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Catholic Campaign for Human Development



Working on the Margins










Sample Bishop’s Letter

May be read from the pulpit or inserted into the parish bulletins.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our diocese will soon take up the national collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). Your support for this collection brings change to communities across the country and empowers those living in poverty to transform their communities into reflections of the Kingdom of God. For more than 50 years, CCHD has helped low-income people address the root causes of poverty and injustice, not by giving “one-size-fits-all” handouts, but by funding local organizations that empower low-income people to make positive impacts in their own communities. This grassroots model allows people to use their experiences and knowledge of their communities to build coalitions of faith leaders, local businesses, and other neighbors who work together to find solutions that benefit everyone.

[Insert local examples, or use example below]
With CCHD funding, the Community Lighthouse program, developed by Together New Orleans, has transformed churches and other neighborhood institutions into solar-powered facilities where people can shelter when natural disasters such as hurricanes cause power outages. In 2023, Together New Orleans expanded its project to nine facilities, and it garnered recognition—and project funding—from the mayor’s office and the US Congress to expand the program even further. In addition, the organization implemented solar power training programs at the Community Lighthouses while working with local government to reform regulations, thereby making solar power more available to low- and middle-income residents.

This record of success shows how your support for CCHD makes a positive impact in vulnerable, 
underresourced communities across the country. When you give to the CCHD collection, you make an impact nationally and at home, because 25% of your contribution stays within your own diocese. This way you help your own community build on this legacy of success while also helping communities across 
the country.

Please prayerfully consider how you can help CCHD this year. If you would like more information about the collection and the people it supports, visit www.usccb.org/cchd.

Thank you for joining us to work on the margins and break the cycle of poverty.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(bishop name, title, and signature)

