed Ukrainians with a sponsor in the United States to receive humanitarian
parole. Humanitarian parole is a temporary permission to enter and reside in the country and provides
the opportunity for beneficiaries to request employment authorization. In total, over 200,000 people
entered the United States through the Uniting for Ukraine program. While applications for the
program were suspended, those who received humanitarian parole through the program generally
continue to be able to request re-parole through USCIS.” However, people are increasingly facing
processing delays with their re-parole requests,'® leading some to lose their parole and work
authorization and become unlawfully present in the United States. It is possible to have humanitarian
parole and TPS simultaneously, and those whose parole expires may still have TPS and vice versa.

How has the USCCB responded to this issue?

In June 2026, Bishop Brendan Cahill, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
(USCCB) Committee on Migration, issued a statement citing the moral crisis created by revoking
legal protection for hundreds of thousands of people in the United States when returning to their
country of origin is not a safe or reasonable option.'!

Days before the Ukraine TPS designation was set to expire, Archbishop Borys Gudziak of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, chairman-elect of the USCCB’s Committee on
International Justice and Peace, addressed the situation, saying many Ukrainians relying on TPS in
the United States “have no home to go back to.”'> The USCCB has also separately stated that it
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“continues to urge the Administration to abide by the requirements of the TPS statute, to carefully
consider conditions in countries of origin and the threats to human life that could come with forcibly
repatriating people, and to provide meaningful notice about the future of these designations so that
families, employers, and communities can plan accordingly.”!?

Additionally, the USCCB has long supported legislative efforts in the U.S. Congress to provide a
pathway to permanent legal status for longtime residents of the United States who have relied on
TPS, such as through the bipartisan American Dream and Promise Act.'* Under current law, there is
no direct pathway to permanent legal status for TPS holders. This bill would create a long-term
solution for those in this situation who have contributed positively to the fabric of American life and
have established equities in the country, such as having U.S.-citizen spouses and children, owning
businesses, and more.
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